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Introduction to Ohio’s Learning Standards 
In 2020, the State Board of Education adopted the latest revision of Ohio’s Learning Standards for World Languages and Cultures. The standards describe what learners should know and be able to do as 
they build proficiency in the language they are learning. The standards also provide a foundation for an aligned system designed to improve achievement by raising language proficiency and 
interculturality. Ultimately, they help ensure that learners are well-positioned for success in college and careers in a globally interdependent world upon completion of their K-12 education. 
World language specialists in the Department’s Office of Learning and Instructional Strategies facilitated the revision process by engaging diverse stakeholders,  incorporating a wide range of ideas and viewpoints into numerous 
drafts, and analyzing and incorporating feedback provided by online reviewers from all over the state. A transparent process was used to ensure active, statewide participation throughout the project’s year-long timeline. 

The process used to revise the world language standards, as established by the Ohio Department of Education, continued to incorporate an element of national and international benchmarking to ensure Ohio’s standards take into 
consideration the best research and practices, as well as trends affecting the field. With these requirements in mind, Ohio’s new world language learning standards embed the following criteria: 

• Align with the national World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages (2015) of the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Language (ACTFL). 
• Consider the findings of the 2011 national standards impact study, “National Foreign Language Standards: Impact and Influence After a Decade Plus”. 
• Align with the ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines (2024), and ACTFL Performance Descriptors for Language Learners (2012). 
• Connect to key elements of the 21st Century Skills Map (2011) by ACTFL. 
• Align with the English Language Arts Literacy Standards. 
• Integrate the NCSSFL-ACTFL Can-Do Statements for Communication and Intercultural Competence (2017) created by the National Council of State Supervisors for Languages (NCSSFL) in partnership 

with ACTFL. 
• Incorporate elements of the Frameworks for 21st Century Learning (2019) of the Partnership for 21st Century Skills – A Network of Battelle for Kids. 
• Are internationally benchmarked against the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR). 

These standards continue to align with the national World Readiness Standards for Learning Languages (2015) and the world language standards of nearly every other state in the country. It is important to mention that this 
document continues to fully integrate the well-known Connections, Comparisons, and Communities goal areas contained in the national standards. Public feedback continues to support the interweaving of these goal areas within 
the foundational framework of the Cultures and Communication goals. They have been integrated throughout the benchmarks and learning standards and provide a considerable portion of the foundation for both the Cultures and 
Communication goals. K-12 language educators should continue to connect their learners to other disciplines to acquire information and diverse perspectives, create opportunities for learners to make linguistic and cultural 
comparisons, and facilitate contact with target language communities where learners can participate using their communication and intercultural skills.  

The adoption of these new learning standards fulfills a requirement of Ohio law (Ohio Revised Code 3301.079), which requires the periodic revision of the Ohio learning standards for grades K-12 in world (foreign) language. The law 
also specifies that the Department of Education revise the model curriculum to provide world language educators with updated support for implementing the revised learning standards. The revised model curriculum will continue 
to provide high-quality, standards-based resources, tools, and guidance for teachers to use in planning standards- and proficiency-based instruction and developing local performance assessments. 

  

https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/publications/standards/World-ReadinessStandardsforLearningLanguages.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/publications/standards/NationalStandards2011.pdf
https://www.actfl.org/educator-resources/actfl-proficiency-guidelines
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/actfl-performance-descriptors-language-learners
https://www.actfl.org/sites/default/files/pdfs/21stCenturySkillsMap/p21_worldlanguagesmap.pdf
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/English-Language-Art/English-Language-Arts-Standards
https://www.actfl.org/publications/guidelines-and-manuals/ncssfl-actfl-can-do-statements
https://www.battelleforkids.org/networks/p21/frameworks-resources
https://www.coe.int/en/web/common-european-framework-reference-languages/level-descriptions
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Organization of the Standards 
Ohio’s Learning Standards for World Languages and Cultures represent a research-supported approach to language learning that prepares learners to use their language proficiency and intercultural competence to participate 
effectively in a global society. The standards embrace a communicative and proficiency-based approach to teaching and learning a world language that is well-supported by decades of research. Their implementation in world 
language programs around Ohio will help prepare learners to be successful in both college and the workplace.  

The most notable change in the new standards document is the inclusion of proficiency levels. This clearly defines learning outcomes across the first seven sublevels of proficiency as defined by ACTFL: Novice Low, Novice Mid, 
Novice High, Intermediate Low, Intermediate Mid, Intermediate High, and Advanced Low. This emphasizes developing language proficiency regardless of the grade level at which the language is learned. The standards also change 
the order in which the learning end goals are presented, with Cultures preceding Communication. Placing the Cultures standards in the first position sends a clear message to Ohio educators that the study of culture is equal to 
language study. To achieve high levels of proficiency in another language, learners must simultaneously develop their intercultural competence and communicative proficiency. 

ORGANIZATION OF THE STANDARDS 

Goals Goals are the desired end results as learners build their cultural competence and their language proficiency to: 
• Interact with intercultural competence using knowledge and understanding of native and other cultures. 
• Communicate effectively in languages other than English in person and via technology. 

Benchmarks Benchmarks are specific statements of what learners should know and be able to do interculturally and communicatively within: 
• The major proficiency levels of Novice, Intermediate, and Advanced. 
• The modes of interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational communication. 

Standards Standards are statements of the knowledge and skills that learners master to reach the corresponding benchmark. Standards deconstruct the benchmark 
proficiency levels into: 

 Novice Low through Advanced Low sublevels. 
• Culture, communication, and literacy knowledge and skills. 
• Interpretive, interpersonal, and presentational knowledge and skills. 

Progress Indicators Progress Indicators show what intercultural communication looks like in a classroom or real-life situation. The indicators in the standards:  
• Serve as concrete examples of how progress could be measured across each proficiency sub-level. 
• Include modern languages, classical languages, American Sign Language, and elementary, immersion, and exploratory programs. 
• Can be used as written, can be elaborated upon, or can be used as examples of how to create personalized progress indicators. 
• Can be modified or re-ordered by topic while staying within the descriptors of each proficiency sublevel. 
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Coding the Standards 
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Ohio’s Learning Standards for World Languages and Cultures 

Cultures 
Goal 

Interact with intercultural competence using knowledge and understanding of native and other cultures. 
• Investigate, reflect on, and explain the relationship between products, practices, and perspectives. 
• Interact with others in and from other cultures. 

Communication 
Goal 

Communicate effectively in languages other than English in person and via technology. 
• INTERPRETIVE: Identify, understand, and analyze input that is heard, read, or viewed on a variety of topics from authentic resources. 
• INTERPERSONAL: Interact and negotiate meaning in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations to exchange and share information, reactions, feelings, and opinions.  
• PRESENTATIONAL: Present information, concepts and viewpoints to inform, explain, persuade, and narrate in spoken, written, or signed language when negotiation of meaning is not possible. 

 

BENCHMARKS NOVICE (N) INTERMEDIATE (I) ADVANCED (A) 

INTERCULTURAL 
Communication 
(ICC) 

1. Identify typical products and practices to help understand 
perspectives in native and other cultures using the target language. 

2. Interact at a basic level in everyday contexts with people in  
and from other cultures using the target language and appropriate 
practiced behaviors. 

1. Make comparisons between products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in native and other cultures using the 
target language.  

2. Interact at a functional level in familiar contexts with people  
in and from other cultures using the target language and 
appropriate learned behaviors. 

1. Explain some diversity among products and practices and how it 
relates to perspectives in native and other cultures using the 
target language. 

2. Interact at a competent level in familiar and some unfamiliar 
contexts with people in and from other cultures using the target 
language and adjusting behaviors as needed. 

INTERPRETIVE 
Communication 
(INT-C) 

1. Comprehend information in very familiar, everyday contexts 
from authentic texts that are spoken, written, or signed.  

2. Identify the general topic and basic information from words, 
phrases, and simple sentences in authentic informational and 
fictional texts and overheard or observed conversations. 

1. Comprehend information in a variety of familiar contexts from 
authentic texts that are spoken, written, or signed. 

2. Understand the main idea and related information from 
connected sentences and short paragraphs in authentic 
informational and fictional texts and overheard or observed 
conversations.  

1. Comprehend information in a wide variety of familiar and general 
interest contexts from authentic texts that are spoken, written, or 
signed. 

2. Understand the main message and supporting details from 
paragraphs across various time frames in complex, organized 
authentic texts and overheard or observed conversations. 

INTERPERSONAL 
Communication 
(INP-C) 

1. Communicate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed 
conversations on very familiar, everyday topics. 

2. Request and provide information using a variety of practiced or 
familiar words, phrases, simple sentences, and questions. 

1. Communicate in spontaneous spoken, written, or signed 
conversations on familiar topics. 

2. Exchange information using connected sentences and a variety of 
questions. 

1. Maintain spontaneous spoken, written, or signed conversations 
and discussions on familiar and unfamiliar concrete topics. 

2. Discuss and explain information, incorporating various time 
frames, series of connected sentences, paragraphs, and probing 
questions.  

PRESENTATIONAL 
Communication 
(P-C) 

1. Present prepared or spontaneous information on very familiar, 
everyday topics through written, spoken, or signed language. 

2. Inform, narrate, and express preferences and opinions using  
a variety of practiced or familiar words, phrases, and simple 
sentences. 

1. Present prepared or spontaneous information on familiar topics 
through written, spoken, or signed language. 

2.  Explain, narrate, and express viewpoints using sentences and series 
of connected sentences.  

1. Present detailed and organized presentations on familiar as well 
as unfamiliar concrete researched topics. 

2. Analyze, narrate, and convey persuasive arguments using various 
time frames and paragraphs. 
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INTERPRETIVE INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION 
No data NOVICE 

STANDARDS 
INTERMEDIATE 

STANDARDS 
ADVANCED 

 STANDARDS 

No data Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate High Advanced Low 

LANGUAGE 
FUNCTIONS 

Identify practiced or 
familiar words and phrases 
supported by visuals, 
gestures, and facial 
expressions. 

Identify basic facts from 
practiced or familiar words 
and phrases supported by 
visuals, gestures, and facial 
expressions. 

Identify the topic and basic 
related information from 
simple sentences. 

Identify the topic and 
related information from 
simple and connected 
sentences. 

Understand the main idea 
and key information from 
connected sentences and 
short paragraphs. 

Follow the main message or 
flow of events from 
paragraphs across  various 
time frames. 

Understand the 
underlying message and 
some supporting details 
across all time frames. 

Investigate Intercultural  
Products, Practices,  
and Perspectives 

INT-C.NL.1. Recognize a few 
typical products and 
practices related to familiar, 
everyday life in native and 
other cultures. 

INT-C.NM.1. Identify typical 
cultural products and 
practices related to familiar, 
everyday life in native and 
other cultures to help 
understand perspectives. 

INT-C.NH.1. Identify and 
compare typical products 
and practices related to 
familiar, everyday life in 
native and other cultures to 
help understand 
perspectives. 

INT-C.IL.1. Compare 
products and practices 
related to everyday life or 
personal interests to help 
understand perspectives in 
native and other cultures. 

INT-C.IM.1. Compare 
products and practices from 
concrete researched topics or 
personal studies to 
understand perspectives in 
native and other cultures. 

INT-C.IH.1. Relate products 
and practices from concrete 
researched topics or personal 
studies to perspectives in 
native and other cultures. 

INT-C.AL.1. Analyze how 
products and practices of 
public and personal interest 
are related to perspectives in 
native and other cultures. 

Compare Intercultural  
Behaviors 

INT-C.NL.2. Recognize a few 
very simple behaviors in 
other cultures. 

INT-C.NM.2. Identify familiar 
or everyday behaviors in 
other cultures. 

INT-C.NH.2. Identify and 
compare familiar or everyday 
behaviors in native and other 
cultures. 

INT-C.IL.2. Identify 
appropriate and 
inappropriate everyday 
behaviors in native and other 
cultures. 

INT-C.IM.2. Compare 
appropriate and 
inappropriate behaviors in 
native and other cultures. 

INT-C.IH.2. Relate significant 
differences in behavior to 
cultural norms in native and 
other cultures.  

INT-C.AL.2. Analyze how to 
adjust behavior according to 
cultural norms in familiar 
situations in native and other 
cultures. 

Comprehend Authentic 
Texts* that are Spoken, 
Written, or Signed 

INT-C.NL.3. Understand a 
few familiar words or phrases 
in:  

a. Authentic 
informational texts. 

b. Authentic fictional 
texts. 

c. Overheard or observed 
conversations. 

INT-C.NM.3. Understand 
very basic information in: 

a. Authentic 
informational texts. 

b. Authentic fictional 
texts. 

c. Overheard or 
observed 
conversations. 

INT-C.NH.3. Understand the 
topic and some isolated facts 
in: 

a. Authentic 
informational texts. 

b. Authentic fictional 
texts. 

c. Overheard or observed 
conversations. 

INT-C.IL.3. Understand the 
topic and relevant 
information in: 

a. Complex authentic 
informational texts. 

b. complex authentic 
fictional texts. 

c. Complex overheard or 
observed 
conversations. 

INT-C.IM.3. Understand the 
main idea and supporting 
information in: 

a. Complex authentic 
informational texts. 

b. Complex authentic 
fictional texts. 

c. Complex overheard or 
observed 
conversations. 

INT-C.IH.3. Relate 
components of: 

a. Complex authentic 
informational texts. 

b. Complex authentic 
fictional texts. 

c. Complex overheard or 
observed 
conversations. 

INT-C.AL.3. Analyze 
components of: 

a. Complex authentic 
informational texts. 

b. Complex authentic 
fictional texts. 

c. Complex overheard or 
observed 
conversations. 

*Authentic texts indicate print or media materials created by members of a language and culture group for members of the same language and culture group, and that learners would encounter beyond the classroom or learning environment. 
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INTERPRETIVE LITERACY 

No data NOVICE  
STANDARDS 

INTERMEDIATE 
STANDARDS 

ADVANCED  
STANDARDS  

No  Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate High Advanced Low 

LITERACY 
FUNCTIONS 

Use literacy skills to make 
meaning from authentic 
texts* that are spoken, 
written, or signed. 

Use literacy skills to 
comprehend authentic texts 
that are spoken, written, or 
signed. 

Use literacy skills to 
comprehend authentic texts 
that are spoken, written, or 
signed. 

Use literacy skills to 
comprehend authentic texts 
that are spoken, written, or 
signed. 

Use literacy skills to deepen 
understanding of authentic 
texts that are spoken, 
written, or signed. 

Use literacy skills to deepen 
understanding of authentic 
texts that are spoken, 
written, or signed. 

Use literacy skills to deepen 
understanding of authentic 
texts that are spoken, 
written, or signed. 

Infer Meaning and 
Nuances of Texts 

INT-LIT.NL.1. Recognize 
cognates and familiar or 
practiced words, as well as 
non-traditional letters, 
accents, characters, or tone 
marks. 

INT-LIT.NM.1. Recognize 
cognates and words from 
context, as well as non-
traditional letters, accents, 
characters, or tone marks. 

INT-LIT.NH.1. Recognize 
cognates and 
infer meaning of unfamiliar 
words or phrases using 
context clues and background 
knowledge. 

INT-LIT.IL.1. Infer meaning of 
unfamiliar phrases using 
context clues, background 
knowledge, and related word 
families. 

INT-LIT.IM.1. Infer meaning of 
unfamiliar phrases using 
context clues, background 
knowledge, and related word 
families. 

INT-LIT.IH.1. Infer underlying 
message of text via literary 
devices used, such as 
anecdotes, satire, or 
suspense. 

INT-LIT.AL.1. Infer nuances of 
text via literary devices used, 
such as alliteration, 
juxtaposition, or symbolism.  

Recognize/Use 
Organizational 
Features of Texts 

INT-LIT.NL.2. Recognize 
visual, aural, and 
organizational features to 
identify the purpose of very 
simple texts, such as lists, 
labels, headlines, or titles. 

INT-LIT.NM.2. Recognize 
visual, aural, and 
organizational features to 
identify the purpose of simple 
texts, such as infographics, 
song refrains, simple poems, 
or schedules.  

INT-LIT.NH.2. Use visual, 
aural, and organizational 
features to identify the 
purpose of simple texts, such 
as fables, graphics, 
announcements, or 
instructions. 

INT-LIT.IL.2. Use visual, aural, 
and organizational features to 
identify the author’s purpose 
and point of view in 
straightforward texts, such as 
poetry, short stories, charts, 
or pros and cons.  

INT-LIT.IM.2. Use visual, 
aural, and organizational 
features to compare the 
points of view of various 
authors on similar topics in 
straightforward texts, such as 
short novels, survey results, 
recommendations, or cause 
and effect.  

INT-LIT.IH.2. Use visual, aural 
and organizational features to 
compare and relate the points 
of view of various authors on 
similar topics in complex 
texts, such as novels, 
descriptions, song lyrics, or 
problems and solutions.  

INT-LIT.AL.2. Use visual, 
aural, and organizational 
features to analyze the points 
of view of various authors in 
complex texts, such as novels, 
reports, rationales, or 
editorials. 

Apply Self-
Questioning Skills 

INT-LIT.NL.3. Use literal or 
factual self-questioning 
before, during, and after 
engaging with texts, such as 
“Who, where, when, what, or 
how many?” 

INT-LIT.NM.3. Use literal or 
factual self-questioning 
before, during, and after 
engaging with texts, such as 
“What time, who is, why, or 
how?”  

INT-LIT.NH.3. Use a mixture 
of literal and inferential self-
questioning before, during, 
and after engaging with texts, 
such as “What happened or 
what might happen next?” 

INT-LIT.IL.3. Use inferential 
self-questioning before, 
during, and after engaging 
with texts, such as “Why did 
the character do this or what 
can I conclude about the 
actions of a character?” 

INT-LIT.IM.3. Use analytical 
self-questioning before, 
during, and after engaging 
with texts, such as “What 
evidence is provided or what 
is confusing?” 

INT-LIT.IH.3. Use evaluative 
self-questioning before, 
during and after engaging 
with texts, such as “What 
would I change or do I agree 
with the author?” 

INT-LIT.AL.3. Use critical self-
questioning before, during, 
and after engaging with texts, 
such as “Who is affected by 
this or how is this similar to a 
certain group of people?” 

Make Text 
Connections 

INT-LIT.NL.4. Make personal 
connections to a text using 
prior knowledge or 
experiences. 

INT-LIT.NM.4. Make personal 
connections to a text using 
prior knowledge or 
experiences. 

INT-LIT.NH.4. Make simple 
text-to-text connections using 
information from previous 
texts. 

INT-LIT.IL.4. Make text-to-text 
connections using 
information from previous 
texts. 

INT-LIT.IM.4. Make text-to-
world connections using 
information from previous 
texts, research, and diverse 
sources. 

INT-LIT.IH.4. Make in-depth 
connections among various 
texts using researched 
information from diverse 
sources. 

INT-LIT.AL.4. Make in-depth 
connections among various 
texts using researched 
information from diverse 
sources. 

Select, Use, and 
Cite Resources 

INT-LIT.NL.5. Use digital and 
cultural resources 
appropriately.  

INT-LIT.NM.5. Use digital and 
cultural resources 
appropriately. 

INT-LIT.NH.5. Select relevant 
digital and cultural resources 
and use appropriately. 

INT-LIT.IL.5. Select relevant 
digital and cultural resources, 
use appropriately, and cite 
accurately. 

INT-LIT.IM.5. Select relevant 
digital and cultural resources, 
use appropriately, and cite 
accurately. 

INT-LIT.IH.5. Select a variety 
of relevant digital and cultural 
resources, use appropriately, 
and cite accurately. 

INT-LIT.AL.5. Select a variety 
of relevant digital and cultural 
resources, use appropriately, 
and cite accurately.  

 
*Authentic texts indicate print or media materials created by members of a language and culture group for members of the same language and culture group, and that learners would encounter beyond the classroom or learning environment.  
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INTERPERSONAL INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION 
No data NOVICE 

STANDARDS 
INTERMEDIATE 

STANDARDS 
ADVANCED  

STANDARDS 

 Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate High Advanced Low 

LANGUAGE 
FUNCTIONS 

Communicate with others 
by answering a few 
practiced questions with 
words and phrases and the 
help of visuals or gestures. 

Communicate with others by 
asking and answering a few 
practiced questions using 
words, phrases, and simple 
sentences. 

Communicate with others by 
asking and answering 
practiced and some original 
questions using simple 
sentences most of the time. 

Exchange information and 
ask appropriate follow-up 
questions using simple 
created sentences. 

Negotiate meaning while 
exchanging information in 
conversations and ask a 
variety of follow-up 
questions using connected 
sentences and series of 
connected sentences. 

Negotiate meaning while 
exchanging information in 
extended conversations and 
discussions and ask a 
variety of questions using 
connected sentences that 
may form paragraphs across 
various time frames. 

Maintain discussions and 
extended conversations 
using a few simple 
paragraphs across all time 
frames. 

Investigate 
Intercultural  
Products, Practices,  
and Perspectives 

INP-C.NL.1. Identify a few 
typical products and practices 
related to familiar, everyday 
life in native and other 
cultures. 

INP-C.NM.1. Identify typical 
products and practices 
related to familiar, everyday 
life in native and other 
cultures. 

INP-C.NH.1. Identify products 
and practices related to 
everyday life to help 
understand perspectives of 
native and other cultures. 

INP-C.IL.1. Compare products 
and practices related to 
everyday life and personal 
interests or studies to help 
understand perspectives of 
native and other cultures. 

INP-C.IM.1. Compare 
products and practices of 
personal interest or 
researched topics to help 
understand perspectives of 
native and other cultures. 

INP-C.IH.1. Compare 
products and practices of 
personal interest or 
researched topics to help 
understand perspectives of 
native and other cultures. 

INP-C.AL.1. Share how a 
variety of products and 
practices of public and 
personal interest are related 
to perspectives of native and 
other cultures. 

Interact with 
Culturally 
Appropriate 
Language and 
Behaviors 

INP-C.NL.2. Interact in very 
familiar intercultural 
situations using practiced 
language and behaviors and 
show cultural awareness by 
recognizing a few culturally 
appropriate behaviors. 

INP-C.NM.2. Interact in very 
familiar intercultural 
situations using practiced 
language and behaviors and 
show cultural awareness by 
recognizing culturally 
appropriate behaviors. 

INP-C.NH.2. Interact in 
familiar intercultural 
situations using learned 
language and behaviors and 
show cultural awareness by 
recognizing culturally 
appropriate behaviors. 

INP-C.IL.2. Converse in 
familiar situations at school, 
work, or play using culturally 
appropriate learned language 
and behaviors. 

INP-C.IM.2. Converse in 
familiar situations at school, 
work, or play using culturally 
appropriate language and 
behaviors. 

INP-C.IH.2. Converse in 
familiar situations at school, 
work, or play using culturally 
appropriate language and 
behaviors, recognizing that 
significant differences exist 
among cultures. 

INP-C.AL.2. Converse in 
familiar and some unfamiliar 
situations showing some 
awareness of subtle cultural 
differences by adjusting 
behavior accordingly. 

Exchange 
Information 
and Ideas 

INP-C.NL.3. Provide basic 
information on very familiar 
topics. 

INP-C.NM.3. Request and 
share simple information on 
familiar or everyday topics. 

INP-C.NH.3. Request and 
share information on familiar 
and everyday topics. 

INP-C.IL.3. Converse on a 
variety of familiar topics. 

INP-C.IM.3. Converse on a 
variety of familiar topics and 
some concrete researched 
topics.  

INP-C.IH.3. Converse on a 
variety of familiar and 
concrete researched topics. 

INP-C.AL.3. Discuss a variety 
of familiar and unfamiliar 
concrete researched topics.  

Meet Personal 
Needs or Address 
Situations 

INP-C.NL.4. Express a few 
basic personal needs in very 
familiar situations. 

INP-C.NM.4. Express basic 
needs in familiar or everyday 
situations. 

INP-C.NH.4. Interact with 
others to meet basic needs in 
familiar and everyday 
situations. 

INP-C.IL.4. Interact with 
others to meet needs in 
familiar and everyday 
situations. 

INP-C.IM.4. Interact with 
others to meet needs in a 
variety of familiar and 
everyday situations. 

INP-C.IH.4. Meet needs in a 
variety of familiar and 
everyday situations, 
sometimes involving a 
complication. 

INP-C.AL.4. Resolve an 
unexpected complication in a 
familiar or everyday situation. 

Express, React to, 
and Support 
Preferences, 
Opinions, 
Viewpoints 

INP-C.NL.5. Express a few 
basic preferences or feelings. 

INP-C.NM.5. Express basic 
preferences or feelings and 
react to those of others. 

INP-C.NH.5. Express, ask 
about, and react to simple 
preferences, feelings, or 
opinions on familiar topics. 

INP-C.IL.5. Express, ask about, 
and react with some detail to 
preferences, feelings, or 
opinions on familiar topics. 

INP-C.IM.5. Exchange and 
react to preferences, feelings, 
opinions, and simple advice 
on a variety of familiar topics. 

INP-C.IH.5. Explain and react 
to viewpoints, emotions, and 
advice on a variety of familiar 
topics and some concrete 
researched topics. 

INP-C.AL.5. Explain, react to, 
and compare viewpoints, 
emotions, and advice on a 
variety of familiar and 
unfamiliar concrete 
researched topics.  
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INTERPERSONAL LITERACY 

No data NOVICE 
STANDARDS 

INTERMEDIATE 
STANDARDS 

ADVANCED  
STANDARDS 

No data Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate High Advanced Low 

LITERACY 
FUNCTIONS 

Use interpersonal skills  
to interact and 
communicate effectively. 

Use interpersonal skills  
to interact and communicate 
effectively. 

Use interpersonal skills to 
interact and communicate 
effectively. 

Use interpersonal skills  
to interact and communicate 
effectively. 

Use interpersonal skills  
to interact, negotiate 
meaning, and communicate 
effectively. 

Use interpersonal skills  
to interact, negotiate 
meaning, and communicate 
effectively. 

Use interpersonal skills  
to interact, negotiate 
meaning, and communicate 
effectively. 

Communicate,  
React, and 
Show Interest 

INP-LIT.NL.1. Use familiar, 
relevant vocabulary and 
structures and rehearsed or 
imitated cultural behaviors to 
communicate, react, and 
show interest. 

INP-LIT.NM.1. Use familiar, 
relevant vocabulary and 
structures and rehearsed or 
imitated cultural behaviors to 
communicate, react, and 
show interest. 

INP-LIT.NH.1. Use culturally 
appropriate and relevant 
language and rehearsed or 
learned behaviors to 
communicate, react, and 
show interest. 

INP-LIT.IL.1. Use culturally 
appropriate and relevant 
language, syntax, and learned 
behaviors to communicate, 
react, and show interest. 

INP-LIT.IM.1. Use culturally 
appropriate and relevant 
language, syntax, and learned 
behaviors to communicate, 
react, and show interest. 

INP-LIT.IH.1. Use culturally 
appropriate and relevant 
content and syntax and begin 
to adjust language or 
behaviors as needed to 
communicate, react, and show 
interest. 

INP-LIT.AL.1. Use culturally 
appropriate and relevant 
content and syntax and 
adjust language or behaviors 
as needed to communicate, 
react, and show interest. 

Continue and 
Extend 
Conversations 

INP-LIT.NL.2. Use a few very 
simple verbal or nonverbal 
interjections, rejoinders, or 
requests for clarification. 

INP-LIT.NM.2. Use very simple 
verbal and nonverbal 
interjections, rejoinders, 
requests for clarification, 
interrogatives, transitions. 

INP-LIT.NH.2. Use simple 
interjections, rejoinders, 
requests for clarification, 
interrogatives, and transition 
words. 

INP-LIT.IL.2. Use a variety of 
simple interjections, 
rejoinders, interrogatives, and 
transitions. 

INP-LIT.IM.2. Use some 
complex interjections, 
rejoinders, interrogatives, and 
transitions. 

INP-LIT.IH.2. Use a variety of 
complex interjections, 
rejoinders, interrogatives, and 
transitions. 

INP-LIT.AL.2. Use a variety of 
complex interjections, 
rejoinders, interrogatives, 
and transitions. 

Increase 
Comprehensibility 
and Clarity of 
Expression 

INP-LIT.NL.3. Increase 
comprehensibility using 
gestures, hand shapes, facial 
expressions, repetition, or 
awareness of pronunciation. 

INP-LIT.NM.3. Increase 
comprehensibility using 
gestures, hand shapes, facial 
expressions, repetition, word 
substitution, or awareness of 
pronunciation, tone, or pitch. 

INP-LIT.NH.3. Increase 
comprehensibility and clarify 
information using word 
substitution, rephrasing, 
circumlocution, and attention 
to pronunciation, tone, pitch. 

INP-LIT.IL.3. Enhance 
comprehensibility and clarify 
information using simple 
explanations, rephrasing, 
circumlocution, and some 
consistency in pronunciation, 
tone, or pitch. 

INP-LIT.IM.3. Enhance 
comprehensibility and clarity 
using simple explanations, 
rephrasing, circumlocution, 
self-correction, and mostly 
consistent pronunciation, 
tone or pitch. 

INP-LIT.IH.3. Enhance 
comprehensibility and clarity 
using self-correction, 
paraphrasing, and mostly 
consistent pronunciation, tone 
or pitch, register, and rate of 
speech. 

INP-LIT.AL.3. Enhance 
comprehensibility and clarity 
using paraphrasing, 
elaboration, consistent 
pronunciation, tone or pitch, 
register, and rate of speech. 

Infer Meaning of 
Unfamiliar 
Language 

INP-LIT.NL.4. Infer meaning 
of unfamiliar language from 
gestures, facial and body 
expressions, or context clues 
during simple interactions. 

INP-LIT.NM.4. Infer meaning 
of unfamiliar language from 
gestures, facial and body 
expressions, or context clues 
during simple interactions. 

INP-LIT.NH.4. Infer meaning 
of unfamiliar language from 
gestures, facial and body 
expressions, context clues, or 
topic of conversation. 

INP-LIT.IL.4. Infer meaning of 
unfamiliar language from 
context or topic of 
conversation. 

INP-LIT.IM.4. Infer meaning of 
unfamiliar language from 
context or topic of 
conversation. 

INP-LIT.IH.4. Infer meaning of 
unfamiliar language from 
context or topic of discussion. 

INP-LIT.AL.4. Infer meaning 
of unfamiliar language from 
context or topic of discussion. 

Select, Use, and  
Cite Resources 

INP-LIT.NL.5. Use digital and 
cultural resources 
appropriately.  

INP-LIT.NM.5. Use digital and 
cultural resources 
appropriately. 

INP-LIT.NH.5. Select relevant 
digital and cultural resources 
and use appropriately. 

INP-LIT.IL.5. Select relevant 
digital and cultural resources, 
use appropriately, and cite 
accurately. 

INP-LIT.IM.5. Select relevant 
digital and cultural resources, 
use appropriately, and cite 
accurately. 

INP-LIT.IH.5. Select a variety 
of relevant digital and cultural 
resources, use appropriately, 
and cite accurately. 

INP-LIT.AL.5. Select a variety 
of relevant digital and 
cultural resources, use 
appropriately, and cite 
accurately.  
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PRESENTATIONAL INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION 
No data NOVICE 

STANDARDS 
INTERMEDIATE 

STANDARDS 
ADVANCED  

STANDARDS 

No data Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate High Advanced Low 

LANGUAGE 
FUNCTIONS 

Present information using 
practiced or familiar words 
and phrases with the help of 
gestures or visuals. 

Present information using a 
mixture of practiced and 
familiar words, phrases, and 
simple sentences. 

Present information using 
mostly simple sentences 
and transitions. 

Present information using 
simple sentences and 
transitions. 

Present information using 
organized connected 
sentences and series of 
sentences. 

Present information using 
organized connected 
sentences that may form 
paragraphs across various 
time frames. 

Present information using 
a few simple paragraphs 
across all time frames. 

Investigate 
Intercultural  
Products, Practices,  
and Perspectives  

P-C.NL.1. Identify a few 
typical products and practices 
related to familiar, everyday 
life in native and other 
cultures. 

P-C.NM.1. Identify typical 
products and practices 
related to familiar, everyday 
life in native and other 
cultures. 

P-C.NH.1. Identify similarities 
and differences between 
typical products and practices 
related to everyday life to 
help understand perspectives 
of native and other cultures. 

P-C.IL.1. Compare products 
and practices related to 
everyday life and personal 
interests or studies to help 
understand perspectives of 
native and other cultures. 

P-C.IM.1. Compare products 
and practices of personal 
interest or researched topics 
to help understand 
perspectives of native and 
other cultures. 

P-C.IH.1. Compare products 
and practices of personal 
interest or researched topics to 
help understand perspectives 
of native and other cultures. 

P-C.AL.1. Explain how a 
variety of products and 
practices of public and 
personal interest are related 
to perspectives of native and 
other cultures. 

Communicate with 
Culturally 
Appropriate 
Language and 
Behaviors 

P-C.NL.2. Present in very 
familiar intercultural 
situations using memorized 
or practiced language and 
behaviors. 

P-C.NM.2. Present in very 
familiar intercultural 
situations using practiced or 
learned language and 
behaviors. 

P-C.NH.2. Present in very 
familiar situations using 
appropriate learned language 
and behaviors to show basic 
cultural awareness. 

P-C.IL.2. Present in familiar 
situations using culturally 
appropriate learned language 
and behaviors, recognizing 
that significant differences 
exist among cultures. 

P-C.IM.2. Present in familiar 
situations using culturally 
appropriate language and 
behaviors, recognizing that 
significant differences exist 
among cultures. 

P-C.IH.2. Present to an 
audience using culturally 
appropriate language and 
behaviors, and show some 
understanding of cultural 
differences by adjusting 
behavior as needed in familiar 
contexts.  

P-C.AL.2. Present 
confidently to audience and 
show some understanding of 
cultural differences by 
adjusting behavior as 
needed in familiar and some 
unfamiliar contexts. 

Inform, Describe, or 
Explain 

P-C.NL.3. Name very familiar 
people, places, and objects. 

P-C.NM.3. Give simple 
information about very 
familiar topics.  

P-C.NH.3. Give simple 
descriptions of familiar and 
everyday topics.  

P-C.IL.3. Inform on, describe, 
and explain familiar and 
everyday topics.  

P-C.IM.3. Inform on, describe, 
and explain a variety of 
familiar topics and some 
concrete researched topics. 

P-C.IH.3. Inform on, describe, 
and explain a variety of 
familiar and concrete 
researched topics. 

P-C.AL.3. Inform on, 
describe, and explain some 
concrete academic, social, 
and career-related topics of 
interest. 

Narrate About Life, 
Events, or 
Experiences 

P-C.NL.4. Provide very basic 
details about self. 

P-C.NM.4. Provide simple 
details about self, interests, 
and activities. 

P-C.NH.4. Provide details 
about personal life, interests, 
and activities. 

P-C.IL.4. Narrate about 
personal life, activities, events, 
and experiences. 

P-C.IM.4. Narrate about some 
past, present, or future 
personal and social events 
and experiences. 

P-C.IH.4. Narrate about past, 
present, and future personal 
experiences and school and 
community events. 

P-C.AL.4. Narrate about 
personal, community, and 
career-related experiences. 

Support 
Preferences, 
Opinions, 
Viewpoints, or 
Arguments 

P-C.NL.5. Express likes and 
dislikes about very familiar 
topics. 

P-C.NM.5. Express likes and 
dislikes about familiar topics. 

P-C.NH.5. Express 
preferences on familiar and 
everyday topics or topics of 
interest. 

P-C.IL.5. Express preferences 
and opinions with supporting 
reasons or evidence on familiar 
and personal interest topics. 

P-C.IM.5. State a viewpoint 
with supporting reasons or 
evidence on familiar and 
personal interest topics. 

P-C.IH.5. State a viewpoint 
with supporting evidence on a 
variety of familiar and personal 
studies topics. 

P-C.AL.5. Present an 
argument with supporting 
evidence on some 
researched academic, social 
and career-related topics of 
interest. 
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PRESENTATIONAL LITERACY 

No data NOVICE 
STANDARDS 

INTERMEDIATE 
STANDARDS 

ADVANCED  
STANDARDS 

No data Novice Low Novice Mid Novice High Intermediate Low Intermediate Mid Intermediate High Advanced Low 

LITERACY 
FUNCTIONS 

Use presentational skills to 
communicate effectively. 

Use presentational skills to 
communicate effectively. 

Use presentational skills to 
communicate effectively. 

Use presentational skills to 
communicate effectively. 

Use presentational skills to 
communicate effectively. 

Use presentational skills to 
communicate effectively. 

Use presentational skills to 
communicate effectively. 

Choose Relevant, 
Authentic Content 
and Concepts 

P-LIT.NL.1. Use authentic 
resources and familiar 
vocabulary and structures 
that are relevant to the topic. 

P-LIT.NM.1. Use authentic 
resources, and familiar 
vocabulary and structures 
that are relevant to the topic. 

P-LIT.NH.1. Use authentic 
resources and familiar 
content, structures, and 
syntax that are relevant to the 
topic. 

P-LIT.IL.1. Use authentic 
resources, content, structures, 
and syntax that are relevant to 
the topic. 

P-LIT.IM.1. Use authentic 
resources, content, syntax, 
and concepts that are 
relevant to the topic. 

P-LIT.IH.1. Use authentic 
resources, content, syntax, 
concepts and cultural 
references that are relevant 
to the topic. 

P-LIT.AL.1. Use a variety of 
authentic resources, content, 
syntax, concepts, and cultural 
references that are relevant to 
the topic. 

Organize 
Information 

P-LIT.NL.2. Organize very 
simple information in a 
logical sequence and clarify 
with gestures or visuals as 
needed by the audience. 

P-LIT.NM.2. Organize 
information in a logical 
sequence, with topic 
sentence, simple details, and 
conclusion, and clarify with 
gestures, visuals, or words as 
needed by the audience. 

P-LIT.NH.2. Organize 
information in a logical 
sequence, with topic 
sentence, simple details, and 
conclusion, and clarify with 
simple language or 
circumlocution as needed by 
the audience. 

P-LIT.IL.2. Organize 
information in a cohesive 
format with transitions and 
clarify with simple language or 
explanations as needed by the 
audience. 

P-LIT.IM.2. Organize 
information in a cohesive 
format with complex 
transitions and clarify with 
simple explanations as 
needed by the audience. 

P-LIT.IH.2. Organize 
information in a cohesive 
format and explain or clarify 
as needed by the audience. 

P-LIT.AL.2. Organize 
information in a cohesive 
format and explain or 
elaborate as needed by the 
audience. 

Increase 
Comprehensibility 
and Clarity of 
Expression 

P-LIT.NL.3. Communicate 
with emerging awareness of 
pronunciation, spelling, 
mechanics, hand shapes, or 
signing parameters to 
increase comprehensibility. 

P-LIT.NM.3. Communicate 
with awareness of 
pronunciation, spelling, 
mechanics, hand shapes, or 
signing parameters to 
increase comprehensibility. 

P-LIT.NH.3. Communicate 
with attention to 
pronunciation, spelling, 
mechanics, hand shapes, or 
signing parameters to 
increase comprehensibility. 

P-LIT.IL.3. Communicate with 
attention to accuracy of 
spoken, written, or signed 
components of language to 
increase comprehensibility. 

P-LIT.IM.3. Communicate 
with attention to accuracy of 
spoken, written, or signed 
components of language to 
increase comprehensibility. 

P-LIT.IH.3. Approximate 
native pronunciation and 
syntax to increase 
comprehensibility. 

P-LIT.AL.3. Approximate 
native pronunciation and 
syntax to increase 
comprehensibility. 

Maintain and 
Increase 
Audience Interest 

P-LIT.NL.4. Maintain 
audience interest via 
gestures, creativity, emotion, 
technology, or visuals. 

P-LIT.NM.4. Maintain 
audience interest via content, 
creativity, emotion, humor, 
technology, or visuals. 

P-LIT.NH.4. Maintain 
audience interest via details, 
creativity, emotion, humor, 
technology, or visuals. 

P-LIT.IL.4. Maintain audience 
interest via description, style, 
technology, or visuals. 

P-LIT.IM.4. Increase 
audience interest via 
elaboration, style, 
technology, or visuals. 

P-LIT.IH.4. Increase audience 
interest via elaboration, style, 
technology, or visuals. 

P-LIT.AL.4. Increase audience 
interest via elaboration, style, 
technology, or visuals. 

Select, Use, and  
Cite Resources 

P-LIT.NL.5. Use digital and 
cultural resources 
appropriately.  

P-LIT.NM.5. Use digital and 
cultural resources 
appropriately. 

P-LIT.NH.5. Select relevant 
digital and cultural resources 
and use appropriately. 

P-LIT.IL.5. Select relevant 
digital and cultural resources, 
use appropriately, and cite 
accurately. 

P-LIT.IM.5. Select relevant 
digital and cultural resources, 
use appropriately, and cite 
accurately. 

P-LIT.IH.5. Select a variety of 
relevant digital and cultural 
resources, use appropriately, 
and cite accurately. 

P-LIT.AL.5. Select a variety of 
relevant digital and cultural 
resources, use appropriately, 
and cite accurately.  
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Model Curriculum and Standards Alignment 
The purpose of the model curriculum is to provide clarity on Ohio’s Learning Standards for World Languages and Cultures and set the foundation for planning and developing instruction to implement 
these standards. The model curriculum reflects the expertise and collaboration of Ohio world language educators. It is not a full curriculum, nor does it tell what teachers should teach. All curriculum 
development is a local responsibility. 

MODEL CURRICULUM DOMAINS AND DESCRIPTORS 

DOMAIN WHAT IT DESCRIBES EXAMPLES 

Expectations 
for Learning 

Expectations for Learning break down the performance 
sublevels within the proficiency benchmarks of Novice, 
Intermediate, and Advanced. 

 Novice Low, Mid, High 
 Intermediate Low, Mid, High 
 Advanced Low 

Function Functions are the global tasks the learner can perform in the 
language. 

 Exchange information, opinions, and viewpoints 
 Meet needs of self and others 
 Inform, narrate, describe, explain, analyze 

Context Contexts are intercultural situations in which the learner can 
function. 

 Familiar and everyday situations 
 One’s immediate environment  
 Situations with a complication 

Discourse 
Type 

Discourse (or text) type is the range of language the learner can 
understand and produce to perform the functions of the level 
within a given intercultural context. 

 Words, phrases  
 Sentences, strings of sentences 
 Connected sentences, paragraphs 

Literacy Skill 

World language literacy skills are the specifics of reading, writing, 
speaking, listening, viewing, and signing across the interpretive, 
interpersonal, and presentational modes of intercultural 
communication. 

 Infer meaning of unfamiliar language 
 Make text-to-text connections 
 Maintain and extend conversations 

Content 
Elaborations 

Content Elaborations are examples of intercultural global 
themes and sub-topics whose content the learner can 
understand and discuss as they progress from Novice Low 
through Advanced Low sublevels.  

 Beauty and Aesthetics: Art and music 
 Families and Communities: Identity, traditions, and 

celebrations 
 Contemporary Life: Leisure activities and events 

Authentic 
Cultural 

Materials 

In the context of the standards and model curriculum, authentic 
cultural materials are print or media resources created by 
members of a language and culture group for members of the 
same language and culture group, and that learners would 
encounter beyond the classroom or learning environment. 

 Headlines, invitations, social media posts 
 Travel guides, literary excerpts, movie clips 
 Song lyrics, current event reports, websites of international 

organizations 

Progress 
Indicators  

Progress Indicators are vertically aligned examples of what 
content-based performance could look like in a learning 
environment, real world situation, or beyond-the-classroom 
intercultural context as learners progress from Novice Low 
through Advanced Low sublevels. 

 Novice: List types of rooms in homes in one’s own and the 
target cultures. 

 Intermediate: Compare the use of space in homes in one’s 
own and the target cultures. 

 Advanced: Explain efforts to create eco-friendly housing 
design across cultures. 
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INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION: INVESTIGATE | INTERACT 
EXPECTATIONS FOR LEARNING 

Intercultural communication refers to how learners use the target language to investigate, explain, and reflect on the relationship between the products, practices, and perspectives of their own culture and the target cultures. Learners 
develop their ability to interact effectively and appropriately with people from other language and cultural backgrounds, which occurs as the result of intentional goal-setting and self- reflection around language and cultural 

perspectives. Intercultural content will vary based on factors such as target language and learning context. 

NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 
Novice Low learners investigate 
and interact at a basic level in 
intercultural contexts. They 
begin to identify products, 
practices, and behaviors from 
their own and other cultures. 

Novice Mid learners begin to 
understand perspectives 
through the products and 
practices of their own and 
other cultures. They differ from 
Novice Low learners in the 
quantity and quality of how 
they function in intercultural 
contexts. 

Novice High learners begin to 
understand perspectives 
through the products and 
practices of their own and 
other cultures. They show 
some Intermediate Low 
performance in intercultural 
contexts, but they are unable to 
sustain it. 

Intermediate Low learners 
investigate and interact at a 
functional level in intercultural 
contexts. They begin to 
recognize that significant 
differences may exist among 
cultural perspectives. 

Intermediate Mid learners 
recognize that significant 
differences may exist among 
cultural perspectives. They 
differ from Intermediate Low 
learners in the quantity and 
quality of how they function in 
intercultural contexts. 

Intermediate High learners 
begin to show awareness of 
how and why perspectives 
differ among cultures. They 
show some Advanced Low 
performance in intercultural 
contexts, but they are unable to 
sustain it. 

Advanced Low learners 
investigate and interact at a 
competent level. They 
understand how and why 
perspectives differ among 
cultures. 

Functions: 
• Recognize and identify a few 

simple products or 
practices. 

• Show cultural awareness by 
recognizing a few cultural 
behaviors when interacting. 

Functions: 
• Identify typical products and 

practices. 
• Show cultural awareness by 

recognizing some cultural 
behaviors when interacting. 

Functions: 
• Identify some similarities and 

differences among typical 
products, practices, and 
perspectives. 

• Recognize culturally 
appropriate behaviors when 
interacting. 

Functions: 
• Compare products and 

practices to understand 
perspectives. 

• Interact in culturally 
appropriate ways. 

Functions: 
• Compare products and 

practices to understand 
perspectives. 

• Interact in culturally 
appropriate ways. 

Functions: 
• Relate products and 

practices to perspectives and 
cultural norms. 

• Interact in culturally 
appropriate ways and adjust 
behaviors as needed. 

Functions: 
• Explain some diversity 

among products and 
practices and how this 
diversity relates to 
perspectives and cultural 
norms. 

• Interact in culturally 
appropriate ways and adjust 
behaviors as needed.  

Context: 
• A few very familiar or 

everyday topics or situations 
in one’s own and other 
cultures. 

Context: 
• Familiar or everyday topics 

or situations in one’s own 
and other cultures. 

Context: 
• Familiar and everyday topics 

or situations in one’s own 
and other cultures. 

Context: 
• Familiar topics and 

situations related to 
everyday life or personal 
interests in one’s own and 
other cultures. 

Context: 
• Familiar topics and 

situations related to 
concrete research or 
personal studies in one’s 
own and other cultures. 

Context: 
• Familiar topics and 

situations related to concrete 
research or personal studies 
in one’s own and other 
cultures. 

Context: 
• Topics and situations related 

to public and personal 
interest in one’s own and 
other cultures. 

Discourse Type: 
• Memorized or imitated 

language and behaviors. 

Discourse Type: 
• Imitated or practiced 

language and behaviors. 

Discourse Type: 
• Learned language and 

behaviors. 

Discourse Type: 
• Culturally appropriate 

learned language and 
behaviors. 

Discourse Type: 
• Culturally appropriate 

language and behaviors. 

Discourse Type: 
• Culturally appropriate 

language and behaviors. 

Discourse Type: 
• Culturally appropriate 

language and behaviors. 
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INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION: INVESTIGATE | INTERACT 
CONTENT ELABORATIONS 

Content Elaborations are examples of intercultural global themes and sub-topics whose content the learner can understand and discuss as they progress from Novice Low through Advanced Low sublevels. 

NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 
Novice Low learners investigate 
familiar or everyday cultural 
products and practices in their 
own and other cultures,  
such as: 

Novice Mid learners investigate 
familiar or everyday cultural 
products, practices, and 
perspectives in their own and 
other cultures, such as: 

Novice High learners 
investigate familiar and 
everyday cultural products, 
practices, and perspectives in 
their own and other cultures, 
such as: 

Intermediate Low learners 
investigate cultural products, 
practices, and perspectives 
related to everyday life or 
personal interests in their own 
and other cultures, such as: 

Intermediate Mid learners 
investigate cultural products, 
practices, and perspectives 
from familiar concrete 
researched topics or personal 
studies in their own and other 
cultures, such as: 

Intermediate High learners 
investigate cultural products, 
practices, and perspectives 
from concrete researched 
topics or personal studies 
across cultures, such as: 

Advanced learners investigate 
cultural products, practices, 
and perspectives from topics of 
public or personal interest 
across cultures, such as: 

● Greetings, how people greet 
● Numbers, counting 
● Stores, pricing 
● Dates, holidays 
● School supplies, school 

schedules 
● Flags, flag design 
● Days of the week, telling the 

date 
● Months, calendars 
● Types of pets, popular pet 

names 
● Foods, portion size 
● Artists, art movements 
● Careers, formal and informal 

titles 
● School supplies, Back-to-

School events 

● Food, mealtimes, importance 
of dining together 

● Clothing, leisure activities, 
appropriate dress 

● Decorations, how people 
celebrate, reasons for 
celebrations 

● Types of houses, house design, 
size of rooms 

● Rooms in a house, use of 
space, what makes a house a 
home 

● School subjects, grade levels, 
teen attitudes toward testing 

● Invitations, special occasions, 
rites of passage 

● Tongue twisters, typical 
games, value of traditional 
rhymes 

● Musical instruments, music 
performances, music 
appreciation 

● Video and cell phones, school 
life, importance of 
extracurriculars 

● Currency, shopping, saving vs 
spending 

● Meals, grocery shopping, food 
scarcity 

● School schedules, course 
selections, role of academics 
in career choice 

● Family members, types of 
families, roles of family 
members 

● National parks, history of park 
names, importance of parks 

● Monuments, monument 
names, national pride 

● Cultural landmarks, 
architecture, landmark 
preservation 

● Famous artists, art styles, art 
appreciation 

● Professions, work hours, 
attitudes toward vacation time 

● TV or streaming channels, 
prime time programming, 
popularity of various shows 

● Graphic novels, reading, the 
role of literacy in learning and 
life 

● Landmarks, behavior at 
landmarks, how landmarks 
represent national identity 

● Monuments, traditional 
events, how identity is tied to 
traditional events 

● Daily routines, leisure 
activities, value of free time 

● Youth hostels, sightseeing, 
sense of personal space 

● Transportation options, how 
people travel, impact of 
transportation on 
environment 

● Museums, works of art, ideas 
of beauty 

● Literary works, literary 
movements, societal value of 
literature 

● The arts, dancing, beauty 
ideals 

● Literature, culture events, 
importance of traditions 

● Invitations, special occasions, 
cultural value of celebrations 

● Ancient architecture, religious 
ceremonies, impact of 
mythology 

● Fashion houses, clothing 
trends, attitudes toward thrift 
shops 

● Social media, ways people 
communicate or socialize, 
technology’s effects on levels 
of formality in relationships 

● Reusable bags, recycling, 
environmental responsibility 

● Food pyramid, exercise 
routines, trends in dieting 

● Clothing, personal style, 
culturally appropriate attire 

● Minimum wage, work week 
hours, value of vacation  

● Green products, recycling, 
earth-friendly beliefs 

● Historical events, social 
norms, value of 
demonstrations 

● Family structures, weddings, 
treatment of elders 

● Obituaries, funerals, attitudes 
toward death and dying 

● Commercials, advertising, 
what makes a product sell 

● Building, neighborhoods, how 
city design affects lifestyles 

● Curriculum Vitae, applying for 
a job, employer expectations 

● University life, applying for 
university, societal value of 
various professions 

● Pharmaceuticals, use of 
antibiotics, attitudes toward 
vaccines 

● National identity, globalized 
practices, use of foreign words 

● Love poems, marriage, 
discrimination 

● Political groups, public 
speaking, social class nuances 

● Migrant workers, seasonal 
hiring, acculturation 

● Public schools, educational 
testing, role of education in 
quality of life 

● Material comforts, lifestyles, 
value of efficiency 

● Exports, trade practices, 
disaster relief efforts 
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INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION: INVESTIGATE | INTERACT 
AUTHENTIC CULTURAL RESOURCES 

Authentic cultural resources indicate print or media materials created by members of a language and culture group for members of the same language and culture group, and that learners would encounter beyond the classroom or 
learning environment. Learners should be exposed to authentic media and texts beginning at Novice Low, regardless of the methodology, learning materials, or instructional approach. Exposure to a variety of authentic language and 

cultural resources as early as possible is essential to developing intercultural communicative competence for all learners.  

NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 
Relevant texts and media 
resources for Novice Low 
learners might include: 

In addition to the Novice Low 
resources, relevant texts and 
media for Novice Mid learners 
might include: 

In addition to the Novice Mid 
resources, relevant texts and 
media for Novice High learners 
might include: 

In addition to the Novice High 
resources, relevant texts and 
media for Intermediate Low 
learners might include: 

In addition to the Intermediate 
Low resources, relevant texts 
and media for Intermediate Mid 
learners might include: 

In addition to the Intermediate 
Mid resources, relevant texts 
and media for Intermediate 
High learners might include: 

In addition to the Intermediate 
High resources, relevant texts 
and media for Advanced Low 

learners might include: 

● Song, movie, book, or poetry 
titles 

● Headlines 
● Simple instructions  
● Invitations and greeting cards 
● Short texts or social media 

posts 
● Passports 
● Maps 
● Simple voicemails 
● Announcements 
● Birth or wedding certificates 
● Catalog/shopping website of 

familiar items (clothing, 
school supplies, etc.) 

● Lists, labels, menus 
● Pay stubs 
● Graffiti, grave markers, 

obituaries 
● Calendars 
● School schedules 

● Simple song lyrics, refrains, or 
poetry 

● Simple interviews or 
conversations  

● Short excerpts from comics, 
cartoons, stories, or movies 

● Movie posters or trailers  
● Advertisements or 

commercials  
● Personal emails 
● Family or genealogy charts 
● Weather reports 
● Census data, timelines 
● Job titles and blurbs 
● Flyers, billboards, infographics 
● Transportations schedules 
● School websites 
● Directions 

● Music videos   
● Real estate ads  
● Simple job postings 
● Museum brochures or 

websites   
● Travel guides or reviews  
● Travel websites and maps  
● Simple stories, fables, and 

books  
● Step-by-step instructions 
● Excerpts from documentaries   
● TV or streaming schedules 
● Political cartoons or campaign 

posters  
● Simple horoscopes  
● Excerpts of graphics or videos 

from international 
organizations’ websites. 

● Public service announcements 
● Film/ theater/book reviews 
● Expenses, budgets, bills 
● Online chats 
● Job applications/postings 
● CV, resumes 
● Television series or cartoons 
● Graphic novels 
● Museum guides (visual/audio) 
● Instructional guides or 

directions 
● Literary or historical prose 

(excerpts or full) 
● Plays (excerpts or full) 
● Quatrains 
● Medical forms 
● Online games 
● Special announcements 
● Census surveys 
● Social media platforms 

● Wikipedia entries 
● Professional emails 
● Statistical reports or 

infographics 
● Editorials and interviews 
● Blogs 
● Commercial websites 
● News or current events reports  
● Human interest or popular 

culture articles 
● Scientific articles 
● Literary works (visual and text) 
● Excerpts from biographies, 

autobiographies, and letters 
● International organizations’ 

websites (Red Cross, Doctors 
Without Borders, Global Goals, 
etc.) 

● Fiction and non-fiction books 
(chapters or full) 

● Films and documentaries 
(excerpts or full) 

● Topic-specific interviews and 
articles 

● Memoirs (chapters or full) 
● Wedding speeches or toasts 
● Cultural interest reports 
● Financial reports or 

infographics 
● Petitions and formal letters 
● Rap music 
● Legal documents 
● Community websites or 

groups 

● Audio lectures 
● Academic articles 
● Plays and lyric poetry 
● Personal interest books or 

media  
● Eulogies 
● Sermons 
● Soap operas 
● Guidebooks 
● Historical travelogs or travel 

blogs 
● Mortgage deeds 
● Editorials or letters to editor 
● Campaign and political 

speeches 
● Constitutions (excerpts) 
● Government websites 
● Business or corporate websites 
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INTERPRETIVE COMMUNICATION: LISTENING | VIEWING | READING 
EXPECTATIONS FOR LEARNING 

Interpretive communication means the interpretation of what the author, speaker, or presenter wants the receiver of the message to understand. It is one-way communication with no ability to actively negotiate meaning with the 
creator.  Interpretation implies the ability to read, listen, or view “between the lines,” including understanding from the cultural perspective of both the creator of the message and the receiver of the message. 

NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 
Novice Low learners comprehend 
limited information from simple, 
authentic cultural materials. 

Novice Mid learners comprehend 
basic information from simple, 
authentic cultural materials.  They 
differ from Novice Low learners in 
the quantity and quality of the 
information they comprehend. 

Novice High learners comprehend 
simple, authentic cultural texts. 
They may show features of 
Intermediate Low performance 
with more complex texts but 
cannot sustain it. 

Intermediate Low learners begin 
to comprehend information in 
complex authentic cultural 
materials. 

Intermediate Mid learners 
comprehend information in 
complex authentic cultural 
materials. They differ from 
Intermediate Low learners in the 
quantity and quality of the 
information they comprehend. 

Intermediate High learners begin 
to relate components of complex 
authentic cultural materials. They 
may show features of Advanced 
Low performance but cannot 
sustain it. 

Advanced Low learners relate and 
analyze components of complex 
authentic cultural materials. 

Functions:  
● Recognize or identify practiced 

or familiar words and phrases. 

Functions: 
● Identify basic facts and 

information. 

Functions:  
● Identify the topic, isolated facts 

and basic related information. 

Functions: 
● Identify the topic and related 

information 

Functions: 
● Understand the main idea and 

key information. 

Functions: 
● Understand and follow the main 

message or flow of events 

Functions: 
● Understand and analyze the 

underlying message and some 
supporting details. 

Context:  
● Very familiar and everyday 

contexts. 
● Simple, authentic informational 

and fictional materials. 
● Observed or overheard 

conversations. 

Context:  
● Familiar and everyday contexts 
● Simple, authentic informational 

and fictional materials. 
● Observed or overheard 

conversations. 

Context:  
● Familiar and everyday contexts 
● Simple authentic informational 

and fictional materials. 
● Observed or overheard 

conversations.  

Context: 
● A variety of familiar contexts or 

personal interests. 
● Complex authentic 

informational and fictional 
materials. 

● Complex observed or overheard 
conversations. 

Context: 
● Concrete researched topics or 

personal studies. 
● Complex authentic 

informational and fictional 
materials. 

● Complex observed or 
overheard conversations. 

Context: 
● Concrete researched topics or 

personal studies.  
● Complex authentic informational 

and fictional materials. 
● Complex observed or overheard 

conversations. 

Context: 
● Topics of public and personal 

interest. 
● Complex authentic informational 

and fictional materials. 
● Complex observed or overheard 

conversations. 

Discourse Type:  
● Words and phrases supported 

by visuals, gestures, and facial 
expressions. 

Discourse Type:  
● Words, phrases, and simple 

sentences supported by visuals, 
gestures and facial expressions. 

Discourse Type:  
● Simple sentences. 

Discourse Type: 
● Simple and connected 

sentences or series of 
sentences. 

Discourse Type: 
● Connected sentences and short 

paragraphs. 

Discourse Type: 
● Paragraphs across various time 

frames. 

Discourse Type: 
● Paragraphs across various time 

frames. 

INTERPRETIVE LITERACY INTERPRETIVE LITERACY INTERPRETIVE LITERACY INTERPRETIVE LITERACY INTERPRETIVE LITERACY INTERPRETIVE LITERACY INTERPRETIVE LITERACY 
Begin to Infer Meaning: 
Recognize cognates, familiar or 
practiced words, non-traditional 
letters, accents, characters, or tone 
marks 

Begin to Infer Meaning: 
Recognize cognates and words from 
context, non-traditional letters, 
accents, characters, or tone marks. 

Infer Meaning: 
Recognize cognates and infer 
meaning of unfamiliar words or 
phrases using context clues and 
background knowledge. 

Infer Meaning: 
Infer meaning of unfamiliar phrases 
using context clues, background 
knowledge, and related word 
families. 

Infer Underlying Meaning: 
Infer meaning of unfamiliar phrases 
using context clues, background 
knowledge, and related word 
families. 

Infer Underlying Meaning: 
Infer underlying meaning via literary 
devices used, such as anecdotes, 
satire, or suspense. 

Infer Nuances of Meaning: 
Infer nuances or meaning via literary 
devices used, such as alliteration, 
juxtaposition, or symbolism. 

Recognize Organizational Features: 
Recognize visual, aural, and 
organizational features to identify 
the purpose of simple resources. 

Recognize Organizational Features: 
Recognize visual, aural, and 
organizational features to identify 
the purpose of simple resources. 

Use Organizational Features: 
Use visual, aural, and organizational 
features to identify the purpose of 
simple resources. 

Use Organizational Features: 
Use visual, aural and organizational 
features to identify the author’s 
purpose and point of view in 
straightforward texts. 

Use Organizational Features: 
Use visual, aural, and organizational 
features to compare the points of 
view of various authors on similar 
topics in straightforward texts. 

Use Organizational Features: 
Use visual, aural, and organizational 
features to compare and relate the 
points of view of various authors on 
similar topics in complex texts. 

Use Organizational Features: 
Use visual, aural, and organizational 
features to analyze the points of view 
of various authors in complex texts. 

Apply Self-Questioning Skills: 
Use literal or factual self-questioning 
before, during, and after engaging 
with resources, such as “Who, 
where, when, what, or how many?” 

Apply Self-Questioning Skills: 
Use literal or factual self-questioning 
before, during, and after engaging 
with resources, such as “What time, 
who is, why, or how?” 

Apply Self-Questioning Skills: 
Use a mixture of literal and 
inferential self-questioning before, 
during, and after engaging with 
resources, such as “What happened 
or what might happen next?” 

Apply Self-Questioning Skills: 
Use inferential self-questioning 
before, during, and after engaging 
with texts, such as “Why did the 
character do this or what can I 
conclude about the actions of a 
character?” 

Apply Self-Questioning Skills: 
Use analytical self-questioning 
before, during, and after engaging 
with texts, such as “What evidence is 
provided or what is confusing?” 

Apply Self-Questioning Skills: 
Use evaluative self-questioning 
before, during, and after engaging 
with texts, such as “What would I 
change or do I agree with the 
author?” 

Apply Self-Questioning Skills: 
Use critical self-questioning before, 
during, and after engaging with 
texts, such as “Who is affected by 
this or how is this similar to a certain 
group of people?” 

Make Personal Connections: 
Make personal connections to 
resources using prior knowledge or 
experiences. 

Make Personal Connections: 
Make personal connections to 
resources using prior knowledge or 
experiences. 

Make Text Connections: 
Make simple text-to-text connections 
using information from previous 
resources. 

Make Text Connections: 
Make text-to-text connections using 
information from previous 
resources. 

Make Text Connections: 
Make text-to-world connections 
using information from previous 
texts, research, and diverse sources. 

Make Text Connections: 
Make in-depth connections among 
various texts using researched 
information from diverse sources. 

Make Text Connections: 
Make in-depth connections among 
various texts using researched 
information from diverse sources. 
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INTERPRETIVE PROGRESS INDICATORS: LISTENING | VIEWING 
CONTENT NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 

Advertising and 
Marketing 

Informational Text and Media: 
Recognize a few individual words 
in a school or public 
announcement. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Recognize repeated words, 
taglines, or short quotes from 
commercials or travel ads. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Identify a product name, cost, 
and where to buy it from radio or 
video ads. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Identify the topic and simple 
related information from an 
advertising or marketing 
campaign. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Compare the targeted age group 
and demographics from publicity 
for several newly released films. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Break down the marketing 
strategies of two video ads 
promoting similar products. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Analyze the marketing strategies 
of a popular modern-day product 
or service and compare to past 
promotional strategies. 

Storytelling 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Recognize common opening and 
closing words in oral or visual 
storytelling. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Identify simple phrases 
describing physical or personality 
traits of a cartoon or movie 
character. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Identify characters, setting, or 
theme in an episode of a video 
series. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Compare events in a video series, 
including connections, 
sequencing, or importance to the 
story line. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Compare two short literary or 
fiction films, including characters, 
authors’ points of view, conflicts, 
or tone. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Relate an event in a historical 
fiction film to a similar historical 
or current event, including 
causes, outcomes, or impact of 
the events. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Analyze a film to determine the 
moral of the story or relationships 
among characters. 

Education and 
Interdisciplinary 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow simple directions for 
classroom tasks or routines. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow two-step directions to fill 
in a graphic organizer or school 
schedule. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow simple steps in an online 
video to solve a math problem or 
draw an image. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow multistep instructions to 
create a project or conduct an 
experiment. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow a series of directions to a 
destination or to build a model. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow an online tutorial to solve 
a complex academic problem. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow how-to videos for gamers 
or job interviews. 

Personal and 
Public 
Interactions 

Overheard or Observed 
Conversations: 
Recognize greetings, 
introductions, name, title, age, or 
questions from a simple 
conversation. 

Overheard or Observed 
Conversations: 
Recognize facts and questions 
about phone number, residence, 
family members, or occupations 
from a simple conversation. 

Overheard or Observed 
Conversations: 
Identify facts and questions 
about weekend plans or 
preferences from a conversation 
among peers. 

Overheard or Observed 
Conversations: 
Understand details from a 
planning session about attire for 
a dance or a server’s questions 
about someone’s dinner order. 

Overheard or Observed 
Conversations: 
Understand the storyline and 
details from friends’ conversation 
about a bad date or outing that 
went wrong. 

Overheard or Observed 
Conversations: 
Understand the cause of an 
argument between people in a 
group conversation, podcast, or 
public place. 

Overheard or Observed 
Conversations: 
Understand differing or similar 
views from a debate about 
candidates’ past beliefs and 
future plans. 

INTERPRETIVE PROGRESS INDICATORS: READING 
CONTENT NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 

Identity, 
Tradition, 
Celebration 

Informational Text and Media: 
Recognize a few individual names 
or words in a birth 
announcement or wedding 
invitation. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Recognize items in an online gift 
registry and a few details about 
each item. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Recognize the topic and a few 
details in a family or genealogical 
description or historical account. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Identify how technology 
influences the development of 
personal or public identity, 
cultures, or traditions. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Compare how language and 
culture influence the groups with 
which one associates or relates in 
various cultures. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Relate the influences of language, 
traditions, and social norms on 
identities in various cultures. 

Informational Text and Media: 
Analyze the obstacles that might 
prevent immigrants from 
integrating into society while still 
maintaining their cultural 
identity, and how to mitigate 
such obstacles. 

Literature 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Recognize characters’ names or a 
few words in a fairy tale or movie 
blurb. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Recognize simple facts or phrases 
from captions in an illustrated 
book or a character description. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Identify characters, setting, or 
theme from a short scene in a 
play. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Compare events in two short 
stories or poems, such as themes, 
connections, sequencing, or 
importance to story line. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Compare short literary works 
from different genres, including 
plot points, authors’ points of 
view, conflicts, or tone. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Relate the sequence of events in a 
folktale to a plot twist. 

Fictional Text and Media: 
Analyze fictional texts to 
determine culturally ingrained 
messages and perspectives. 

Following 
Directions 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow familiar instructions for 
posted routines and activities in 
the classroom. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow simple or familiar printed 
schedules for school or 
extracurricular activities. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow simple directions to 
complete a scavenger hunt or 
play a game. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow multi-step directions to 
create an outfit for a cultural 
event. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow a series of directions to 
arrive at a destination. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow multiple instructions to 
submit an online job application. 

Instructions or Directions: 
Follow a multistep tutorial for 
writing an argumentative essay 
or producing a podcast. 

Social Media 
and Digital 
Interactions 

Written Conversations: 
Recognize question words in a 
text message or email.  

Written Conversations: 
Recognize common 
abbreviations in a text message 
or social media thread. 

Written Conversations: 
Identify simple plans from a 
group text or social media thread. 

Written Conversations: 
Identify simple descriptions of 
events in a social media thread. 

Written Conversations: 
Compare the opinions and 
perspectives of individuals 
participating in an online 
discussion/social media thread. 

Written Conversations: 
Determine the main points of a 
debate between people in a blog 
post or video transcript. 

Written Conversations: 
Compare cultural perspectives 
that influence the opinions in an 
online thread, such as the 
definition of family. 
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INTERPERSONAL COMMUNICATION: SPOKEN | WRITTEN | SIGNED CONVERSATIONS AND DISCUSSIONS 
EXPECTATIONS FOR LEARNING 

Interpersonal communication is the active negotiation of meaning among individuals during conversations and discussions. Participants observe and monitor one another as they interact to see how  
their meanings and intentions are being communicated. Adjustments and clarifications are made accordingly as the interaction develops. 

NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 
Novice Low learners provide 
limited information when 
interacting. 

Novice Mid learners provide 
simple information in interactions. 
They differ from Novice Low 
learners in quantity and quality of 
information provided. 

Novice High learners begin to 
create with language when 
interacting. They may show some 
Intermediate Low performance 
but cannot sustain it. 

Intermediate Low learners interact 
with increasing details and created 
language as they exchange 
information in conversations. 

Intermediate Mid learners 
negotiate meaning in interactions. 
They differ from Intermediate Low 
learners in quantity and quality of 
information exchanged. 

Intermediate High learners 
negotiate meaning in extended 
conversations and discussions. 
They may show Advanced Low 
performance but cannot sustain it. 

Advanced Low learners maintain 
extended conversations and 
discussions. 

Functions:  
• Answer a few practiced questions. 
• Provide basic information. 
• Express a few basic personal 

needs. 
• Express a few preferences or 

feelings. 

Functions:  
• Ask and answer a few practiced 

questions. 
• Request and share simple 

information.  
• Express basic needs. 
• Express preferences or feelings 

and react to those of others. 

Functions:  
• Ask and answer practiced and 

created questions. 
• Request and share information. 
• Meet basic needs. 
• Express, ask about, and react to 

simple preferences, feelings, or 
opinions. 

Functions: 
• Exchange information and ideas 

with some detail. 
• Ask appropriate follow-up 

questions. 
• Meet needs of self and others. 
• Express, ask about, and react to 

preferences, feelings, or opinions. 

Functions: 
• Negotiate meaning while 

exchanging information or ideas. 
• Ask a variety of follow-up 

questions. 
• Meet needs of self and others. 
• Exchange and react to feelings, 

opinions, and simple advice. 

Functions: 
• Negotiate meaning while 

exchanging information or ideas. 
• Ask a variety of questions. 
• Meet needs of self and others, 

sometimes with a complication. 
• Exchange and react to viewpoints, 

emotions, and advice. 

Functions: 
• Maintain discussions and extended 

conversations. 
• Resolve unexpected complications. 
• Explain, react to, and compare 

viewpoints, emotions, and advice. 

Context:  
• Interactions within very familiar 

topics and situations in one’s own 
and other cultures. 

Context: 
• Interactions within familiar or 

everyday topics and situations in 
one’s own and other cultures. 

Context: 
• Interactions within familiar and 

everyday topics and situations in 
one’s own and other cultures. 

Context: 
• Conversation within familiar topics 

and situations in one’s own and 
other cultures. 

Context: 
• Conversations and discussions 

within a variety of familiar topics 
and situations in one’s own and 
other cultures. 

Context: 
• Extended intercultural 

conversations and discussions in a 
variety of familiar and concrete 
researched topics and situations  

Context: 
• Extended intercultural conversations 

and discussions in a variety of 
familiar and unfamiliar concrete 
researched topics and situations. 

Discourse Type:  
• Memorized or practiced words and 

phrases with the help of visuals or 
gestures. 

Discourse Type: 
• Memorized or practiced words, 

phrases, simple sentences, and 
questions. 

Discourse Type: 
• Simple learned or created 

sentences and questions most of 
the time. 

Discourse Type: 
• Simple sentences and questions. 

Discourse Type: 
• Connected sentences and series of 

sentences. 

Discourse Type: 
• Connected sentences that may 

form paragraphs across various 
time frames. 

Discourse Type: 
• A few simple paragraphs across all 

time frames. 

INTERPERSONAL LITERACY INTERPERSONAL LITERACY INTERPERSONAL LITERACY INTERPERSONAL LITERACY INTERPERSONAL LITERACY INTERPERSONAL LITERACY INTERPERSONAL LITERACY 
Communicate, React, Show Interest: 
Use familiar, relevant vocabulary and 
structures and rehearsed or imitated 
cultural behaviors to communicate, 
react, and show interest. 

Communicate, React, Show Interest: 
Use familiar, relevant vocabulary 
and structures and rehearsed or 
imitated cultural behaviors to 
communicate, react, show interest. 

Communicate, React, Show Interest: 
Use culturally appropriate and 
relevant language and rehearsed or 
learned behaviors to communicate, 
react, and show interest. 

Communicate, React, Show Interest: 
Use culturally appropriate and 
relevant language, syntax, and 
learned behaviors to communicate, 
react, and show interest. 

Communicate, React, Show Interest: 
Use culturally appropriate and 
relevant language, syntax, and 
learned behaviors to communicate, 
react, and show interest. 

Communicate, React, Show Interest: 
Use culturally appropriate and 
relevant content and syntax and 
begin to adjust behaviors as needed 
to communicate, react, show interest. 

Communicate, React, Show Interest: 
Use culturally appropriate and relevant 
content and syntax and adjust behaviors 
as needed to communicate, react, show 
interest. 

Participate in Conversations: 
Use a few very simple verbal or 
nonverbal interjections, rejoinders, 
or requests for clarification. 

Continue Conversations: 
Use very simple verbal and nonverbal 
interjections, rejoinders, requests for 
clarification, interrogatives, or 
transition words. 

Continue Conversations: 
Use simple interjections, rejoinders, 
requests for clarification, 
interrogatives, and transition words. 

Continue Conversations: 
Use a variety of simple interjections, 
rejoinders, interrogatives, and 
transitions. 

Continue Conversations and 
Discussions: 
Use some complex interjections, 
rejoinders, interrogatives, and 
transitions. 

Extend Conversations and 
Discussions: 
Use a variety of complex interjections, 
rejoinders, interrogatives, and 
transitions. 

Extend Conversations and 
Discussions: 
Use a variety of complex interjections, 
rejoinders, interrogatives, and 
transitions. 

Increase Comprehensibility: 
Increase one’s comprehensibility 
using gestures, hand shapes, facial 
expressions, repetition, or awareness 
of pronunciation. 

Increase Comprehensibility: 
Increase one’s comprehensibility 
using gestures, hand shapes, facial 
expressions, repetition, word 
substitution, or awareness of 
pronunciation, tone, or pitch. 

Increase Comprehensibility: 
Increase one’s comprehensibility and 
clarify information using word 
substitution, rephrasing, 
circumlocution, and attention to 
pronunciation, tone, or pitch. 

Increase Clarity of Expression: 
Enhance comprehensibility and 
clarity using simple explanations, 
rephrasing, circumlocution, self-
correction, and mostly consistent 
pronunciation, tone, or pitch. 

Increase Clarity of Expressions: 
Enhance comprehensibility and 
clarity using simple explanations, 
rephrasing, circumlocution, self-
correction, and mostly consistent 
pronunciation, tone, or pitch. 

Increase Clarity of Expressions: 
Enhance comprehensibility and 
clarity using self-correction, 
paraphrasing, and mostly consistent 
pronunciation, tone or pitch, register, 
and rate of speech. 

Increase Clarity of Expressions: 
Enhance comprehensibility and clarity 
using paraphrasing, elaboration, 
consistent pronunciation, tone or pitch, 
register, and rate of speech. 

Infer Meaning of Unfamiliar 
Language: 
Infer meaning of unfamiliar language 
from gestures, facial and body 
expressions, or context clues during 
simple interactions. 

Infer Meaning of Unfamiliar 
Language: 
Infer meaning of unfamiliar language 
from gestures, facial and body 
expressions, or context clues during 
simple interactions. 

Infer Meaning of Unfamiliar 
Language: 
Infer meaning of unfamiliar language 
from gestures, facial and body 
expressions, context clues, or topic of 
conversation. 

Infer Meaning of Unfamiliar 
Language: 
Infer meaning of unfamiliar language 
from context or topic of conversation. 

Infer Meaning of Unfamiliar 
Language: 
Infer meaning of unfamiliar language 
from context or topic of conversation. 

Infer Meaning of Unfamiliar 
Language: 
Infer meaning of unfamiliar language 
from context or topic of discussion. 

Infer Meaning of Unfamiliar  
Language: 
Infer meaning of unfamiliar language 
from context or topic of discussion.  
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INTERPERSONAL PROGRESS INDICATORS: SPEAKING | SIGNING 
CONTENT NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 

Business 
and 
Commerce 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Use memorized or imitated 
culturally appropriate language 
and behavior when counting 
money or greeting salespeople in 
a store.  

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Use rehearsed culturally 
appropriate language and 
behavior when ordering or 
purchasing an item in familiar 
types of stores. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Use foreign currency with an 
understanding of its conversion 
value. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Use culturally appropriate 
greeting and leave-taking 
language and behaviors when 
visiting a business or interacting 
with a vendor. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Understand and follow social 
norms when declining an item in a 
business or shopping transaction. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Follow cultural norms and interact 
with respectful language and 
behaviors when bargaining at an 
outdoor market. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Interact in a culturally appropriate 
manner when returning or 
exchanging an item. 

Clothing 
and 
Fashion 

Exchange Information: 
Respond when asked the price, 
size, or color of a clothing item. 

Exchange Information: 
Ask and answer simple questions 
about weather when dressing for 
outdoor event. 

Exchange Information: 
Ask and answer simple questions 
about an infographic or video on 
sustainable fashion. 

Exchange Information: 
Exchange information about how 
clothing trends affect the fashion 
industry and vice versa. 

Negotiate Meaning: 
Exchange information about an 
infographic or video clip on 
sustainable fashion practices. 

Negotiate Meaning: 
Discuss the impact of fast fashion 
on the environment. 

Negotiate Meaning: 
Discuss if fast fashion is 
compatible with sustainability. 

Food and 
Hunger 

Meet Personal Needs: 
Volunteer when the teacher asks 
for help with collections for a food 
drive. 

Meet Personal Needs: 
Interact with the server to ask for 
food at a café or restaurant. 

Meet Personal Needs: 
Interact with peers to plan or 
attend a meal-packing event in 
one’s community 

Meet Needs of Self and Others: 
Interact with a group of friends to 
plan deadlines and who will do 
what for an upcoming food drive. 

Meet Needs of Self and Others: 
Collaborate with others to 
organize a food drive for a local 
food pantry, including advertising, 
collecting, and delivering the food. 

Address Complications to Meet 
Needs of Self and Others: 
Interact with restaurant personnel 
to substitute vegan or gluten-free 
ingredients for menu items. 

Resolve Complications to Meet 
Needs of Self and Others: 
Investigate needs of a local or 
global community on food 
insecurity and organize charity 
event to support their needs. 

Life on 
Land and 
Below 
Water 

Express Preferences and 
Opinions: 
Tell favorite animals to a visitor 
from an international zoo. 

Express and React to Preferences 
and Opinions: 
Ask and answer simple  
questions when identifying favorite 
animals across cultures. 

Express and React to Preferences 
and Opinions: 
Exchange opinions about which 
animal identification apps are 
most useful and why. 

Exchange Viewpoints: 
Share and react to opinions with a 
peer about what “life below 
water” means to self and others. 

Exchange Viewpoints or Advice: 
Exchange viewpoints based on 
information about local or global 
deforestation or water pollution 
and its consequences. 

Exchange Viewpoints or Advice: 
Discuss the effects of plastic 
production on the environment 
and strategies for reducing plastic 
waste. 

Exchange Viewpoints or Advice: 
Discuss local invasive species on 
land or water and ways to prevent 
their spread. 

 

INTERPERSONAL PROGRESS INDICATORS: WRITING 
CONTENT NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 

Globalized 
Products 
and 
Practices 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Use culturally appropriate 
abbreviations or emojis in a text 
message. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Use culturally appropriate word 
order and punctuation when 
exchanging time, date, phone 
number, or price on e-commerce 
platforms. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Use culturally appropriate 
formatting of contact information 
when making digital or mobile 
payments. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Compare common globalized 
products such as soft drinks, fast 
food menus, or sportswear with a 
peer from the target culture. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Express and react to opinions on 
social media about an 
international sporting event such 
as the Olympics or the World Cup. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Use culturally appropriate 
formatting, syntax, punctuation, 
and capitalization when writing and 
responding to an informal or formal 
email about a global effort, such as 
conservation. 

Interact in Intercultural Contexts: 
Use culturally appropriate 
personal details, academic 
information, terminology, and 
formatting when corresponding 
about an international job or 
university application. 

Leisure 
Activities 
and Events 

Exchange Information: 
Tell one’s afterschool activities in 
response to a new student’s text or 
social media post. 

Exchange Information: 
Ask and answer questions about 
weather and activities in your 
hometown in an online 
conversation. 

Exchange Information: 
Send an electronic invitation to 
teachers for a school performance 
and answer simple questions they 
may have. 

Exchange Information: 
Create a Venn diagram with a peer 
comparing leisure activities across 
cultures. 

Negotiate Meaning: 
Comment on and compare time 
requirements for academic and 
extracurricular activities in various 
cultures in response to a blog 
post. 

Negotiate Meaning: 
Collaborate with an online group 
or organization to publicize an 
upcoming community event. 

Negotiate Meaning: 
Interact online with a career 
counselor to discuss summer 
tourism jobs locally or abroad 
where knowing another language 
is advantageous or required. 

Schedules 
and Time 

Meet Personal Needs: 
Respond to a family member’s text 
asking about your work schedule 
for the day. 

Meet Personal Needs: 
Exchange information about days 
off at work with a peer or family 
member via text message. 

Meet Personal Needs: 
Exchange information with your 
manager at work via email or text 
to request a day off or change your 
schedule. 

Meet Needs of Self and Others: 
Work with a peer via an online 
shared document to complete an 
assignment for a specific course 
by the deadline. 

Meet Needs of Self and Others: 
Email an employer to express 
interest in a job and inquire about 
the schedule and time 
requirements. 

Address Complications to Meet 
Needs of Self and Others: 
Write to a friend to explain why 
weekend plans were canceled and 
what the alternative plans will be. 

Address Complications to Meet 
Needs of Self and Others: 
Correspond with an event planner 
to confirm or change the logistics 
of an upcoming celebration. 

Music and 
Film 

Express Preferences/Opinions: 
Respond to a simple interactive 
survey about favorite songs or 
movies from the target cultures. 

Express and React to Preferences 
and Opinions: 
React to a text from a friend about 
a new song or movie from another 
culture and ask for their opinion 
about it. 

Express and React to Preferences 
and Opinions: 
Write to an international e-pal to 
talk about a new favorite singer or 
actor from each other’s culture. 

Exchange Viewpoints: 
Compare the importance of and 
opportunities for music-oriented 
activities or instruction in your 
school or town and in various 
cultures. 

Exchange Viewpoints or Advice: 
Give advice online to an 
international exchange student 
who would like to pursue a music 
or acting career in the USA.  

Exchange Viewpoints or Advice:  
Exchange personal viewpoints 
about the existence/funding of 
arts organizations across cultures 
and how this could be increased. 

Exchange Viewpoints or Advice: 
Write a rebuttal to an editorial that 
criticized funding for arts-based 
education or opportunities. 
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PRESENTATIONAL COMMUNICATION: SPEAKING | SIGNING | WRITING 
EXPECTATIONS FOR LEARNING 

Presentational communication is the creation of spontaneous or prepared messages to inform, explain, narrate, give opinions, or persuade. It consists of one-way communication that is intended to facilitate interpretation by the audience where 
no direct opportunity for the active negotiation of meaning between the presenter and the audience exists. To ensure the intended audience is successful in its interpretation, the presenter needs knowledge of the audience’s language and culture. 

NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 
Novice Low learners provide 
limited information in 
spontaneous or prepared 
presentations. 

Novice Mid learners provide 
simple information in 
spontaneous and prepared 
presentations. They differ from 
Novice Low in the quantity and 
quality of information provided. 

Novice High learners begin to 
create with language when 
presenting. They may show 
some Intermediate Low 
performance but cannot 
sustain it. 

Intermediate Low learners 
present information with some 
details and range of topics. 

Intermediate Mid learners 
present information with 
increasing details and range of 
topics. They differ from 
Intermediate Low in quantity 
and quality of information. 

Intermediate High learners 
begin to present extended 
information across a range of 
topics and time frames. They 
may show some unsustained 
Advanced Low performance. 

Advanced Low learners give 
extended presentations across 
a range of topics and time 
frames. 

Functions:  
● Name or list people, places, objects. 
● Provide very basic details. 
● Express simple likes and dislikes. 

Functions:  
● Give simple information.  
● Provide simple details. 
● Express likes and dislikes. 

Functions:  
● Give simple information. 
● Provide simple details. 
● Express preferences and 

opinions. 

Functions: 
● Inform, describe, and explain. 
● Narrate. 
● Express preferences/opinions with 

supporting reasons/evidence. 

Functions: 
● Inform, describe, and explain. 
● Narrate. 
● State a viewpoint with supporting 

reasons or evidence. 

Functions: 
● Inform, describe, and explain. 
● Narrate. 
● State a viewpoint with supporting 

evidence. 

Functions: 
● Inform, describe, and explain. 
● Narrate. 
● Present an argument with 

supporting evidence. 
Context:  
● Very familiar topics and situations 

in one’s own and other cultures. 
● Self, interests, and activities 

Context: 
● Familiar or everyday topics and 

situations in one’s own and other 
cultures. 

● Self, interests, and activities 

Context: 
● Familiar, everyday, or personal 

interest topics and situations in 
one’s own and other cultures. 

● Personal life, interests, and 
activities. 

Context: 
● Familiar, everyday, or personal 

interest topics and situations in 
one’s own and other cultures. 

● Personal life, activities, events, and 
experiences. 

Context: 
● Familiar, personal interest, and 

some concrete researched topics in 
one’s own and other cultures. 

● Past, present, or future personal 
and social events and experiences. 

Context: 
● Familiar, personal studies, and 

concrete researched topics in one’s 
own and other cultures. 

● Past, present, and future personal 
experiences and school or 
community events. 

Context: 
● Concrete academic, social, 

community, and career-related 
topics of interest in one’s own and 
other cultures. 

● Personal, community, and career-
related experiences. 

Discourse Type:  
● Words and phrases with the help 

of visuals or gestures. 

Discourse Type: 
● Words, phrases, and simple 

sentences. 

Discourse Type: 
● Simple sentences and 

transitions most of the time. 

Discourse Type: 
● Simple sentences and transitions. 

Discourse Type: 
● Connected sentences and series of 

sentences. 

Discourse Type: 
● Connected sentences may form 

paragraphs across time frames. 

Discourse Type: 
● Simple paragraphs across time 

frames. 

PRESENTATIONAL LITERACY PRESENTATIONAL LITERACY PRESENTATIONAL LITERACY PRESENTATIONAL LITERACY PRESENTATIONAL LITERACY PRESENTATIONAL LITERACY PRESENTATIONAL LITERACY 
Choose Relevant Content: 
Use authentic resources and familiar 
vocabulary and structures that are 
relevant to the topic. 

Choose Relevant Content: 
Use authentic resources and familiar 
vocabulary and structures that are 
relevant to the topic. 

Choose Relevant Content: 
Use authentic resources and 
familiar content, structures, and 
syntax that are relevant to topics. 

Choose Relevant Content/Concepts: 
Use authentic resources, content, 
structures, and syntax that are 
relevant to the topic. 

Choose Relevant Content/Concepts: 
Use authentic resources, content, 
syntax, and concepts that are 
relevant to the topic. 

Choose Relevant Content/Concepts: 
Use authentic resources, content, 
syntax, concepts, and cultural 
references that are relevant to the 
topic. 

Choose Relevant Content/Concepts: 
Use a variety of authentic resources, 
content, syntax, concepts, and 
cultural references that are relevant 
to the topic. 

Organize Information: 
Organize very simple information in 
a logical sequence and clarify with 
gestures or visuals as needed by the 
audience. 

Organize Information: 
Organize information in a logical 
sequence, or with topic sentence, 
simple details, and conclusion, and 
clarify with gestures, visuals, or words 
as needed by the audience. 

Organize Information: 
Organize information in a logical 
sequence, or with topic sentence, 
simple details, and conclusion, 
and clarify with simple language / 
circumlocution as needed by the 
audience. 

Organize Information: 
Organize information in a cohesive 
format with transitions and clarify 
with simple language or explanations 
as needed by the audience. 

Organize Information: 
Organize information in a cohesive 
format with complex transitions and 
clarify with simple explanations as 
needed by the audience. 

Organize Information: 
Organize information in a cohesive 
format and explain or clarify as 
needed by the audience. 

Organize Information: 
Organize information in a cohesive 
format and explain or elaborate as 
needed by the audience. 

Increase Comprehensibility:  
Communicate with emerging 
awareness of pronunciation, 
spelling, mechanics, hand shapes, or 
signing parameters to increase 
comprehensibility. 

Increase Comprehensibility:  
Communicate with awareness of 
pronunciation, spelling, mechanics, 
hand shapes, or signing parameters 
to increase comprehensibility. 

Increase Comprehensibility:  
Communicate with attention to 
pronunciation, spelling, 
mechanics, hand shapes, or 
signing parameters to increase 
comprehensibility. 

Increase Clarity of Expression: 
Communicate with attention to 
accuracy of spoken, written, or 
signed components of language to 
increase comprehensibility. 

Increase Clarity of Expression: 
Communicate with attention to 
accuracy of spoken, written, or 
signed components of language to 
increase comprehensibility.  

Increase Clarity of Expression: 
Approximate native pronunciation 
and syntax to increase 
comprehensibility. 

Increase Clarity of Expression: 
Approximate native pronunciation 
and syntax to increase 
comprehensibility. 

Maintain Audience Interest: 
Maintain audience interest via 
gestures, creativity, emotion, 
technology, visuals. 

Maintain Audience Interest: 
Maintain audience interest via 
content, creativity, emotion, humor, 
technology, or visuals. 

Maintain Audience Interest: 
Maintain audience interest via 
details, creativity, emotion, 
humor, technology, or visuals. 

Maintain Audience Interest: 
Maintain audience interest via 
description, style, technology, or 
visuals. 

Increase Audience Interest: 
Increase audience interest via 
elaboration, style, technology, or 
visuals.  

Increase Audience Interest: 
Increase audience interest via 
elaboration, style, technology, or 
visuals. 

Increase Audience Interest: 
Increase audience interest via 
elaboration, style, technology, or 
visuals. 
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PRESENTATIONAL PROGRESS INDICATORS: SPEAKING | SIGNING 
CONTENT NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 

Heritage 
and Origin 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use rehearsed or imitated 
language or behavior when giving 
name and place of origin. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use culturally appropriate 
language, such as names and 
titles, and rehearsed or imitated 
behavior when introducing 
people. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use culturally appropriate 
language and learned behaviors 
when giving information about 
heritage or origin of oneself or 
others. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use culturally appropriate 
language and learned behaviors 
when giving geographical 
information about place of origin. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use culturally appropriate 
language and learned behaviors 
when providing the history of 
languages related to heritage or 
place of origin. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use culturally appropriate 
language and begin to adjust 
behaviors as needed when 
describing customs, traditions or 
other unique features related to 
heritage or place of origin. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Show awareness of some subtle 
differences among cultural 
behaviors and adjust accordingly 
when explaining historical 
migrations or diasporas related to 
heritage or place of origin. 

Community 

Provide Information:  
List familiar places on a local map 
when planning a trip. 

Provide Information: 
Present a simple daily schedule 
for desired intercultural travel. 

Inform and Describe: 
Describe and compare 
transportation options for 
traveling in one’s own and other 
cultures. 

Describe and Explain: 
Provide simple information on the 
use of English in other 
communities or cultures and the 
use of foreign words in English. 

Describe and Explain: 
Describe service-based learning 
opportunities within the local or 
target community. 

Explain and Analyze: 
Explain how the internet and 
social media have created new 
forms of virtual communities. 

Explain and Analyze: 
Analyze efforts to preserve 
endangered languages and the 
importance of language diversity 
within a community. 

Families 
and 
Lifestyles 

Tell About Life / Activities: 
Tell name, age, phone number, 
and home and email address 
when introducing oneself.  

Tell About Life / Activities: 
Give simple likes, dislikes, and 
personality and physical traits of 
members of one’s own or another 
family. 

Narrate About Life / Activities: 
Tell a simple story about a 
personal or public family vacation 
photo, with details about who, 
what, where, when, and why. 

Narrate About Life / Activities: 
Give simple details about 
parenting styles across cultures, 
based on personal experience or 
the experiences of others. 

Narrate On Events / Experiences: 
Describe how a family’s cultural 
background or religious beliefs 
might impact their lifestyle, based 
on personal experience or the 
experiences of others.  

Narrate On Events / Experiences: 
Describe how family members in 
different cultures balance 
careers, work, school, and their 
personal lives. 

Narrate On Events / Experiences 
Recount stories or examples 
comparing how the family 
structures of industrialized 
societies have changed over the 
past several decades. 

Art 

Express Preferences and 
Opinions: 
Tell likes and dislikes of artists or 
types of art in one’s own and other 
cultures.  

Express Preferences and 
Opinions: 
Tell the degree of personal 
preference for artists/types of art 
in one’s own and other cultures. 

Express Preferences and 
Opinions: 
Recommend stores and museums 
to view or purchase various types 
of intercultural artwork. 

Support Preferences or Opinions: 
Share your emotional reaction to a 
piece of art, including specific 
feelings and why you think it 
resonates with you.  

Support Opinion or Viewpoint: 
Compare two artworks from 
different periods, artists, or genres, 
such as similarities and differences 
in techniques, themes, or effects.  

Support Opinion or Viewpoint: 
Discuss how art might reflect, 
shape, challenge, or reinforce 
certain identities, stereotypes, or 
norms. 

Support Viewpoint or Argument: 
Analyze how artists use their work 
to comment on social, political, or 
environmental issues and discuss 
effectiveness of using art this way.  

 

PRESENTATIONAL PROGRESS INDICATORS: WRITING 
CONTENT NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 

Social 
Convention 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use culturally appropriate 
greetings or titles in a text or 
email message.  

Intercultural Communication: 
Use culturally appropriate word 
order and punctuation when 
writing time, date, address, or 
numbers. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use culturally appropriate 
capitalization and formatting of 
contact information when 
purchasing an online item or 
ticket to an event. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Compose a simple and concise 
comment when collaborating in a 
cross-cultural shared document. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Communicate with friends, peers 
or potential connections using 
global or local social media 
platforms, email domains, or 
messaging apps. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use appropriate titles, 
salutations, tone, and level of 
formality in a letter or email to an 
international school, employer, or 
organization. 

Intercultural Communication: 
Use appropriate honorifics in 
formal communications and follow 
cultural differences, such as the 
expectation of an immediate or 
delayed response. 

Home and 
Housing 

Provide Information: 
List a few types of rooms in 
homes in one’s own and other 
cultures. 

Provide Information: 
Give basic similarities and 
differences between types of 
housing in one’s own and other 
cultures.  

Inform and Describe: 
Tell about the responsibilities and 
chores of family members and 
compare to those of other 
cultures. 

Describe and Explain: 
Compare the use of space in 
homes of one’s own and other 
cultures. 

Describe and Explain: 
Compare how housing design 
reflects social structures, 
multigenerational families, or 
family dynamics across cultures. 

Explain and Analyze: 
Explain efforts to create eco-
friendly housing solutions in 
different cultures, such as solar 
energy, recycled materials, green 
roofs, or rainwater harvesting. 

Explain and Analyze: 
Analyze and compare the impact of 
a community issue, such as 
affordable housing or 
homelessness, in various cultures. 

Current 
Events 

Tell About Life and Activities: 
List a few current event topics 
that are important or relevant to 
one’s life. 

Tell About Life / Activities: 
Tell some current event topics 
that are similar or different in 
one’s own and other cultures. 

Narrate About Life / Activities: 
Create and share a Venn Diagram 
with simple comparisons between 
a current event in one’s own and 
another culture. 

Narrate About Life / Activities: 
Share personal stories or 
testimonials from individuals 
affected by current events in 
different cultures. 

Narrate on Events / Experiences: 
Explore and explain how people 
from different cultures react to a 
common event on social media 
and why reactions might differ. 

Narrate on Events / Experiences: 
Describe the benefits of 
volunteering for a recent or 
upcoming community event 
based on personal experience. 

Narrate on Events / Experiences: 
Analyze how creative works reflect 
current events in different 
societies, such as in film, music, 
art, or literature. 

Technology 

Express Preferences and 
Opinions: 
List a few favorite technology 
devices in a classroom survey. 

Express Preferences and 
Opinions: 
Rank favorite entertainment 
options for an online survey. 

Express Preferences and Opinions: 
Make a top five list of music 
streaming or podcast platforms, 
listing simple pros and cons. 

Support Preferences or Opinions: 
Create a simple book review to 
post online, including specific 
details to encourage or 
discourage reading this book. 

Support Opinions or Viewpoints: 
Prepare speaking points for 
participation in a debate about 
the value of cell phones in class. 

Support Opinions or Viewpoints: 
Advise the teacher about the best 
apps to help learn languages 
outside of class and why they are 
effective. 

Support Viewpoints or Arguments: 
Create a digital fundraiser, podcast, 
or public service announcement 
for a social or global issue and 
explain its personal impact. 
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AMERICAN SIGN LANGUAGE: PROGRESS INDICATORS 
MODES NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 

Investigate 
Intercultural  
Products, 
Practices,  
and Perspectives  

● Identify a few very familiar 
cultural products and practices 
in native and Deaf cultures, 
such as: 
o Assistive devices. 
o Landmarks. 
o Traditional and popular 

songs. 
o Greetings and leave-takings. 

● Identify similarities and 
differences in typical cultural 
products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in 
native and Deaf cultures, such 
as: 
o House design. 
o Support clubs, agencies, 

and organizations. 
o Common table settings. 

● Identify similarities and 
differences in simple cultural 
products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in 
native and Deaf cultures, such 
as: 
o Regional differences in 

languages. 
o Storytelling traditions. 
o Use of technology to 

communicate. 

● Make simple comparisons 
between everyday cultural 
products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in 
native and Deaf cultures, such 
as: 
o Movie clips and 

documentaries. 
o Educational options. 
o Popular entertainment 

options. 

● Compare everyday cultural 
products, practices, and 
perspectives in native and Deaf 
cultures, such as: 
o How people socialize. 
o Characteristics of social 

norms. 
o Stereotypes or exaggerated 

views of people or groups. 

● Compare the relationships 
among familiar and unfamiliar 
cultural products, practices, 
and perspectives in native and 
Deaf cultures, such as: 
o Symbolism in literature or 

works of art. 
o Impact of elections. 
o Contributions and impact of 

historical figures on modern 
day society. 

● Compare the relationships 
among global cultural 
products, practices, and 
perspectives in native and Deaf 
cultures, such as: 
o Political policies affecting 

daily life. 
o Roles of the hearing and 

Deaf in American society. 
o Differences in cultural 

viewpoints of global events. 

Interpretive  
Viewing  

● Understand a few numbers, 
food items, or survival signs. 

● Recognize a few short 
fingerspelled words or names. 

● Follow a few simple classroom 
directions. 

● Identify days of the week and 
time. 

● Recognize some common 
weather expressions, locations, 
or feelings. 

● Recognize a few variations on 
simple signs or phrases. 

● Recognize the difference 
between a question and 
statement about age, activities, 
or family. 

● Follow a simple math problem 
with figures. 

● Understand a simple 
transaction between a 
customer and clerk. 

● Compare events in two short 
stories or poems by Deaf 
authors, such as theme, 
sequencing, or importance to 
story line. 

● Identify the topic and simple 
information from a 
documentary on Deaf history. 

● Compare fictional or non-
fictional texts, such as 
biographies, stories, or 
documentaries. 

● Compare the roles of family 
members who are deaf and 
those who are hearing. 

● Relate the impact of sequential 
historical events to modern-day 
happenings. 

● Determine the main point of 
debates, dialogues, or historical 
descriptions related to Deaf 
culture. 

● Compare aspects of Deaf 
minority communities with 
hearing minority communities 
in the United States, both 
historically and in modern 
society. 

Interpersonal 
Communication 

● Exchange greetings and 
introductions with a peer. 

● Fingerspell name. 
● Respond to yes, no, who, what, 

when, and where questions. 

● Exchange both formal and 
informal greetings. 

● Ask and answer simple 
questions about family, friends, 
activities, or school. 

● Ask who, what, when, where, 
and why questions. 

● Ask and answer simple 
questions about dates, times, 
places, and events on posters or 
tickets. 

● Ask for and give simple 
directions to a location. 

● Make plans with a peer about 
where to go and when to meet. 

● Exchange information with a 
classmate about homework 
they missed. 

● Exchange opinions about the 
importance of typical events in 
Deaf culture and what is 
needed to participate fully in 
these events. 

● Discuss and compare news and 
video blogs related to Deaf life 
and perspectives. 

● Interact with members of the 
Deaf community about 
contemporary issues related to 
daily life. 

● Paraphrase or summarize 
elements of works of art, 
performances, or literature to 
participate in discussions or 
debates about familiar, 
researched, or personal interest 
topics.  

● Discuss the impact of the 
institutionalization of deaf 
people that took place in the 
past, how it was similar to other 
groups, and how and why it has 
changed in current society. 

Presentational 
Signing  

● Sign numbers from 1-10. 
● Sign name, age, phone number, 

and email address. 
● Sign simple directions or a line 

from a simple poem. 

● Sign the main cities on a map. 
● Sign daily schedule of activities 

with times. 
● Sign simple information based 

on photos of animals, historical 
figures, or sports. 

● Give biographical facts about 
others. 

● Express how to prepare a food 
or follow a simple routine. 

● Give simple facts or details 
about a landmark or place 
visited. 

● Participate in a performance of 
a skit or play. 

● Provide information on 
volunteer opportunities within 
the Deaf community. 

● Summarize a current event that 
impacts the Deaf community. 

● Summarize personal takeaways 
from research on topics such as 
deaf athletes, historical figures, 
or technology advances. 

● Explain the effect of political or 
social policies on the private 
and public life of the Deaf 
community. 

● Analyze and explain the impact 
of the oralism movement in 
educating students who are 
deaf. 
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CLASSICAL LANGUAGES: PROGRESS INDICATORS 
MODES NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 

Investigate 
Intercultural  
Products, 
Practices,  
and Perspectives  

● Identify a few very familiar 
cultural products and 
practices in native and other 
cultures, such as: 
o Traditional foods. 
o Holidays. 
o Clothing. 
o Roman numerals. 
o Greek alphabet. 
o Family. 
o Education. 
o Human beings and the 

gods. 
o Roman values. 

● Identify similarities and 
differences between typical 
cultural products and 
practices to help understand 
perspectives in native and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Celebrating holidays. 
o Manner of dress. 
o Dining posture. 
o Types and rooms in Roman 

or Greek houses. 
o Importance of mythology. 
o War and empire. 

● Identify similarities and 
differences in simple cultural 
products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in 
native and other cultures, 
such as: 
o Tombstones, political 

graffiti, mile markers. 
o Use and importance of 

Roman baths. 
o Influence of legendary and 

historical figures and 
events. 

o Views of non-Romans or 
non-Greeks. 

● Make simple comparisons 
between everyday cultural 
products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in 
native and other cultures, 
such as: 
o Chariot races. 
o Gladiator fights. 
o Artifacts and art forms. 
o Elements of identity. 
o Simple poetry. 
o Short historical or literary 

texts. 
o History and memory. 

● Compare everyday cultural 
products, practices, and 
perspectives in native and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Epigrams or meditations in 

texts. 
o Historic events. 
o Work skills or trading 

practices. 
o Elements of luxury vs. 

a simple life. 
o Multicultural aspects of the 

Roman world. 
o Leadership. 

● Compare the relationships 
among familiar and unfamiliar 
cultural products, practices, 
and perspectives in native and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Social norms. 
o Patricians/Plebeians. 
o Lives of women in classical 

Rome. 
o Diverse perspectives on 

identity. 
o How elements of luxury 

influence each other. 
o Literary genres and styles. 

● Compare the relationships 
among global cultural 
products, practices, and 
perspectives in native and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Political structures. 
o Roman senate and the U.S. 

senate. 
o President vs consul. 
o Ethical concepts in 

literature. 
o Ethical concepts in society. 
o Cultural and social identity 

influences. 

Interpretive  
Listening or 
Reading 

● Identify a few holidays and 
their modern equivalent, such 
as Saturnalia or Lupercalia. 

● Connect simple words, phrases, 
Roman numerals, or Greek 
letters to their meaning or 
image. 

● Use knowledge of language 
patterns or structures to 
deepen understanding. 

● Identify simple facts from a 
caption on a photo. 

● Understand simple phrases 
describing a historical 
character. 

● Recognize all Roman numerals 
or Greek letters. 

● Use knowledge of language 
patterns or structures to 
deepen understanding. 

● Identify the topic or basic facts 
or details from tombstones, 
mile markers, political graffiti, 
or excerpts from texts or 
letters. 

● Identify the topic and a few 
details about events or people 
in history/literature. 

● Use knowledge of structures 
and syntax to deepen 
understanding. 

● Compare events in two short 
stories or poems, such as 
theme, sequencing, or 
importance to story line. 

● Compare symbolism in 
poems or short literary 
works. 

● Use knowledge of structures 
and syntax to deepen 
understanding.  

● Compare literary texts such as 
epigrams, meditations, or 
myths using author’s point of 
view, conflicts, or tone. 

● Understand the main idea of 
written exchanges between 
historical figures. 

● Use knowledge of structures 
and syntax to deepen 
understanding. 

● Relate the impact of sequential 
historical events to modern-
day happenings. 

● Determine the main point of 
debates, dialogues, or 
historical or mythological 
descriptions. 

● Use knowledge of structures 
and syntax to deepen 
understanding. 

● Analyze texts to determine 
culturally ingrained messages 
or perspectives. 

● Compare cultural perspectives 
that influence the opinions 
of historical figures. 

● Use knowledge of structures 
and syntax to deepen 
understanding. 

Interpersonal 
Communication 

● Greet peers or introduce 
oneself. 

● Respond to simple questions 
about familiar topics, such as 
family, education, or foods. 

● Ask and answer simple 
questions related to the 
current topic or content. 

● Share simple facts from a 
cultural reading or lesson. 

● Create a Venn diagram with a 
peer comparing Roman and 
U.S. houses. 

● Create a simple cultural skit or 
reenactment with a peer. 

● Exchange information with a 
classmate about homework 
they missed. 

● Exchange opinions about the 
importance of typical events 
in Roman culture. 

● Rephrase elements of texts to 
discuss and compare aspects 
of Roman culture, such as 
daily or social life, with those 
of other cultures. 

● Paraphrase or summarize 
elements of texts to participate 
in discussions or debates 
about familiar, researched, or 
personal interest topics. 

● Summarize elements of text to 
compare life in the ancient 
world with modern life, 
including personal viewpoints 
and supporting details.  

Presentational 
Speaking or 
Writing 

● Participate in a reenactment of 
a Roman or Greek ceremony. 

● Name or label familiar people, 
places, things, or events. 

● Recite short phrases or simple 
lines from poems and rhymes. 

● Create a meme with a simple 
caption to describe oneself. 

● Create simple cultural 
products, such as tombstones 
or graffiti. 

● Recreate a scene from a myth 
or historical event. 

● Diagram the role of geography 
and the military in the 
development of the Roman 
world. 

● Explain the effect of Roman or 
Greek political and social 
systems on private and public 
life. 

● Summarize personal 
takeaways from research on 
topics of interest, such as 
philosophy, religion, 
mythology, or personal 
conduct. 

● Explain the development and 
transitions from ancient to 
current forms of government. 
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CAREER CONNECTIONS: PROGRESS INDICATORS 
MODES NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH INTERMEDIATE LOW INTERMEDIATE MID INTERMEDIATE HIGH ADVANCED LOW 

Investigate 
Intercultural  
Products and 
Practices to Help 
Understand 
Perspectives 

CAREER AWARENESS 
● Identify a few very familiar 

cultural products and 
practices in one’s own and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Common jobs or careers. 
o In-demand jobs or 

careers. 

CAREER AWARENESS 
● Identify similarities and 

differences in typical cultural 
products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in 
one’s own and other cultures, 
such as: 
o Courses to take for familiar 

careers. 
o Career fields enhanced by 

multilingualism and 
cultural competence. 

CAREER EXPLORATION 
● Identify similarities and 

differences in simple cultural 
products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in 
one’s own and other cultures, 
such as: 
o Job opportunities for 

teens. 
o Language proficiency 

levels required for various 
jobs and careers. 

CAREER EXPLORATION 
● Make simple comparisons 

between everyday cultural 
products and practices to help 
understand perspectives in 
one’s own and other cultures, 
such as: 
o Factors that influence the 

development of students’ 
personal strengths or 
interests. 

o Opportunities for young 
people to learn another 
language in school or 
outside of school. 

CAREER PLANNING 
● Compare everyday cultural 

products, practices, and 
perspectives in one’s own and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Career pathways that align 

with one’s strengths, 
interests or goals. 

o Opportunities to use 
language in person or 
virtually in the community, 
part-time work, or service 
learning. 

CAREER PLANNING 
● Compare the relationships 

among familiar and unfamiliar 
cultural products, practices, 
and perspectives in one’s own 
and other cultures, such as: 
o Career mentorships, 

internships, and leadership 
opportunities. 

o The value society places on 
multilingualism and 
intercultural competence. 

CAREER PLANNING 
● Compare the relationships 

among global cultural 
products, practices, and 
perspectives in one’s own and 
other cultures, such as: 
o Essential skills required in 

various professions, such 
as communication, 
problem-solving, 
teamwork, and 
adaptability. 

o Multilingual or global 
work-based learning 
opportunities. 

Interpretive 
Listening, 
Viewing, and 
Reading 

● Recognize a few familiar or in-
demand jobs from an online 
employment platform. 

● Identify a few careers of 
interest from a list of careers. 

● Identify languages and 
coursework that are helpful or 
required for various careers 
pathways from a university 
website. 

● Recognize and identify a few 
careers that are enhanced by 
or require knowing more than 
one language and culture from 
an international job board. 

● Identify similarities and 
differences between job 
opportunities for teens in 
one’s own and other cultures 
from a summer employment 
website or video. 

● Identify the level of language 
proficiency required for jobs or 
careers in one’s own and other 
cultures. 

● Identify and compare typical 
student strengths and 
interests across cultures from 
an infographic and how this 
corresponds to the most 
popular or in-demand jobs or 
careers. 

● Compare the number of 
languages offered to or   
studied by high school 
students in various cultures 
and when they typically begin 
their language study. 

● Highlight the advantages and 
disadvantages of the rise of 
the gig economy and its 
impact on traditional 
employment from a related 
article or video. 

● Investigate the role that being 
multilingual and 
interculturally competent 
plays in networking based on 
a podcast about the 
importance of networking for 
career advancement.  

● Summarize how Artificial 
Intelligence and technology 
are reshaping job 
requirements and essential 
skills based on reports from 
various industries. 

● Analyze the role of 
intercultural competence in 
leadership skills based on a 
TED Talk or podcast 
discussing effective leadership 
in the workplace.  

● Compare three globally 
focused careers and analyze 
commonalities and 
differences in terms of 
required skills, educational 
background, and day-to-day 
tasks. 

● Research careers that align 
with your interests that would 
require or benefit from 
multilingual abilities and 
intercultural competence. 

Interpersonal 
Communication 

● Exchange simple preferences 
for jobs or careers. 

● Ask and answer simple 
questions about language and 
education requirements for 
various jobs. 

● Exchange simple information 
and reasons for why teens 
work in various cultures and 
the type of jobs they have. 

● Talk about why various 
countries or cultures have 
differing perspectives on the 
importance of being 
multilingual. 

● Discuss with a partner the 
types of industries or 
professions that are of 
personal interest and the 
benefit or advantage of being 
multilingual in these career 
fields. 

● Talk about role models or 
individuals in specific careers 
that one admires and discuss 
how their qualities and skills 
can serve as inspiration for 
future career paths. 

● Share personal aspirations 
regarding one’s future careers, 
including the steps planned to 
achieve goals, the most 
important skills needed for 
these careers, and the role of 
multilingualism and 
intercultural competence. 

Presentational 
Speaking, 
Signing, and 
Writing  

● List in-demand jobs or careers 
that would be of personal 
interest now or in the future. 

● Fill in and present a graphic 
organizer showing language 
and education requirements 
for a job or career of personal 
interest. 

● Create a simple infographic 
about a job or career of 
personal interest and the 
related benefits of being 
multilingual. 

● Design an outline of a 
personal plan for increasing 
communication and 
intercultural skills in one or 
more languages and how this 
could benefit one’s current or 
future goals. 

● Choose a career of interest 
and create a flowchart 
outlining the academic, 
language, and extracurricular 
steps needed in high school 
and post-secondary to 
prepare for this career. 

● Discuss the steps needed to 
achieve one’s short-term and 
long-term professional goals, 
such as acquiring new 
language and relevant skills, 
networking, or pursuing 
additional education.  

● Research and present 
information on two or three 
potential career paths of 
interest and reflect on how 
strong language and 
intercultural skills can impact 
one’s success in these 
careers. 
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ELEMENTARY, IMMERSION, EXPLORATORY: PROGRESS INDICATORS 
MODES NOVICE LOW NOVICE MID NOVICE HIGH 

Investigate 
Intercultural  
Products and 
Practices  
to Help 
Understand 
Perspectives  

● Identify a few very familiar cultural products and practices in native and other 
cultures, such as: 
o Products and practices related to content in other classes. 
o Traditional foods, celebrating holidays. 
o School supplies, addressing teachers. 
o Free-time activities, what to wear. 
o Calendar, telling the date. 
o Greeting friends and adults. 
o Flags and flag colors. 
o Children’s songs and accompanying actions. 

• Identify similarities and differences between typical products and practices in 
native and other cultures, such as: 
o Products and practices related to content in other classes. 
o Food, mealtimes. 
o Decorations, how people celebrate. 
o Invitations, special occasions. 
o Rooms in a house, house design. 
o Famous artists, art styles. 
o School subjects, school schedules. 

• Identify similarities and differences between typical products and practices in 
native and other cultures, 
such as: 
o Products and practices related to content in other classes. 
o Monuments, architecture. 
o Currency, metric conversion. 
o Sports, popular events. 
o Meals, grocery shopping. 
o Professions, in-demand jobs or careers. 

Interpretive  
Listening, 
Viewing,  
and Reading 

• Recognize or draw simple letters, numbers, or shapes that are similar to 
content taught in other classes. 

• Recognize a few individual words in children’s songs, simple rhymes, poems, 
chants, or book titles. 

• Recognize or draw a few individual words from posters or labeled objects 
inside the classroom. 

• Match a letter, character, word, or color to an image. 
• Follow simple classroom instructions or routines. 
• Recognize a character’s name in a story or fairy tale. 

• Recognize words, phrases, or simple facts related to content taught in other 
classes.  

• Recognize repeated words, taglines, or short quotes from jingles, ads, movies, 
songs, rhymes, chants, or poems. 

• Identify simple phrases describing physical or personality traits of a cartoon 
or movie character. 

• Follow classroom instructions, routines, and schedules. 
• Identify simple information from words and symbols in 

a weather forecast, science experiment, or math problem. 

• Understand words, phrases, or information related to content taught in other 
classes.  

• Draw images as they are described. 
• Follow simple steps to create an object, play a game, solve a puzzle, or follow 

a scavenger hunt. 
• Understand simple messages on greeting cards. 
• Identify a few product details from an ad or commercial.  
• Identify a few events in a cartoon, TV show, or movie clip. 
• Identify information in a simple diagram or infographic. 

Interpersonal 
Communication 

• Respond to simple questions related to content taught in other classes. 
• Greet and say goodbye to peers or adults. 
• Respond to simple questions such as telling name, age, address, and phone 

number. 
• Respond to simple questions about family, friends, pets, or activities. 
• Respond to simple questions such as favorite color, sports team, food, or 

animal. 
• Respond to simple math problems, such as how many pennies are in a nickel. 
• Exchange simple well-wishes on birthdays or holidays. 
• Volunteer when the teacher asks for help. 

• Ask and answer simple questions related to content taught in other classes. 
• Ask and answer simple questions such as name, age, address, phone number, 

and social media handle. 
• Ask and answer simple questions about preferences in colors, sports teams, 

music, movies, singers, or actors. 
• Ask and answer simple questions about hobbies, food, pets, school subjects, 

homework, technology, family, or friends. 
• Express needs such as hunger or cold and ask others. 
• Ask and answer simple math problems or spelling words. 

• Exchange simple information related to content taught in other classes. 
• Talk with friends about what to wear to various events. 
• Ask and answer simple questions about information in a chart, diagram, or 

infographic. 
• Create a Venn diagram with a peer comparing two topics in a classroom 

lesson. 
• Exchange simple opinions with peers about food, actors, movies, books, video 

games, or other areas of interest. 
• Work with a peer to create a simple skit. 

Presentational 
Speaking, 
Signing,  
and Writing 

• Name or write traditional or non-traditional letters of the alphabet, simple 
words, or numbers that are similar to content taught in other classes. 

• Tell favorite places to eat, visit, vacation, or play. 
• Tell your favorite or preferred foods from pictures on a menu. 
• Name or label very familiar people, places, or things in images or the school. 
• Name or label preferences based on images of activities, sports teams, 

superheroes, or animals. 
• Name or label places on a map or pictures of classmates or family members. 
• Count or write numbers from 1-10. 
• Copy simple phrases such as birthday or holiday greetings. 

• Write or tell simple information related to content taught in other classes 
using a few simple sentences or graphic organizer. 

• Recite simple poems, songs, chants, or rhymes. 
• Use courtesy phrases with peers when playing a game or on the playground. 
• Name family members and friends, their ages, relationship, and what they 

like to do. 
• Use appropriate word order and punctuation when writing the date, time, 

address, or phone number. 
• Caption photos of familiar people, places, things, or events. 
• Tell very simple information from a story. 

• Give simple information related to content taught in other classes using 
sentences or graphic organizers. 

• Create a schedule for school, after-school activities, or a school project 
timeline. 

• Create a birthday, holiday, or to-do list. 
• Give a short description about a favorite character in a story, book, movie, or 

TV show. 
• Describe favorite activities during the school week, on weekends, or during 

vacations. 
• Create a simple slogan or poster to advertise an event. 
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