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English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

Item
Type

Content
Depth of
Answer
Standard
Knowledge
Key
Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in a text, including
figurative, connotative, and
Multiple
technical meanings; analyze
1
Choice
Informational the cumulative impact of
Level 2
C
Item
specific word choices on
meaning and tone (e.g., how
the language of a court
opinion differs from that of a
newspaper). (RI.9-10.4)
Analyze in detail how an
author’s ideas or claims are
Multiple
developed and refined by
3
Choice
Informational particular sentences,
Level 2
D
Item
paragraphs, or larger portions
of a text (e.g., a section or
chapter). (RI.9-10.5)
Analyze how the author
unfolds an analysis or series of
ideas or events, including the
Multiple
order in which the points are
4
Choice
Informational made, how they are
Level 2
D
Item
introduced and developed,
and the connections that are
drawn between them. (RI.910.3)
Cite strong and thorough
textual evidence to support
Multiple
analysis of what the text says
5
Choice
Informational
Level 2
C
explicitly as well as inferences
Item
drawn from the text. (RI.910.1)
Determine an author’s
perspective or purpose in a
Multiple
text and analyze how an
2
Choice
Informational
Level 3
A
author uses rhetoric to
Item
advance that point of view or
purpose. (RI.9-10.6)
* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.
Topic

iii (2021)

Points

1 point

1 point

1 point

1 point

1 point

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

Item
Type

Content
Depth of
Answer
Standard
Knowledge
Key
Analyze informational text
development.
a. Determine a central idea
of a text and analyze its
development over the course
of the text, including how it
Multiple
emerges and is shaped and
8
Choice
Informational
Level 3
B
refined by specific details.
Item
b. Provide an objective
summary of the text that
includes the development of
the central idea and how
details impact this idea. (RI.910.2)
Analyze in detail how an
author’s ideas or claims are
developed and refined by
Hot Text
6
Informational particular sentences,
Level 3
--Item
paragraphs, or larger portions
of a text (e.g., a section or
chapter). (RI.9-10.5)
Cite strong and thorough
textual evidence to support
Multiple
analysis of what the text says
7
Choice
Informational
Level 2
A
explicitly as well as inferences
Item
drawn from the text. (RI.910.1)
Analyze various accounts of a
subject told in different
Multiple
mediums (e.g., a person’s life
9
Choice
Informational story in both print and
Level 2
B
Item
multimedia), determining
which details are emphasized
in each account. (RI.9-10.7)
Demonstrate understanding
Multiple
of figurative language, word
10
Choice
Literary
Level 2
C
relationships, and nuances in
Item
word meanings. (L.9-10.5)
* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.
Topic

iv (2021)

Points

1 point

1 point

1 point

1 point

1 point

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

Item
Type

Content
Depth of
Answer
Standard
Knowledge
Key
Analyze literary text
development.
a. Determine a theme of a
text and analyze in detail its
development over the course
Multiof the text, including how it
11
Select
Literary
Level 2
A, C, D
emerges and is shaped and
Item
refined by specific details.
b. Provide an objective
summary of the text that
includes the theme and
relevant story elements. (RL.910.2)
Analyze how complex
characters (e.g., those with
Evidence
multiple or conflicting
A;
-Based
motivations) develop over the
12
Literary
Level 3
B, D, E
Selected
course of a text, interact with
Response
other characters, and
advance the plot or develop
the theme. (RL.9-10.3)
Analyze how an author’s
choices concerning how to
structure a text, order events
Multiple
within it (e.g., parallel plots),
13
Choice
Literary
Level 2
B
and manipulate time (e.g.,
Item
pacing, flashbacks) create
such effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5)
Cite strong and thorough
textual evidence to support
Multiple
analysis of what the text says
14
Choice
Literary
Level 2
C
explicitly as well as inferences
Item
drawn from the text. (RL.910.1)
* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.
Topic

v (2021)

Points

1 point

2 points

1 point

1 point

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Content Summary and Answer Key
Question
No.*

Item
Type

Content
Depth of
Answer
Standard
Knowledge
Key
Determine the meaning of
words and phrases as they
are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the
Multiple
cumulative impact of specific
15
Choice
Literary
Level 2
B
word choices on meaning,
Item
mood, and tone (e.g., how
the language evokes a sense
of time and place or an
emotion; how it sets a formal
or informal tone). (RL.9-10.4)
Analyze how an author’s
choices concerning how to
structure a text, order events
Multiple
within it (e.g., parallel plots),
16
Choice
Literary
Level 3
A
and manipulate time (e.g.,
Item
pacing, flashbacks) create
such effects as mystery,
tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5)
Analyze how an author
alludes to and transforms
source material in a specific
Multiple
work (e.g., how Shakespeare
17
Choice
Literary
Level 3
C; B
treats a theme or topic from
Item
Ovid or the Bible or how a
later author draws on a play
by Shakespeare). (RL.9-10.9)
Write informative/explanatory
texts to examine and convey
complex ideas, concepts,
Extended
and information clearly and
18
Writing
Level 4
--Response
accurately through the
effective selection,
organization, and analysis of
content. (W.9-10.2)
* The question number matches the item number in the Item Level Report in the
Online Reporting System. The items are numbered sequentially in the practice site.
Topic

vi (2021)

Points

1 point

1 point

2 points

10
points

Depth of Knowledge (DOK)
Depth of Knowledge (DOK) refers to the complexity of thinking required to complete
a task in a given item. Items with a DOK 1 designation focus on the recall of information,
such as definitions and terms, and simple procedures. Items with a DOK 2 designation
require students to make decisions, solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or
locate supportive details. Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive
tasks such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining, justifying, or
proving a statement, or approaching abstract and complex problems. For ELA, 2-3
items will be developed at the DOK 3 level for each set of items written to a passage
or passage set. Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to be
synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may be used for the
development of extended response items in ELA.

vii (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Stimulus for Questions 1 – 9

1 (2021)

Stimulus for Questions 1 – 9 787

2 (2021)

3 (2021)

4 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 1
Question and Scoring Guidelines

5 (2021)

Question 1 26859

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and
technical meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific
word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language of a
court opinion differs from that of a newspaper). (RI.9-10.4)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

6 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Huygens was dealing with scientific
ambiguity, but that is not what inspired the phrase.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The swinging of the clocks was
described as a “strange phenomenon”, but this does not mean that it
contradicted any previous results when the same action was taken. It can
largely be assumed this was the first time anyone thought to check, because
most people assumed that the pendulums would not sync up.
Rationale for Option C: Key – This describes the connected actions between
the two Huygens clocks.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The connection between the clocks
went against assumptions, but not against conventions (because no one had
ever paid attention to it before, one way or the other).

Sample Response: 1 point

7 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 3
Question and Scoring Guidelines

8 (2021)

Question 3 26851

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

9 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Paragraph 8 refers to sound, and
paragraph 9 refers to sound pulses, but paragraphs 8 and 9 support the claim
that “the trick lay in the mechanics of the timepiece itself” by describing how
a particular type of clock works.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Paragraphs 8 and 9 pertain to a
particular theory, and to scientists who are studying it, but they do not indicate
how the theory was discovered.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the author explains that this
information comes from a study, these paragraphs don't describe a particular
experiment.
Rationale for Option D: Key – The description of the way a particular type of
clock works supports the claim that “the trick lay in the mechanics of the
timepiece itself.”

Sample Response: 1 point

10 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 4
Question and Scoring Guidelines

11 (2021)

Question 4 26857

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze how the author unfolds an analysis or
series of ideas or events, including the order in which the points are
made, how they are introduced and developed, and the
connections that are drawn between them. (RI.9-10.3)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

12 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The “tick tock,” whose origin is given in
the previous paragraph, helps explain why the synchronization occurs, but this
idea doesn’t lead to a deeper understanding.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The paragraph explains that the
experiment involved two clocks hung from the same beam and what the
effect was, but this doesn't offer a deeper explanation of Huygens' discovery.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The paragraph does describe a
scientific phenomenon, and is organized around describing a process, but it
does not detail steps for a scientific experiment. Instead the focus is on the
cause and effect of the outcome.
Rationale for Option D: Key – The paragraph introduces a problem—Huygens
could not figure out why pendulums on two clocks had synchronized their
swings—and a solution—sound pulses that imperceptibly alter the pendulums'
swings, which cancel one another out, and lead to synchronization.

Sample Response: 1 point

13 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 5
Question and Scoring Guidelines

14 (2021)

Question 5 26849

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

15 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The experiment has not inspired
theories; this paragraph is only explaining how other natural phenomena
reflect Huygens’s theory.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The paragraph describes natural
phenomena, but none was discovered by Huygens.
Rationale for Option C: Key – This paragraph describes natural phenomena
that relate to Huygens’s discovery, so this is the correct inference to be drawn.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The phenomenon described here is not
an explanation of Huygens’s theory.

Sample Response: 1 point

16 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 2
Question and Scoring Guidelines

17 (2021)

Question 2 26862

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Determine an author’s perspective or purpose in
a text and analyze how an author uses rhetoric to advance that
point of view or purpose. (RI.9-10.6)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining,
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set.

18 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – Phrases such as this are a standard way to imply
that the results of a particular experiment are not conclusive; they are used for
this purpose in the passage.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the scientists today are still using
Huygens’s experiment, this is not meant to imply that past science still has
relevance today; on the contrary, it explains how scientific knowledge
advances.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Huygens’s theory is still not
sufficiently proven, it doesn't mean that it is not widely accepted.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the idea that this is “far from
being solved” indicates that discoveries are clarified in small steps, one idea in
the passage is that present science builds upon past science.

Sample Response: 1 point

19 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 8
Question and Scoring Guidelines

20 (2021)

Question 8 27196

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze informational text development.
a. Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development
over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped
and refined by specific details.
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the
development of the central idea and how details impact this idea.
(RI.9-10.2)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining,
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set.

21 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While it is clear from the passage that
clocks have elaborate functions, this is not the main focus of the passage.
Rationale for Option B: Key – This provides an objective summary of the
passage.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While there is disagreement among
scientists mentioned in the passage, this isn't a key detail that should be in a
summary.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the passage does indeed focus
on an experiment, this isn't the central idea that should be a summary.

Sample Response: 1 point

22 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 6
Question and Scoring Guidelines

23 (2021)

Question 6 22415

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze in detail how an author’s ideas or claims
are developed and refined by particular sentences, paragraphs, or
larger portions of a text (e.g., a section or chapter). (RI.9-10.5)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining,
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set.

24 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
For this item, a full-credit (1 point) response includes four of the following five
possible answers:
•

“because spontaneous synchronization happens so often in nature.”
AND/OR

•

“The flickers of fireflies sync up over the course of a summer's night,”
AND/OR

•

“people gathered in a group eventually start to swing their arms in
unison.”
AND/OR

•

“The phenomenon has been seen at a scale as small as particle physics”
AND/OR

•

“and as large as the orbit of moons around their planets.”

25 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 6
Sample Responses

26 (2021)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (1 point) because four of the correct
details were selected.

27 (2021)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (1 point) because four of the correct
details were selected.

28 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because an incorrect detail
was selected.

29 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because an incorrect detail
was selected.

30 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 7
Question and Scoring Guidelines

31 (2021)

Question 7 26852

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text. (RI.9-10.1)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

32 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – The fact that present-day scientists strove to
make their experiment fit closely with a 350-year-old experiment implies that
the old experiment still exerts an intellectual influence today.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The Portuguese scientists wanted to
recreate his experiment to understand his theory more, not to find flaws in it.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The detail that they used two clocks of
their own is irrelevant and has nothing to do with whether the clocks were
modern or not.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The Portuguese scientists wanted to
better understand Huygens's theory, not replace it with a new one.

Sample Response: 1 point

33 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 9
Question and Scoring Guidelines

34 (2021)

Question 9 26854

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Informational
Content Standard: Analyze various accounts of a subject told in
different mediums (e.g., a person’s life story in both print and
multimedia), determining which details are emphasized in each
account. (RI.9-10.7)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

35 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. The image does not show the
pendulums in synch.
Rationale for Option B: Key – This is the key feature of the illustration.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. The image does not show sound pulses
putting the pendulums in motion.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The image does not show pendulums
at opposing points in their swing.

Sample Response: 1 point

36 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Stimulus for Questions 10 – 18

37 (2021)

Stimulus for Questions 10 – 18 1357

38 (2021)

39 (2021)

40 (2021)

41 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 10
Question and Scoring Guidelines

42 (2021)

Question 10 30384

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Demonstrate understanding of figurative
language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. (L.910.5)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

43 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this option suggests the passage
of time and the hopelessness that results from it, which may be inferred from
the quoted sentence, the figurative language suggests that this hopelessness
is transformed.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this sentence suggests a new
feeling, it suggests a new happiness after “long[ing] for death.”
Rationale for Option C: Key – The simile compares her hopelessness to winter
and the sound of Calidore’s voice to sunshine.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although she is happy to hear
Calidore’s voice, there is no evidence that her affectionate thoughts kept her
going.

Sample Response: 1 point

44 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 11
Question and Scoring Guidelines

45 (2021)

Question 11 30402

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze literary text development.
a. Determine a theme of a text and analyze in detail its
development over the course of the text, including how it emerges
and is shaped and refined by specific details.
b. Provide an objective summary of the text that includes the theme
and relevant story elements. (RL.9-10.2)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

46 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for First Option: Key – This detail is the initiating event for the action of
the story. When the two men decide to go to the island, they are embarking
on the rescue mission.
Rationale for Second Option: This is incorrect. This is an interesting detail in the
text, and it shows a change in Pastorella’s mood, but it is not a detail that
drives the plot.
Rationale for Third Option: Key – This detail is a critical part of the text that
displays Sir Calidore’s cleverness, and it advances the plot by suggesting a
secret attack and how Sir Calidore is ultimately successful in his mission.
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – This is the climactic moment in the passage.
Rationale for Fifth Option: This is incorrect. This is an interesting detail in the text,
and it reveals aspects of Coridon’s character, but it is not a detail that drives
the plot.
Rationale for Sixth Option: This is incorrect. This is a surprising moment in the
text, and it builds some tension, but it is not a detail that drives the plot.

47 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 11
Sample Responses

48 (2021)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (1 point) because the three correct
answers are selected.

49 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because one of the selected
answers is incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, all
selections must be correct.

50 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because two of the selected
answers are incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, all
selections must be correct.

51 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 12
Question and Scoring Guidelines

52 (2021)

Question 12 30407

53 (2021)

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those
with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over the course of
a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or
develop the theme. (RL.9-10.3)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining,
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set.

54 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: Key – Coridon expresses doubt about undertaking
nearly every heroic activity, and yet he does ultimately participate.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the collaboration between the
two men is effective, there is no indication that they are particularly friendly by
the end of the passage.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Coridon is glad to find Pastorella, but
there is no evidence that he suddenly appreciates knighthood.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Calidore’s guidance pays off, but there
is no evidence that Coridon becomes more self-aware.
Part B
Rationale for First Option: This is incorrect. While this option would support the
idea that Coridon begins to analyze his own actions differently, the reader is
not made aware of Coridon’s motivations for helping Calidore.
Rationale for Second Option: Key – While Coridon is depicted as cowardly, he
still decides to accompany Calidore on the most dangerous part of his
adventure.
Rationale for Third Option: This is incorrect. While this option would support the
idea that the unlikely friendship was effective, that is not the correct response
in Part A.
Rationale for Fourth Option: Key – In the caves, Coridon is described as “too
cowardly to join boldly with him, too fearful to be left behind” (paragraph 5).
Rationale for Fifth Option: Key – At first Coridon does not want to take Calidore
to the Island, and context suggests it is because he assumes Pastorella is dead.
Calidore suggests it is a worthwhile trip regardless.
Rationale for Sixth Option: This is incorrect. While this option would support the
idea that Coridon appreciates the values of knighthood, the reader is not
made aware of Coridon’s reaction to the bravery.

55 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 12
Sample Responses

56 (2021)

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because the correct answer
is selected in Part A and all three of the correct answers are
selected in Part B.

57 (2021)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the correct
answer; however, the responses selected for Part B are partially
incorrect and do not earn a point. In order to earn full credit for this
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct in their entirety.

58 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the correct
answers; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In order
to earn full credit for this item, both Part A and Part B must be
correct. In order to earn partial credit for this item, Part A must be
correct.

59 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answer selected
for Part A is incorrect, and the responses selected for Part B are
partially incorrect. In order to earn full credit for this item, both Part A
and Part B must be correct in their entirety. In order to earn partial
credit for this item, Part A must be correct.

60 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for Part A and Part B are incorrect.

61 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 13
Question and Scoring Guidelines

62 (2021)

Question 13 30392

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning
how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots),
and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects
as mystery, tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

63 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although he does go into unknown
circumstances, the word choice and fast pace have more to do with
Calidore’s desire to see the castle (and all inside it).
Rationale for Option B: Key – The effect of the pacing in these lines is to
suggest that Calidore is so excited he can hardly contain himself.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Despite Calidore’s eagerness to reach
the castle, there is little indication that he is giving up on a previous life.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While it is clear that Calidore is
traveling to somewhere, the pacing of the lines does not suggest weariness.

Sample Response: 1 point

64 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 14
Question and Scoring Guidelines

65 (2021)

Question 14 30379

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to
support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences
drawn from the text. (RL.9-10.1)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

66 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While this detail suggests that Calidore
has reached his destination (by boat instead of horse), any excitement he
may feel about this occurs before he hears the hooves.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although this detail suggests that
Calidore has lofty ideals about what it means to be a knight, it does not
suggest why the sound of hooves might be appealing.
Rationale for Option C: Key – This detail connects the sound of hooves to the
proximity of knights, and Calidore is excited to meet the knights.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the ladies admire Calidore,
and this may be exciting to him once he finds himself the subject of their
admiration, it is not the initial reason why hearing horse hooves excites him.

Sample Response: 1 point

67 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 15
Question and Scoring Guidelines

68 (2021)

Question 15 30400

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as
they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices
on meaning, mood, and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a
sense of time and place or an emotion; how it sets a formal or
informal tone). (RL.9-10.4)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 2
Items with a DOK 2 designation require students to make decisions,
solve problems, make accurate generalizations, or locate supportive
details.

69 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although the words “beyond his
present being” are used in these lines, they are used to describe how
starstruck Calidore feels in the presence of the knights, not how the knights are
better than Calidore (though he is no doubt humbled in their presence).
Rationale for Option B: Key – By describing the voice of Sir Clerimond in this
way, the lines show how intense the interaction is for Calidore, who idolizes the
knights.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While the impact of Sir Clerimond’s
voice is depicted in these lines, the content of his speech is not.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the damsels are no doubt
attracted to the knights for a variety of reasons, these lines detail a moment
and a reaction that is wholly Calidore’s, unshared with the damsels.

Sample Response: 1 point

70 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 16
Question and Scoring Guidelines

71 (2021)

Question 16 30394

Points Possible: 1
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how an author’s choices concerning
how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., parallel plots),
and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects
as mystery, tension, or surprise. (RL.9-10.5)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining,
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set.

72 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Rationale for Option A: Key – The “manly ardour” that the damsels are
attracted to in Calidore is the same sort of awe that Calidore feels toward the
knights that he meets
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While this is a description of the
interaction, it does not build suspense in the passage, which largely revolves
around Calidore’s expectations about and the reality of the knights.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although we know that Calidore is
young from the introduction, there is no reason readers should not expect him
to be attractive to the damsels or to expect their fawning over him to be any
stranger than his own fawning over the knights.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While Calidore anticipated meeting
knights, there is nothing in the description of his interaction with the damsels
that seems shocking or surprising.

Sample Response: 1 point

73 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 17
Question and Scoring Guidelines

74 (2021)

Question 17 30410

75 (2021)

Points Possible: 2
Topic: Literary
Content Standard: Analyze how an author alludes to and transforms
source material in a specific work (e.g., how Shakespeare treats a
theme or topic from Ovid or the Bible or how a later author draws on
a play by Shakespeare). (RL.9-10.9)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 3
Items with a DOK 3 designation feature higher-order cognitive tasks
such as critiquing a statement and forming a conclusion, explaining,
justifying, or proving a statement, or approaching abstract and
complex problems. For ELA, 2-3 items will be developed at the DOK
3 level for each set of items written to a passage or passage set.

76 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines
Part A
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Calidore is most interested in
hearing about stories of valor and great deeds, this does not suggest that the
knights have a preference as to how they help people.
Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While the various characters in Passage
2 are of the upper class, this is because they are in a particular setting and
does not suggest that they avoid the lower classes.
Rationale for Option C: Key – Calidore thinks the knights are perfect, which is
why they are depicted in such detail.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. The knights are certainly the main
focus of Calidore’s attention, but nothing in the passage specifies whether
they arrived alone or with others.
Part B
Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although Calidore is not yet traveling
with others in Passage 2, and he is eager to learn from the knights, a goal of
increased independence is not present in Passage 2.
Rationale for Option B: Key – In Passage 2 Calidore imagines knights in shining
armor, or a more traditional (yet romanticized) interpretation of who knights
are, and what they look like is a large part of that interpretation. This is a
transformation from Passage 1, where Calidore knows that it is important to be
clever to have success on missions, even if that means pretending to be a
herdsman.
Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. While Calidore has an incomplete
understanding of knighthood, he still knows that knights are supposed to help
the helpless and perform other good deeds.
Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Calidore is focused on the
knights in Passage 2, he behaves courteously to the damsels who are present.

77 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 17
Sample Responses

78 (2021)

Sample Response: 2 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns full credit (2 points) because the correct answer
is selected in both Part A and Part B.

79 (2021)

Sample Response: 1 point

Notes on Scoring
This response earns partial credit (1 point). Part A has the correct
answer; however, the answer selected for Part B is incorrect and
does not earn a point. In order to earn full credit (2 points) for this
item, both Part A and Part B must be correct.

80 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points). Part B offers the correct
answer; however, the answer selected in Part A is incorrect. In order
to earn full credit (2 points) for this item, both Part A and Part B must
be correct. In order to receive partial credit (1 point) for this item,
Part A must be correct.
81 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because the answers
selected for Part A and Part B are both incorrect.

82 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 18
Question and Scoring Guidelines

83 (2021)

Question 18 31591

84 (2021)

Points Possible: 10
Topic: Writing
Content Standard: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine
and convey complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and
accurately through the effective selection, organization, and
analysis of content. (W.9-10.2)
Depth of Knowledge: Level 4
Items with a DOK 4 designation require the need for information to
be synthesized, applied, and analyzed. The DOK 4 designation may
be used for the development of extended response items in ELA.

85 (2021)

Scoring Guidelines

86 (2021)

87 (2021)

English Language Arts II
Spring 2021 Item Release
Question 18
Sample Responses

88 (2021)

Sample Response: 10 points

89 (2021)

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

4

4

2

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full credit
(4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is fully
sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience
and task category. A strongly maintained controlling ideas is
included with little or no loosely related material. There is a logical
progression of ideas from beginning to end with a satisfying
introduction and conclusion.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns full credit
(4 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing thorough,
convincing and credible support while citing evidence for the
controlling idea.
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in Conventions
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions of
standard English.

90 (2021)

Sample Response: 9 points

91 (2021)

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

4

3

2

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns full credit
(4 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is fully
sustained and consistently focused within the purpose, audience,
and task. In addition, there is a logical progression of ideas from
beginning to end with a satisfying introduction and conclusion.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. The writer provides
adequate support; however, references are general and imprecise
(Passage One Calidore is finally grown up and has become the
knight that he dreamed of being. This is apparent through his actions
through the passage).
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in Conventions
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions of
standard English. Even though there are some minor errors, there are
no patterns of errors and they do not obscure meaning.

92 (2021)

Sample Response: 8 points

93 (2021)

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

3

3

2

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit
(3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is
adequately sustained and generally focused within the purpose,
audience and task category, with an evident organizational
structure. In addition, there are adequate transitions (In the first
passage, In the second passage).
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit
(3 points) for Evidence and Elaboration for providing adequate
support when citing evidence for the controlling idea. Additionally,
the response has an adequate expression of ideas and employs a
mix of precise and general language (In passage one he is seen as
a more radiant and inspiring individual. Yet in the second passage
Calidore is the one who is inspired.).
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in Conventions
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions of
standard English.

94 (2021)

Sample Response: 7 points

95 (2021)

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

3

2

2

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit
(3 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. It is adequately
sustained and generally focused within the purpose, audience and
task. Some of the information is loosely related, and the opposing
claim is present but not fully addressed. There is a logical progression
of ideas with a variety of transitional strategies. The response also
demonstrates an appropriate style and tone.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration as the response provides
weakly integrated evidence from sources with an ineffective use of
elaborative techniques. In addition, the expression of ideas is
simplistic with little variety in sentence structure.
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) for
Conventions for demonstrating an adequate command of basic
conventions.

96 (2021)

Sample Response: 6 points

97 (2021)

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

2

2

2

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit
(2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is
somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience and task
category, but includes some extraneous material (He is shown as a
person who can grasp a situation and comprehend all the different
routes he can take and their possible outcomes.). In addition, there
is an uneven progression of ideas from beginning to end with an
inadequate introduction and conclusion.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration, as the response provides
uneven support for the controlling idea.
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in Conventions
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions.
There are some minor errors in usage, but no patterns of errors.

98 (2021)

Sample Response: 5 points

99 (2021)

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

2

2

1

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit
(2 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is
somewhat sustained within the purpose, audience and task
category, but includes some extraneous material. There is a focused
controlling idea, but it is insufficiently sustained.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit
(2 points) for Evidence and Elaboration. This response provides
uneven, cursory support for the controlling idea. There is use of
transitional strategies; however, the evidence from sources is erratic
with inconsistent elaboration.
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic
conventions. There is inconsistent use of correct punctuation,
sentence formation and spelling.

100 (2021)

Sample Response: 4 points

101 (2021)

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

1

1

2

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit
(1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is
related to the topic, but demonstrates little awareness of the
purpose, audience and task. The controlling idea/thesis statement is
limited, there are few transitional strategies and there is no
discernible organizational structure.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration. This response provides
minimal evidence for the controlling idea and includes little use of
sources, facts and details.
Conventions – This response earns full credit (2 points) in Conventions
for demonstrating an adequate command of basic conventions of
standard English.

102 (2021)

Sample Response: 3 points

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

1

1

1

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit
(1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response is
related to the topic, but demonstrates little awareness of the
purpose, audience and task category, and has no discernible
organizational structure.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns partial credit
(1 point) for Evidence and Elaboration. There are minimal citations
from the source material, expression of ideas is vague and there are
no transitional strategies.
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in
Conventions for demonstrating partial command of basic
conventions. There are various errors in usage and inconsistent use
of correct punctuation, spelling and sentence formation.

103 (2021)

Sample Response: 2 points

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

1

0

1

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit
(1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. It is related to the
topic; however, it demonstrates little awareness of the purpose,
audience, and task and has no discernible organizational structure.
A claim is presented, but it is not sustained.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit (0 points)
for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no support for the
controlling idea.
Conventions – This response earns partial credit (1 point) in
Conventions for demonstrating a partial command of basic
conventions.

104 (2021)

Sample Response: 1 point

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

1

0

0

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns partial credit
(1 point) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. While a claim is
made, there is no demonstrated organization or awareness of the
purpose, audience, and task.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit (0 points)
for Evidence and Elaboration, as it provides no support for the
controlling idea.
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) for
Conventions because the response demonstrates a lack of
command of basic conventions.

105 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

0

0

0

Notes on Scoring
Purpose, Focus, and Organization – This response earns no credit
(0 points) for Purpose, Focus, and Organization. This response
displays little awareness of the purpose, audience or task. There is no
controlling idea/thesis statement or discernible organization
structure.
Evidence and Elaboration – This response earns no credit (0 points)
for Evidence and Elaboration. This response provides no support or
evidence related to a main idea or thesis statement and includes no
use of sources, facts or details.
Conventions – This response earns no credit (0 points) in Conventions
for demonstrating a lack of command of conventions, with frequent
errors that often obscure meaning.

106 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

0

0

0

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was not
enough original student work in comparison to text directly copied
from the prompt/passages.

107 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

0

0

0

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was not
enough original student work in comparison to text directly copied
from the prompt/passages.

108 (2021)

Sample Response: 0 points

Purpose, Focus,
and Organization
(4-point Rubric)

Evidence and
Elaboration
(4-point Rubric)

Conventions of
Standard English
(2-point Rubric
begins at score
point 2)

0

0

0

Notes on Scoring
This response earns no credit (0 points) because there was not
enough original student work in comparison to text directly copied
from the prompt/passages.

109 (2021)

