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RIMP It Up: Rocking Reading
Improvement and Monitoring Plans

A Reading Improvement and Monitoring Plan, also known 
as a RIMP, is developed in collaboration between teachers, 
specialists, and parents to outline students’ reading 
difficulties and identify appropriate instructional supports 
to address those difficulties. RIMPs allow parents and 
teachers to better understand and use students’ data for 
making instructional decisions. 

To download additional tip sheets,
 visit education.ohio.gov/Literacy-TipsheetsRequirements Under Law

Grades K-3: A RIMP must be developed and implemented within 60 days for students identified as not on-track 
on the K-3 reading diagnostic assessment.

Grade 4: A RIMP must be developed and implemented for:
•	 Students with RIMPs in grade 3 who did not score 700 or higher on Ohio’s State Test for grade 3 

English language arts.
•	 Students who did not meet the promotion score (700) on Ohio’s State Test for grade 3 English 

language arts but were promoted to fourth grade through the Parent Request Exemption.

Grade 5 and beyond: Once a student qualifies for a RIMP in fourth grade, the RIMP continues each year through 
grade 12 until the student scores 700 or higher on Ohio’s State Test for English language arts.

Communication Rocks!
Schools must promptly inform parents in writing if their child qualifies for a RIMP. The notification 
must include the following: 

Notice that their child is not reading on 
grade level
A description of current services the student 
is receiving 
A description of proposed supplemental 
instructional services
Notice that Ohio’s grade 3 English language 
arts test is not the sole factor determining 
promotion 

A statement that connects the child’s 
proficiency level in reading to long-term 
outcomes of success related to proficiency 
in reading
Notice that unless the student reaches the 
appropriate level of reading competency by 
the end of third grade, the student may be 
retained, unless the student is exempt from 
retention.

Districts and schools are encouraged to make every effort to communicate with 
parents in person or by phone before sending written notification.

Components of a RIMP
A RIMP, developed with parental involvement, must include the identification of a student's 
specific reading deficiency, targeted supplemental instruction services, progress monitoring, an 
approved reading curriculum from the Department’s approved list, and high-dosage tutoring. 
The plan must include a statement that the student may be retained if they do not 
achieve the appropriate reading competency level by the end of grade 3. 

http://Education.ohio.gov/Literacy-Tipsheets
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Third-Grade-Reading-Guarantee/TGRG-Proficiency-Statement-Examples-for-Districts-and-Schools.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/Resources-for-English-Language-Arts/High-Quality-Instructional-Materials-in-ELA
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Consider conducting further informal or formal 
diagnostic assessments to determine the 
instructional needs of the student. 
Notify parents as soon as possible if the student 
is not reading proficiently for their current 
grade level.
Consider using the RIMP Template from the 
Department’s website and customizing it to 
better meet the needs of your community and 
students.
Align the RIMP with the student’s Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) or English language 
proficiency plan, if applicable.

Rocking Recommendations for RIMPs
Use evidence-based reading intervention 
programs from the Department’s approved list.
Provide interventions that are targeted at the 
student’s identified reading deficiencies along 
with high-dosage tutoring to support grade 
level content.
Regularly monitor the student’s progress and 
adjust the instructional support as needed.
Consider how to support literacy needs across 
all content areas.
Provide parents with strategies and ideas to 
support literacy at home.

Scenario
Teacher Tom has five students in grade 6 this year that must continue to have a RIMP because they did not 
receive a score of "proficient" last year on Ohio’s State Test for grade 5 English language arts. To assist with 
writing the RIMP, Teacher Tom uses the Department’s RIMP template and modifies it to meet his needs. Tom 
also reviews the Department’s RIMP intervention videos to enhance his understanding and ensure that the 
intervention strategies he implements are current and effective. Tom begins to write the RIMP but struggles to 
identify the necessary support for each student. He has access to last year’s test scores, but wonders if that is 
enough to guide his decisions.

Which guidance should Tom follow?
1.	 Tom should conduct additional informal or formal diagnostic assessments.
2.	 Tom should just use the state test data. It would take too much time to administer additional assessments.  

If you selected option 1,  you are a rock star! While the results from the state test determine 
the need for a RIMP, Tom should not rely solely on this data when writing the RIMP. 

Following the correct guidance, Tom connects with his English language arts colleagues 
and intervention specialists to select and administer diagnostic assessments 
that provide deeper insights into students’ decoding, fluency, vocabulary, and 
comprehension. Together, they analyze the data and discuss instructional implications 
to better target student needs. 
Tom also collaborates with content-area teachers to identify strategies that reinforce 
vocabulary and knowledge-building across subjects, creating consistent support 
throughout the school day. With multiple data sources and a strong, coordinated team, 
Tom adapts his intervention strategies to meet each student’s unique needs, ensuring 
every RIMP is relevant, responsive, and truly effective. Rock on Teacher Tom!
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