
 

1 | ReadOhio Coaching Credential | 2026 

ReadOhio Coaching Credential Program 
Governor DeWine, in his 2026 State of the State, directed the Ohio Department of Education 

and Workforce to offer a free ReadOhio Coaching credential program to district and building 

employed literacy coaches. The Department will use the existing Educational Service Centers 

(ESCs) contracted for the ReadOhio coaching work as partners to deploy activities. Included 

in this program is support for building principals, ensuring instructional leaders can monitor 

and support effective literacy implementation across all classrooms and grade levels. Below 

is a timeline for interested districts and community schools to consider: 

• April through May 31st: Districts can indicate their interest to nominate district-

employed coaches using this form. The form will remain open until May 31st. 

o Based on the county information, respondents will be contacted by the 

geographically closest ESC that currently partners with the Department for 

ReadOhio coaching. That ESC will serve as district coach’s home base for 

training and supports throughout the academic year. 

• July: Final decisions on participating districts will be completed by early July. Please 

note that space may be limited. 

• August: District coaches will complete the Department’s Instructional Coaching for 

Literacy Course via LMS modules and attend 2-day in-person ReadOhio Coaching 

Credential kickoff training event at their home base ESC on the following dates: 

 

o East Central Ohio ESC: August 3-4 

▪ 834 E High Ave, New Philadelphia, OH 44663, USA 

o Northeast Ohio ESC: August 13-14 

▪ Educational Service Center of Northeast Ohio (6393 Oak Tree Blvd, 

Independence, OH  44131) 

o Gallia-Vinton ESC: August 5-6 

▪ Adena PACCAR Medical Education Center (446 Hospital Rd, 

Chillicothe, OH  45601) 

o MidOhio ESC West: August 19-20 

▪ Amos Memorial Public Library (230 E North St, Sidney, OH  45365) 

o MidOhio ESC Central: August 17-18 

▪ Columbus Metropolitan Library: Hilliard Branch (4500 Hickory Chase 

Way, Hilliard, OH  43026) 

o Virtual kick off meeting for building principals: Date TBD in early fall 

 

• September 2026 – May 2027:  

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/s2v6CEtHqy
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o Coaches in the ReadOhio Coaching Credential program will participate in at 

least six monthly network meetings hosted by their home base ESC (dates 

forthcoming). 

o Building principals with a literacy coach in the ReadOhio Coaching Credential 

program will participate in four virtual community of practice sessions 

throughout the school year (dates forthcoming). 
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