
Please introduce yourself in the chat by sharing 
your role/organization and your favorite fall 
activity.
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Welcome & Introductions 

Sherry Birchem
Director

Office of Learning and 
Instructional Strategies

Kerry Martinez
Assistant Director

Office of Learning and 
Instructional Strategies
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Jessica Faith Carter
Senior Specialist, Field 

Services

Teresa Castellaneta
HQIM Specialist 

Office of Learning and 
Instructional Strategies



Today’s Objectives

Participants will:
● Gain an understanding of the 

importance of standards alignment 
when choosing instructional materials 

● Explore characteristics of 
standards-aligned instructional 
materials and build skills to become 
critical consumers of instructional 
materials  
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Agenda 
Welcome 

The Importance of Standards Alignment 

Helpful Resources
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Characteristics of Standards-Aligned 
High-Quality  Instructional Materials 
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5 Closing & Next Steps 



Virtual Norms 

● When in large groups, please use your mute 
button to help provide a distraction-free 
experience

● When in breakout groups, please unmute so 
that you can engage in conversation

● Videos on make for the best interaction
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The Importance of Standards 
Alignment 
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Standards & Instructional Materials 

● Standards indicate what students should know 
and be able to do within a particular content 
area

● Instructional materials shape how students will 
gain the knowledge, skills, and abilities as 
described in the standards

8The Center on Standards & Assessment Implementation: https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED588503.pdf



Ohio’s Learning Standards…

● Explain the knowledge and skills Ohio students should 
know and be able to do in pre-kindergarten through 
grade 12 

● Emphasize skills like critical thinking and problem 
solving 

● Instill life-long learning by providing essential 
knowledge and skills 
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https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/OLS-Graphic-Sections/Learning-Standards


Alignment of Instructional Materials 

● Alignment is the process of ensuring that 
instructional materials enables students to 
reach the milestones that are represented by 
the Ohio Learning Standards

● Aligned materials provide students with the 
opportunity to access the content and skills 
outline in the Ohio Learning Standards 

 10The Center on Standards & Assessment Implementation: https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED588503.pdf



Standards Alignment and Selecting 
HQIMs
● Selection teams and teachers benefit from training on how 

to look for alignment to the learning standards in materials 

● It’s unlikely that a set of materials will perfectly align to all 
standards, and that’s okay 

● Standards alignment shouldn’t be the only “look for” when 
selecting materials
○ Remember to factor in local priorities and other essential features  
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Why Standards Alignment?
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When instructional materials are 
aligned to standards, variability 
in the content and quality of 
instruction decreases and 
student achievement increases 

Southern Regional Education Board: https://insights.sreb.org/reports/instructionalmaterials.pdf



Stop & Think
Discuss the questions below in your breakout room:

● What do you see as the greatest benefit of using 
standards-aligned high-quality instructional materials? 

● What challenges have you faced when seeking 
standards-aligned high-quality instructional materials? What 
supports would be helpful to address these challenges? 

Add your thoughts to the note-catcher. 
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/19O3wcGeQiI4HDqwgomYW3oVM3AHHcHwh/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114318165886987529920&rtpof=true&sd=true


Characteristics of Standards-Aligned 
High-Quality Instructional Materials  
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Standards-Aligned High-Quality  
Instructional Materials…
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Opportunities for Connection

16



Integrating Students’ Prior Knowledge 
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Accessibility 
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Promoting Student Engagement 
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Stop & Think

Reflect on the question below: 

● What characteristics come to mind when you 
think about standards-aligned high-quality 
instructional materials? 

Drop your responses in the chat.  
20



Helpful Resources 
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EdReports Review Tools 
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● Overview of Terms 

● Rubrics
 

● Guidance Documents Ohio-specific 
rubrics and tools 
will be shared in 
2023.



Connections to Ohio Learning 
Standards - ELA 
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3-8 ELA Review Criteria & Evidence 
Guide
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https://cdn.edreports.org/reviewtools/ag9zfmVkcmVwb3J0cy13ZWJyIAsSB1N1YmplY3QYGwwLEgpSZXZpZXdUb29sGLG-zTEM/review-tool.pdf
https://cdn.edreports.org/reviewtools/ag9zfmVkcmVwb3J0cy13ZWJyIAsSB1N1YmplY3QYGwwLEgpSZXZpZXdUb29sGLG-zTEM/evidence-guide.pdf


Connections to Ohio Learning 
Standards - Science 
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K-5 Science Review Criteria & 
Evidence Guides 
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Connections to Ohio Learning 
Standards - Math
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High School Math Review Criteria & 
Evidence Guide 
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https://cdn.edreports.org/reviewtools/ag9zfmVkcmVwb3J0cy13ZWJyIAsSB1N1YmplY3QYBQwLEgpSZXZpZXdUb29sGMGDxTUM/review-tool.pdf


Why Materials Matter Info Sheet  

● Links to Research on 
the Importance of 
HQIM 

● Reflection Questions

● Links to HQIM 
Resources  
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Closing & Next Steps
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Stop and Think

● What are you most excited about?

● What are you taking away from this session?

● What do you hope to learn more about in the 
future?
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Statewide Webinar Dates 
Topic Date 

HQIM Connections to the Ohio Learning Standards 10/13/22

Supporting Teachers with HQIM 11/10/22

Best Practices in Reviewing, Selecting, and Implementing 
HQIM 12/15/22

Math Rubric & Guidance Documents 2/9/23

Non-Core Rubric & Guidance Documents 3/9/23

Stakeholder Engagement and HQIM  4/6/23

Science Rubric & Guidance Documents 5/11/23

ELA Rubric & Guidance Documents 6/15/23
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Next Steps 
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● Register for upcoming webinars 

● Reach out and share feedback and ways we can 
support 

● Connect with your local ESCs for additional support 

● Complete today’s exit ticket 

https://forms.gle/p3UoJjUh2iqfZWGj8


High-Quality Instructional Materials 
Questions (HQIM) 

ohmaterialsmatter@education.ohio.gov 
 

Visit education.ohio.gov 
Keyword Search: Ohio Materials Matter 

Reach out to EdReports with questions 
jcarter@edreports.org
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mailto:ohmaterialsmatter@education.ohio.gov
https://www.education.ohio.gov/
mailto:jcarter@edreports.org
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