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Online Assessment

Developed for grades 3-12 to 
emphasize the relationship 

between classroom performance 
and  real-world language 

proficiency.

Three Modes of Communication:

1.Interpersonal Listening and 
Speaking (ILS) 

2.Presentational Writing (PW)
3.Interpretive Listening (IL) and 

Reading (IR)

Approximately 30-45 minutes per 
component

Each section introduced 
by a teacher via a video 
(voiced, captioned, and 

signed for ASL)

Highlights communication 
modes in technology-

based contexts

What Is AAPPL?
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ASL AAPPL 

Online Assessment

Grades 9-12

Two Modes of Communication:

1.Interpersonal Interaction (II)

2.Receptive Comprehension (RC)

Approximately 35-45 
minutes per component

The test and each section 
introduced by a teacher

(voiced, captioned, and signed 
for ASL)

Highlights communication 
modes in technology-

based contexts



AAPPL SCORING: F.A.C.T CHECK

ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines -2024: “an individual’s level of proficiency in each domain is defined by four 
criteria, represented by the acronym FACT.”

F – Functions and Tasks: The different types of speech or writing someone can do.
A – Accuracy: How well someone uses language, including things like grammar, vocabulary, etc.
C - Context and Content: The setting or circumstances in which someone can effectively communicate 
and the topics they can handle.
T - Text Type: How much and how complex of language someone can understand or communicate.

“In order to receive a proficiency rating at a given level, an individual must demonstrate sustained ability 
to meet each of the FACT criteria for that level.” 

ACTFL assessments evaluate language ability on all four FACT criteria.  



What is ASL AAPPL
• Standard evaluation of American Sign Language 

proficiency, which measures expressive and receptive 
signing skills

• Developed in collaboration with d/Deaf and hearing ASL 
experts across the country (high school and higher ed)

• Honors the visual-spatial nature of the language and 
brings equity and recognition to ASL classrooms

• Designed to be used to qualify for the Seal of Biliteracy, 
for benchmarking, and progress tracking

• Assesses language use on a variety of familiar topics and 
contexts, applied to real-world settings. Prompts are not 
tied to a specific curriculum or learning approach (true 
for all languages, including ASL)

• The only test of its kind that measures interpersonal 
interaction

• The only test that issues ACTFL scores and certificates



ASL AAPPL Test Components

Teacher Introduction
• Each section is introduced by a teacher via a video (voiced, captioned, and signed for ASL)

• Teacher shares tips for navigating through the test and explains the expectations

• Helps lower test anxiety



ASL AAPPL Test Components

Interpersonal Interaction (II)
• Simulates a conversation; evaluates interaction with a video 

conversation partner in sign language
• Up to 18 tasks
• Learners watch video prompts and record a signed response
• ~30 min to complete



ASL AAPPL Test Components

Receptive Comprehension (RC)
• Evaluates understanding of signed communication
• 6 tasks, 3 at each level (Form A = Novice, Int. Form 

B = Int, Adv)
• Learners watch video prompts and drag/drop 

responses or respond to multiple choice questions
• ~30 min to complete



Who is the ASL AAPPL for?

• Learners and Users of American Sign Language in 
Grades 9-12

• Children of Deaf Adults (CODAs)

• d/Deaf learners (e.g. heritage language users)



Who is the ASL AAPPL for?

*There are few middle school programs nationally; ASL AAPPL facilitates 
earning Seal of Biliteracy (available only to high schoolers); can also be used 
for placement in HE settings

**Because of video/camera requirements, only in-school proctoring mode is 
available for ASL AAPPL

Designed for 
learners in Grades 

9-12*
Form A and B

In-school 
proctoring only**



Rating Ranges 
and Score 
Turnaround 
Times

11

Standard AAPPL Certificate & Score Report

• Scores for II & RC

• Score report includes score description and strategy section

Rating Ranges

• Form A – N1 to I4 

• Form B – N4 to A1

• Same rating scale as AAPPL for spoken languages, but with 2 
components

Score Turnaround Times

• II – Up to 10 business days (scored by ACTFL-certified raters) 

• RC – Up to 1-2 days (objective/machine scored)



ASL AAPPL Score Report and Certificate 

AAPPL Score Report:
● Score Description shows 

what students CAN do

● Strategy section 
provides strategies for 
progressing along the 
continuum



ACTFL PROFICIENCY 
GUIDELINES

ACTFL PERFORMANCE 
SCALE

AAPPL PERFORMANCE 
SCORE

FORM

Advanced Low
Advanced

Intermediate

Novice

A-1

B

Intermediate High I-5

Intermediate Mid I-4

A
and 

E

Intermediate Mid I-3

Intermediate Mid I-2

Intermediate Low I-1

Novice High N-4

Novice Mid N-3

Novice Mid N-2

Novice Low N-1

NO DATA

NO DATA

NO DATA

nO DATA

no DATA



As a public school district with a 7-12 ASL program in a 
community with a high population of deaf and hard of hearing 
individuals, we truly appreciate Language Testing 
International's commitment to providing a high quality, 
culturally relevant, proficiency-based assessment for ASL. This 
assessment will not only inform instruction and serve as an 
annual benchmark for our World Language students, but it can 
also be used towards the Seal of Biliteracy and graduation 
requirements, ensuring equitable access to opportunities for 
ASL users.  

Shawnna Sweet
Director of Multilingual Education
Greece Central School District, New York



Please make sure to complete the 
ASL AAPPL SYSTEM CHECK.

VERIFY GOOD LIGHTING AND 
VIDEO CAPTURE SPACE BEFORE 
STARTING

https://aappl2.actfltesting.org/systemcheck_asl 

How to prepare for the ASL AAPPL

https://aappl2.actfltesting.org/systemcheck_asl


How to prepare for the ASL AAPPL

• Spacing
• Lighting
• Background
• Positioning of camera



ASL AAPPL Demo

https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl2-demo

https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl2-demo
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl2-demo
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl2-demo
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl2-demo


Cost and Test Components

ASL AAPPL has two components, each taking ~30 minutes to complete

• Interpersonal Interaction (II) → much like the ILS on spoken languages 
AAPPL

• Receptive Comprehension (RC) → much like the IL on spoken languages 
AAPPL

Costs:
Full ASL AAPPL $24.50
II only   $14.00
RC only  $12.50



AAPPL RESOURCES

• LTI’s AAPPL Central Page

• ACTFL's AAPPL Page

• AAPPL Demo Suite 

• AAPPL Pro Tips Videos

• Tasks & Topics

• Score Descriptors 
& Sample Score Reports

Dedicated LTI Support Team:

Email AAPPLHelp@languagetesting.com

+1 914.963.7110, Option 1 – Spanish Support Option 5

Monday-Friday 8am-7pm Eastern Time (excluding weekends and 
US holidays).

https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl-central
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl-central
https://www.actfl.org/assessments/k-12-assessments/aappl
https://www.actfl.org/assessments/k-12-assessments/aappl
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl2-demo
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl2-demo
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl-tips
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl-tips
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/aappl/AAPPL_General_Content.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/aappl/AAPPL_General_Content.pdf
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl-scores
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl-scores
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl-scores
https://www.languagetesting.com/aappl-scores
mailto:AAPPLHelp@languagetesting.com
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Thank you
Jen Carson
jcarson@languagetesting.com
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