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Connections Before Content
• Share in the chat

o Name and position/role

o School or district

o What brings you to this session
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Session Agenda
What: Why: How:
Welcome, Introductions & Purpose
3:45 – 3:55

• To learn about each other and today’s facilitator.
• To understand the learning expectations for today’s  session.

• Facilitator presentation
• Chat interactions

Opening Mentimeter Activity
3:55 – 4:05

• To share the current status of your local seal of biliteracy program. • Audience participation in Mentimeter polls
• Brief analysis of results by facilitator

Maximizing the Results of Existing 
Seal of Biliteracy Programs
4:05 – 4:30

• To gain ideas that will contribute to the improvement of local seal of 
biliteracy program results

• Facilitator presentation

Case Study
4:30– 4:40

• To glean ideas from a peer about concerted efforts in her district to 
identify and work with native/heritage language speakers and ELs to 
ensure maximum  program results

• Firsthand testimonial from a peer

Discussion of Implications
4:40 – 4:55

• To consider the suggestions made in today’s presentation and the 
advice of others as a lens for improving local seal of biliteracy 
programs.

• Breakout discussions and reflection

Options Explosion: Additional 
Suggestions
4:55 – 5:05

• To expand understandings and takeaways • Final reflection, discussion, and expansion of the 
list of maximization tips

Final Remarks & Resources
5:05 – 5:10

• To learn where to access Ohio Seal of Biliteracy resources. • Facilitator sharing

Exit Ticket & Feedback
5:10 – 5:15

• To provide the Department with needed feedback about today’s 
professional learning topic and session.

Participant survey accessed by QR code
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Purpose:
• Session #1: Build understanding of the proficiency-based nature of Ohio’s 

Learning Standards for World Languages & Cultures, especially as they relate to 
preparing students to earn an Ohio Seal of Biliteracy.  (January 29)

• Session #1: Examine the current design and entry point of world language 
programs with an eye to the implementation of standards- and proficiency-
based changes that will improve learners’ chances of earning an Ohio Seal of 
Biliteracy.  (January 29)

• Session #2: Consider recommendation and best practices related to advocating 
for and implementing new Seal of Biliteracy programs (February 26) 

• Session #3: Consider ideas to help maximize the number of Seal of Biliteracy 
recipients in your current or future program.  (March 26)

• Session #3: Engage with other participants to brainstorm ways to improve 
program results.  (March 26)
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Session Norms
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Ohio Department of Education and Workforce Priorities
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Literacy

Learning Acceleration

Workforce Readiness

Student Wellness



Taking stock…
• How far along is your Ohio seal of Biliteracy 

Program?
• What has been your biggest challenge to 

date?

1. On your phone or in a new browser 
window, go to www.menti.com. 

2. Enter the following code: 5272 6741
3. Answer the poll questions.

4. Consider the responses.

http://www.menti.com/


Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program

1. Ensure that the full range of faculty and administrative staff 
know the program and can share the benefits with students 
and parents.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d

2. Educate all K-12 staff on the basic requirements and timeline 
for earning graduation seals, including the Ohio Seal of 
Biliteracy.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 2

3. Maximize collaboration between ESL and World Language 
programs.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 3
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4. Articulate a seamless, 
proficiency-based world 
language program across grade 
levels and content areas.

• Back down world language 
programs into the middle or 
elementary grades.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 4

5. Include and support school counselors relative to all aspects of 
the seal of biliteracy program.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 5

6. Post highly visible information about the seal of biliteracy 
program on the school website.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 7

7. Advertise the seal of biliteracy program at every 
opportunity!



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 8

8. Build learner understanding of the proficiency continuum and share 
proficiency goals with students and parents.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 9

9. Check proficiency attainment against established benchmarks 
at regular intervals using the school- or district-selected 
proficiency assessments.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 10

10. Provide learners with regular opportunities to take practice 
versions of the selected proficiency assessment and use 
scores to identify skill areas that require improvement.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 1

11. Report recipients’ seals of biliteracy to make them official.



Measures to Maximize Your 
Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Program Cont’d 2.1

12. Celebrate what you want to duplicate!

Resource: Egnatz. 2019. 10 ways to Maximize a Seal of Biliteracy Program. Website: theglobalseal.com



Case Study: Columbus City School District
Guest Speaker:
• Dawn Hasselbach

• World Language and Credit Flex Specialist

“Describe your district’s efforts to identify 
and test all eligible heritage/native language 
speakers and current and former ELs.”



Breakout Conversation

• What new learnings or ideas resonated with you 
today and how will you take them back and 
share them in your own local context?

• Based on your own implementation experiences, 
what additional suggestions or tips could you 
share to help others maximize their own seal of 
biliteracy results?
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Next Steps: What have I learned – and how will I apply it?

Options Explosion

1. List the obvious options.

2. Brainstorm different options.

3. Ask: What have we learned? (Add to the list!)

The Options Explosion thinking routine was developed by Project Zero, a research center at the Harvard Graduate School of Education.
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Options Explosion: Additional Recommendations 
for Maximizing Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Programs

• Talking up working towards the Seal of Biliteracy and prepping for spring 
proficiency testing from the very beginning of the school year.

• Reminding students that assessment results are a snapshot that helps you to 
know what you still need to work on, perhaps in the coming school year.

• Encourage more ELs to strive towards the seal of biliteracy and celebrate their 
successes.

• Thinking outside the box when it comes to paying for proficiency testing. 
Remembering Title III and Title IV-A funding. Also, remember to seek sponsors 
within or near to your district who have a vested interest in procuring 
multilingual employees.
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Options Explosion: Additional Recommendations for 
Maximizing Ohio Seal of Biliteracy Programs Cont’d

• Capture new ideas here!
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Presenter’s Contact Information

Ryan T. Wertz, M.Ed.

Education Program Specialist for World Languages,

Global Education, & the Ohio Seal of Biliteracy

Office of Academic Success

Tel. 614-728-4630

Email: ryan.wertz@education.ohio.gov
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Thank you for attending!
Visit education.ohio.gov

Keyword Search: Ohio Seal of Biliteracy

Final Reflection Exit Ticket:
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