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Disclaimer

This presentation contains examples and resource materials that are provided 

for the user’s convenience. The inclusion of any material is not intended to 

reflect its importance, nor is it intended to endorse any views expressed, or 

products or services. These materials may contain the views and 

recommendations of the presenter as well as hypertext links, contact 

addresses and websites to information created and maintained by other public 

and private organizations. The opinions expressed in any of these materials do 

not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the U.S. Department of 

Education or Ohio Department of Education and Workforce. The U.S. 

Department of Education and Ohio Department of Education and Workforce do 

not control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or completeness 

of any outside information included in these materials. Mentions of specific 

programs or products in these examples are designed to provide clearer 

understanding and are not meant as endorsements.



Language is Everything!

Debbie Nagel, M.A. Heather Gaskins, M.F.C.S.
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Today’s Objectives:

1. Gain an understanding of what current research says regarding 
the importance of oral language development

2. Analyze current oral language practices/strategies and their 
impact on language development

3. Identify instructional strategies for building oral language in the 
classroom and with families



Harrison’s Story



How it started…
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How it’s going…

Harrison today: 
A Thriving Kindergartener

Language is Healing!

7



Research



What does the research say?

From birth to age 5, children learn that 

language consists of sounds (the first thing that 

babies can produce to communicate), words 

and word parts, phrases and sentences, and 

connected talk (discourse) in conversations, 

stories, and explanations.

Excerpt from Oral Language: The Foundation for Reading and Writing

https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/oral-language-the-foundation-for-reading-and-writing/#es_form_f1-n1


What does the research say?

Language uses symbols to represent 

meaning. Those symbols can be spoken 

words, written words, pictographs, or sign 

language.

Excerpt from Oral Language: The Foundation for Reading and Writing

https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/oral-language-the-foundation-for-reading-and-writing/#es_form_f1-n1


What does the research say?

Language is conceptual – it allows us to 

describe phenomena that are not 

physically present.

Excerpt from Oral Language: The Foundation for Reading and Writing

https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/oral-language-the-foundation-for-reading-and-writing/#es_form_f1-n1


What does the research say?

Language is rule governed (e.g., regarding 

word order, how to form plurals, etc.) and 

these rules are implicit (learned and 

expressed in an indirect way) for native 

speakers of a language.

Excerpt from Oral Language: The Foundation for Reading and Writing

https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/oral-language-the-foundation-for-reading-and-writing/#es_form_f1-n1


What does the research say?

Oral language is everyday talking 

(expressive) and listening 

(receptive/comprehension) skills and the 

mental representations that sit behind them.

Excerpt from Oral Language: The Foundation for Reading and Writing

https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/oral-language-the-foundation-for-reading-and-writing/#es_form_f1-n1


What does the research say?

Mental representations that are shared 

through oral and written language include 

thoughts, ideas, memories, opinions, 

beliefs, wishes, needs, and instruction.

Excerpt from Oral Language: The Foundation for Reading and Writing

https://keystoliteracy.com/blog/oral-language-the-foundation-for-reading-and-writing/#es_form_f1-n1


Charles Hume - Psychologist, researcher and former professor 

According to the Reading is Language (RIL) Model, there are “waves of development”; each wave 

builds on earlier waves.

Language

Alphabetic (Code) Skills

Word Reading

Reading Comprehension



Charles Hume
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Ann Kaiser - Developmental Psychologist, Vanderbilt Kennedy Center
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● Expressive and receptive language skills in the first 3 years of life predict 

literacy skills in kindergarten and elementary school, and beyond.

● Poor language is associated with persistent social-emotional and 

behavioral concerns.

○ Children with marked deficits in language have higher rates of 
behavioral and emotional disorders in adolescence and adulthood
■ Anxiety
■ Depression
■ Inattention
■ Peer relationships

Excerpt from Podcast episode: “Language Growth in Young Children With Disabilities”

https://soundcloud.com/vanderbiltkennedycenter/language-growth-in-young-children-with-disabilities?in=vanderbiltkennedycenter/sets/the-promise-of-discovery


Karen Tzanetpoulos - Math expert & co-author of How Children Learn 
Math: The Science of Math Learning in Research and Practice (Routledge, 2023)

Strongest 
early 

predictors of 
math success

● Phonological processing
● Language development
● Early exposure to math language

● Rapid Automatic Naming (RAN)
● Visual-Spatial skills



Karen Tzanetpoulos 

Early Math 
Language

● Mathematical language is 
significantly related to 
numeracy skills:
○ verbal counting
○ one-to-one correspondence
○ numerical identification
○ magnitude comparison
○ ordering numerals
○ math fact retrieval

Hornburg, 2018



What does the literacy-math connection look like in Ohio?



Oral Language Strategies



Literacy Strategies Inventory

1. At your table, identify all instructional strategies, lessons, activities that you 

currently use to address literacy development in your program or classroom. 

Consider all parts of your day.

2. Next, put a star next to the practices that focus specifically on building oral 

language skills.

3. Finally, circle the strategies that engage families as part of their implementation.

“Education requires a collective effort: the teacher, the student, the parents, and the 
community.”

~ Robert John Meehan, Educator



Strategies to increase oral language development

1. Class book or family photo album

2. Rhyme time bucket

3. Shared read alouds

4. Storytelling

5. Prop boxes

6. Meal times

7. Talk WITH children

Intentionality is… KEY!



Family Connections



Strategies…

1. Welcome families as partners.

2. Promote family-friendly practices.

3. Share information and tools with families.

4. Invite families to partner in progress monitoring.

5. Build accessible and equitable home-school 

partnerships.

6. Enhance family partnerships for children learning 

English.

7. Individualize partnerships for meeting reading 

challenges.



Family Connections

http://www.vroom.org/


A resource for you…

https://statesupportteam1.padlet.org/hsgaskins/language-is-everything-2025-readohio-literacy-academy-yu0z8xm7k4zdqysd


Language really is… EVERYTHING!
Molly Wright: How Every Child Can Thrive by Five | TED

"What if I was to tell you that a game of peek-a-boo could change the world?" asks seven-year-old Molly Wright, one of the youngest-ever TED speakers. Breaking down the research-backed ways parents and caregivers can support children's 
healthy brain development, Wright highlights the benefits of play on lifelong learning, behavior and well-being, sharing effective strategies to help all kids thrive by the age of five. She's joined onstage by one-year-old Ari and his dad, Amarjot, 
who help illustrate her big ideas about brain science. (This TED Talk was produced in collaboration with Minderoo Foundation as an educational tool for parents and caregivers around the world and is supported by UNICEF.)

Visit http://TED.com to get our entire library of TED Talks, transcripts, translations, personalized talk recommendations and more.

The TED Talks channel features the best talks and performances from the TED Conference, where the world's leading thinkers and doers give the talk of their lives in 18 minutes (or less). Look for talks on Technology, Entertainment and Design --
plus science, business, global issues, the arts and more. You're welcome to link to or embed these videos, forward them to others and share these ideas with people you know. 

Become a TED Member: http://ted.com/membership
Follow TED on Twitter: http://twitter.com/TEDTalks
Like TED on Facebook: http://facebook.com/TED
Subscribe to our channel: http://youtube.com/TED

TED's videos may be used for non-commercial purposes under a Creative Commons License, Attribution–Non Commercial–No Derivatives (or the CC BY – NC – ND 4.0 International) and in accordance with our TED Talks Usage Policy 
(https://www.ted.com/about/our-organization/our-policies-terms/ted-talks-usage-policy). For more information on using TED for commercial purposes (e.g. employee learning, in a film or online course), please submit a Media Request at 
https://media-requests.ted.com

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aISXCw0Pi94


education.ohio.gov/LiteracyAcademy

QUESTIONS?

Questions



EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

THANK YOU

Thank you
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