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ELA classroom contract 

Here are some good norms that could be included in a "classroom contract" for discussion in an 
ELA class: 

● Respect each other's opinions and viewpoints, even if they differ from your own. 

● Take turns speaking and listen actively to others when they are talking. 

● Avoid interrupting others and allow everyone to contribute to the discussion. 

● Use "I" statements and speak from your own experiences and perspective. 

● Ask open-ended questions to encourage others to share their thoughts and ideas. 

● Avoid judging or criticizing others' ideas, and instead try to understand their perspective. 

● Use evidence and examples to support your ideas and opinions. 

● Be open to changing your mind and considering other perspectives. 

● Treat each other with kindness and empathy, and be willing to work together to resolve 
conflicts. 

Socratic Circle 

● Select a chapter or portion of chapter from the novel to focus on 

● Ask students to prepare ideas with annotations or notes. Could be focused on some open 
ended question: 

○ What is the role of the government in the novel 1984? 

○ How do the characters in the novel react to the oppressive government? 

○ How does the government maintain control over its citizens in the novel? 

● Decide on format and set up room 

● Give time to review notes and get prepared 

● Meet with facilitators with tips and suggestions 

● Allow wait time 

● Alway reflect at the end of any protocol. 

○ Did we maintain our norms? 

○ What evidence do you have that we did or did not? 

○ What could we have done better? 




