
 

 

 
  

 
   
    

   
  

  
  

 
       

   
   

    
    

 
 

  
  

  
 

 

 
   

  
  

 
   

  

  
   

  
    

   
 

 

March 22, 2024 

Dear Superintendent Payich: 

Thank you for submitting the Youngstown Community School Reading Achievement Plan. 
The Department appreciates your time and commitment in developing this comprehensive 
literacy plan. Ohio Governor Mike DeWine recently launched ReadOhio, an exciting statewide 
effort to encourage improved literacy skills for all students, including the implementation of 
high-quality instructional materials and professional development aligned with the science of 
reading. 

Your plan has been reviewed and is compliant with Ohio Revised Code 3302.13. Below, the 
Department literacy experts have provided feedback highlighting the strengths of your plan 
and suggestions to bolster specific sections. Regional literacy specialists are available to 
support the implementation of your plan. Please reach out to your state support team or 
educational service center for implementation support. 

Strengths of the Reading Achievement Plan: 
• Detailed analysis of internal and external factors contributing to the school’s reading 

achievement challenges 
• The plan’s goals are SMART 
• Plan included RTFI results in its analysis of internal factors contributing to low reading 

achievement 

This plan will benefit from: 
• The plan would benefit from including foundational skills data to inform goals, action steps, 

strategies, and professional development 
• The plan’s strategies to support learners should support specific reading skills and evidence-

based interventions. 
• Professional development activities should support strategies for improving specific reading 

skills and should be informed by an analysis of foundational skills data. 

The Reading Achievement Plan and this memo will be posted on the Department’s website. 
If Youngstown Community School revises its Reading Achievement Plan and would like the 
revised plan to be posted to the Department’s website, the request and the revised plan 
must be sent to readingplans@education.ohio.gov. If you have any questions, please email 
the same inbox. 

On behalf of the Department of Education and Workforce and Director Dackin, thank you for 

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Read-Ohio
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-revised-code/section-3302.13
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy/Reading-Achievement-Plans
mailto:readingplans@education.ohio.gov


 

 

    
 

 

 
 

  

all your efforts to increase literacy achievement for your students. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Weber-Mayrer, Ph.D. 
Chief of Literacy 
Section for Literacy Achievement and Reading Success 
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