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Overview
How to Help StUdentS Read LOI'lg * Why are polysyllabic words hard to read?
Words * How can we use syllable-level strategies to help
students?
Supporting Older Readers with Advanced Decoding * How can we use morpheme-level strategies to

help students?
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Syllables
What kind of
instruction will robot orits 1 e
help? Iro = /rOU/ Cor\‘;z\\nsouﬂ
: bot = /bat/ ve
Learning strategies for
reading polysyllabic words
bat
onset peak COda Bhattacharya & Ehri (2007)
A e
Definition of a polysyllabic word Wait ... polysyllabic? Yes.
It contains more i . L .
than one syllable —usually marked by a vowel What is the linguistic origin of syllable? Greek
. ] o© R )
po Iy syl Ia b iC| What is the linguistic origin of poly-? Greek
B\
H H N A What is a word with more .
\\
/ pa I 1| SI Ia b *k / 5oV than one morpheme? polymorphemic
N
lments . eper (198 onset peak  coda e So, that's why... But multisyllabic is fine too.
A peak is usually a vowel sound. \\a“d\)“\\'"
A unit with a peak is a syllable. \

(c) 2026 Devin M. Kearns | do not reproduce or adapt without permission 1



Reading Long Words

Polysyllabic words become more
common in texts in the upper grades

Polysyllabic words
encountered per year
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Polysyllabic words occur in a lot of
content area texts

aesthetic | photosynthesis
constitutional polynomial

() BR38RCpH, FREmLS SR E R S O™ 1676

improve reading

but...

syllables are TRICKY
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Students can use syllable information to

1677

Blame the single-letter vowels in

polysyllabic words
razor
Single-letter vowels: meter
One letter that makes one sound viper
motor
fusion
bygone
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Why blame the single-letter vowels?

viper /a1/

linen n/ Py
glorious  /i/

flexible /a/ l
rabbit 1/

raisin 11/ How many

pronunciations?

at least 4
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The consonants can be hard too

in... what'’s the sound of ...
adventure t 4/
vision s a3/
kitten tt I/
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Teach about open and closed syllables:
Practice syllable pronunciations

So how can we

ossibly help? " Vow
Syllable-based possibly e re;sr:
short-vow__ syllable. /la

syllables. Me first

strategies

Long-vowel
syllable.
/to/.

Your turn

to read the r -
syllables. @

Syllable division is a common approach
in programs

Many based on the

Syllable-based Orton-Gillingham approach
Strategles

Syllable division
but the data about the value

are not strong

1731
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breve

Y short sound .
o o How often does this actually help?
How does syllable division work? — s Data on VC|CV in bisyllabic words

-~ Black = short sound (follows the pattern)
VC V CV Pronunciations by Vowel Letter
for V1 in Bisyllabic ViCCV': Words

2l
abbit tiger B

Treiman, Bowey, & Bourassa, 2002; Treiman, Mullennix, Bijeljac-Babic, & Richmond-Wekty, 1995; Treiman
&Zukowski, 1990; Open Court Hill, 2014); Wilson Reading 2005)
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How often does this actually help?
Data on V|CV in bisyllabic words

Dark gray = long sound (follows the pattern)

Pronunciations by Vowel Letter
for V, in Bisyllabic V,CV, Words
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Stop & Jot

* Think of three words (not used Example:
already) and write a numbered list 1. rabbit
in the chat:

tiger
dragon

chicken (what
about the /k/
and the ck?)

2.
1. adisyllabic word with a short-vowel first 3
syllable that follows the VC|CV pattern .
2. adisyllabic word with a long-vowel first 4.
syllable that follows the V|CV pattern
3. adisyllabic word with a long-vowel first
syllable that does not follow the V|CV
pattern
4. (optional) a disyllabic word beyond all
reason (weirdly complicated)
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1739

ESHALOV

Check that Every syllable has at least one vowel
Divide into syllables between the vowels

ESHALOV?  Divided OK?

fanjtasfic
f@nt\a}st\'gc v v
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Syllable-based
strategies
Every syllable has at least
ESHALOV one vowel
ESHALOV

Check that Every syllable has at least one vowel
Divide into syllables between the vowels

ESHALOV?  Divided OK?

reduce /' /

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1742

ESHALOV

Check that Every syllable has at least one vowel
Divide into syllables between the vowels

ESHALOV?  Divided OK?

reduce /
rgd}gcg \/ \/
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Practice reading by syllable with
flexibility
Syllabje
Card
Syllable reading
strategies °
Flexible syllable division I
strategy
This assumes knowledge of the long-vowel
and short-vowel patterns.
Practice reading by syllable with Practice reading by syllable with
flexibility flexibility
Syllable
+ Mark the vowels drO yCKard * Mark the vowels drg Sy”azle
i3 « Divide the word one way - (car

+ Divide the word one way
to make a word
+ make single-letter vowels
open or closed
« If that doesn't make a
word, try the other way

to make a word

+ make single-letter vowels
open or closed

awn «If that doesn't make a
word, try the other way

Not a word.
I'll try the
other way.

1747 (€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1748
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Practice reading by syllable with Let’s try it together...
flexibility
Svliabl Yes! This is a
* Mark the vowels yllable * Mark the vowels word. | make a
Card L habit of using
+ Divide the word flexible syllable

+ Make sure every syllable has division.
at least one vowel.
+ For single-letter vowels, make

long-vowel syllables or short-

2]
What word vowel syllables.
sounds like thay + Say the syllables and
then blend them.

+ Isitaword?
+ If not, divide another way

: 10
+ Divide the word one way J
to make a word long-vowel
+ make single-letter vowels syllable
open or closed

« If that doesn't make a !
Is it a word?
If not, ask for help.

word, try the other way
M 750 (02028 D . Kears | devingdevinkerrs o
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It works for vowel-R and

It works for vowel teams and VCE words consonant-LE... Try it

* Mark the vowels
+ Divide the word one way

to make a word CO\ Y"tO n

+ make single-letter vowels

» Mark the vowels
+ Divide the word one way
to make a word

+ make single-letter vowels
open or closed open or closed

« If that doesn't make a «If that doesn’t make a
word, try the other way rel Syllable word, try the other way

e bubble
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Written and spoken letter
Morphemes combinations that
represent concepts

What kind of
instruction will <
help? re = /ri/ &%

Learning strategies for

reading polymorphemic ©
wordsg peymerp er =/3/ o&“ﬁq?«
o e(&&ec
&(‘){\4
coé\Q
Polysyllabic words are often Polysyllabic words are often
polymorphemic polymorphemic

52% of words are polysyllabic
52% of words are polysyllabic

mMonosyll. OMonomorph. @Compound MInflected EIDerived [

7% |morphologically basic

-
N
o©

contracted / compound

cider aren't sailboat
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Polysyllabic words are often
polymorphemic

12% affixed (derived)

dd -Si{ -S ||ie: inricotea

derivational suffix inflection

root (base) word ‘

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com
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How does morphology help readers?

humuhumunukunukuapua’a

antidisestablishmentarianism

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1776

Which was easier to read? Why?

humuhumunukunukuapua'a

antidisestablishmentarianism

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com

i

What can we learn from the morphemes
in the word?

antidisestablishmentarianism

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 178

What can we learn from the morphemes
in the word?

antidisestablishmentarianism

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com

1779

What can we learn from the morphemes
in the word?

antidisestablishmentarianism
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in the word?

antidisestablishmentarianism

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com

What can we learn from the morphemes

4 June 2026

What can we learn from the morphemes
in the word?

antidisestablishmentarianism

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com

1782

in the word?

o}

O
00 one who
a favors

antidisestablishmentarianism
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What can we learn from the morphemes

1783

What can we learn from the morphemes
in the word?

The doctrine of being a person who is
against tearing down the establishment.

antidisestablishmentarianism

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com
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And fun fact...

humuhumunukunukuapua’a

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com

And fun fact...

humuhumunukunukuapua'a

.,oo
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And fun fact...

humuhumunukunukuapua’a

.,oO
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And fun fact...

humuhumunukunukuapua’a

O

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1788

And fun fact...

humuhumunukunukuapua’a

.,oo

b
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£

1789

But it is still a tricky sometimes...

understand

o
Q

o
not / R
opposite o comparative /
someone who

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 179

But it is still a tricky sometimes...

uand

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com
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But it is still a tricky sometimes...

understand
Q %

O,
9 in the
metaphorical
sense
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There are morphologically confusing There are morphologically confusing
words... words...

ghidmpberry

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1793 (€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1794

Teach the

So what do we do? peeling-off strategy

* Teach students
individual affix
pronunciations.

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1795 (€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com

peeling-off tree

Teach the Teach the
peeling-off strategy with common morphemes peeling-off strategy

« Identify known affixes
on the peeling-off tree

* Read the base word

* Chunk the word with the
affixes attached

== == s’ro
Find a list of common affixes.
Create a peeling-off tree as an anchor chart. \ \

Explain and review meanings (when they have them). Q. 4
Practice reading with flash cards.

-‘i
j
Ul

iy
i

Ty efifzgate
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Teach the Use the peeling-off strategy for spelling
peeling-off strategy
* Identify known affixes 2 o, | + Say the word
on the peeling-off tree \ #{f‘ - Say it by syllable
* Read the base word P \ « Look for affixes on the
+ Chunk the word with the

peeling-off tree
affixes attached

e

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.co

1801
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Choose to use nonsense words
strategically for practice

Knowledge for linveterate guessers‘
effective instruction

l multilingual learners? ‘

Choosing the optimal
words

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1822

Teach reasonably familiar units Teach reasonably familiar units

s 7~ .
? i ob polish off the 5
— blet? gumdrops Use words (and phrases) that uncommons
Qe sublet e students likely have heard OK
- septic? atdo you |mag|n_e
. dismai students thought this before rare?
rusticy ismiss meant? not so much
A removing sugar

crystals from the
outside of gumdrops

gumdrop

gumdrop
polishing

polishing

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1823

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1824

(c) 2026 Devin M. Kearns | do not reproduce or adapt without permission 11



Reading Long Words 4 June 2026

Preteach pronunciations of less familiar
words to mastery

Let's say some words we
will hear during blending.
Listen: discontinue.

What's the word?

Yes, discontinue.

Knowledge for
Companies discontinue

effective instruction
unpopular products. By
syllable: Dis, con, tin, you. . X .
Your turn. Linking to the lexicon
Dis, con, tin, you.

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1827

So, we can teach students to link to the

We link to the lexicon when we can... .
lexicon

SUffe rance Wait... are you talking

about using whole
language?

3times per 100,000000words | he can’t link the word

SWiftness I'm actually saying...

No,do ot
he can link the word ‘ ! language

3 times per 10,00,000 words

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1832 (€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1833

Linking to the lexicon:

Linking to the lexicon:
How do we teach it?

Finding a lexical entry

-+

£~ A
* Mispronunciation correction...

What is this called? =~ Why is it important? How does it work?

« “Set for * Research This is Peter, a silly lion
Variability” shows that itis | whocantalk. Todaywere
) going to play a word game
« lexical more . with Peter. In this game
verification connected with Peter tries to say a word
reading skills but he says it the wrong
. mlspronunc|at| th way. |wantyou to listen
on correction an . to what Peter says and tell
phonological me what he is trying to
awareness 59y
How do we
measure it?
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Why might mispronunciation correction
improve word recognition?

+ Readers always try to connect words to the lexicon

* We are almost always wrong when we sound out
words

* Polysyllabic words have reduced vowels... almost all
of them

4 June 2026

Research: Does it work?
Savage et al. (2018) Instruction

Correction Plan
. Blend word with taught

1. Learn word recognition using
typical structured literacy.
2. Practice blending words phonic rules.
using correction plan . Ask “Is this a word |
3. Listen to teacher say words know?”
incorrectly and correct them Select a different

pronunciation for
Simon says touch your
nose, ear, sh-owl-der

N

w

graphemes that “flip.”
Blend word again.
Ask “Is this a word |
know?”

B

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com 1840

How do you teach mispronunciation
correction?

Practice linking to the lexicon
lexical verification

Read words

Blend word with taught
phonic rules.

Ask “Is this a word | know?”
Try again if needed.

Practice oral
correction
Puppet: My-stir-ee
Students: Mystery

(€)2026 Devin M. Kearns | devin@devinkearns.com

Abdel Rahman, van Turennout, & Levelt (2003) N200

1881

How do you teach mispronunciation
correction?

Learn alternative Vowel Alert from
vowel Empower
pronunciations (Lovett et al., 2000)
at a ate

« Stop

« Illtry both sounds

« First Il try /eeaeae/ as in at.
« Then, Il try /eee/ as in ate.
« Go when | have the right
word.
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