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Disclaimer

This presentation contains examples and resource materials that are provided for the user’s convenience. The 
inclusion of any material is not intended to reflect its importance, nor is it intended to endorse any views expressed, 
or products or services. These materials may contain the views and recommendations of the presenter as well as 
hypertext links, contact
addresses and websites to information created and maintained by other public and private organizations. The 
opinions expressed in any of these materials do not necessarily reflect the positions or policies of the U.S. 
Department of Education or Ohio Department of Education and Workforce. The U.S. Department of Education and 
Ohio Department of Education and Workforce do not control or guarantee the accuracy, relevance, timeliness, or 
completeness of any outside information included in these materials. Mentions of specific programs or products in 
these examples are designed to provide clearer understanding and are not meant as
endorsements.



Medina City Schools

Medina City Schools is a suburban district covering 

approximately 52 square miles, including the City of 

Medina, Medina Township, Montville Township, and a 

portion of Lafayette Township, and is home to a diverse 

population of over 6,000 students. Our PK-12 school 

system includes a preschool center,  five elementary 

buildings, two middle schools, one high school, and an 

alternative school.



Medina City Schools 
Journey into Science of Reading

Key Steps for Success

Investment in professional development 

at all levels and targeted plan 

developed every year

Aligned practices across tiers to ensure 

continuity within the systems of support 

Data guided all decision to maximize 

student progress

Clear core instructional scope and 

sequence across all grade levels

We stayed the course to bring our vision 

forward



Medina City Schools’ K-5 ELA Curriculum (2024)

Amplify CKLA Heggerty (K-1)



Priority for 2025-26



Building Journey



Understanding our current classes



Our district’s speech screener



Why language concepts are important



●Essential language strategies we implemented



●Essential Language Strategies We Implemented 



A Deeper Learning Project

Stories Come Alive
Step 1:
As part of the Deeper Learning Design Guide 
we launched our project with the Medina 
County District Library posing a problem. 

Canavan_Reading_Project.MOV

We wanted to build background 
knowledge so our 5th grade students 
acted out some of our CKLA nursery 

rhymes and fable stories.

http://drive.google.com/file/d/135w2au4zxYJtt08R0y6q1ZLpfKqmwrap/view


A Deeper Learning Project 

Stories Come Alive
Step 2: Students had to discuss and share 
their ideas on how to solve the library’s 
problem and how they could make stories 
come alive. 
They began retelling the many stories they 
were hearing in CKLA’s unit 1 Knowledge -
Nursery Rhymes and Fables.

How it guided language support:
Students were repeatedly using language 
skills to retell stories. 



A Deeper Learning Project

Stories Come Alive
Step 3: Students were given voice and 
choice in :
● How they wanted to make their story 

come alive  (Ideas generated in 
discussion included  puppets, acting out, 
and game boards)

● Which story they wanted to present. 

How it guided language support:
students were able to fully engage with language in these 
activities, follow multi-step directions while it promoted the 
use of vocabulary, sentence formulation and structure.



A Deeper Learning Project

Stories Come Alive
Step 4: As the students began working in 

groups, they collaborated and communicated with 
each other. 
Their projects were more than just a “dessert” 
at the end of the unit, but rather one which they 
worked on and revisited throughout instruction.  

How it guided language support:
● Provided feedback to one another’s work

● Expanded their sentences and vocabulary 
with each retell the students gave



A Deeper Learning Project   

Stories Come Alive
Step 5: Presenting their project to the 
community by making videos for the 
library using QR codes. 

How it guided language support:

● Students practiced all oral language 
skills as they recorded videos.  

PBL Clips.mp4

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1nXtsmYIaZoxMEOmpAWXS9cFDsd63urQO/view


●WIN



WIN Groups



Small group language instruction



More about our small group language instruction



End results



Thank you for joining us today!

Dr. Sarah Jackson, 
Assistant Director of Instruction
jacksons@medinabees.org

Gretchen Newton
Canavan Elementary Principal
newtong@medinabees.org

Katie Allen
Reading Intervention
allenk@medinabees.rog

mailto:jacksons@medinabees.org
mailto:newtong@medinabees.org
mailto:allenk@medinabees.rog
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