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JON PETERSON SPECIAL NEEDS SCHOLARSHIP 
 FY 2026 MAXIMUM SCHOLARSHIP AMOUNTS BY CATEGORY  

The Jon Peterson Special Needs Scholarship (JPSN) Program provides scholarships for children to 
receive special education services through a private or alternative public school provider. The chart 
below summarizes the maximum scholarship amount based on a child’s identified special education 
category. The child must be enrolled in the scholarship program for the entire school year to receive the 
full scholarship amount. Parents are responsible for costs exceeding these amounts in addition to 
services not identified in the Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

With the passing of HB 554 (passed January 6, 2023), the age range for being identified with a 
developmental delay (DD) was extended to age 9. The evaluation team must find the child eligible for 
developmental delay under one or more areas of development.  These areas included: Physical 
development; Cognitive development; Communication development; Social or emotional 
development; or Adaptive development. The area in which a child is found eligible for DD would 
correlate with one of the below categories. Please see the JPSN Developmental Delay guidance 
document for more information.  

FY 2026 (July 1, 2025 – June 30, 2026) 
1 Speech or Language Impairment* $10,045     

2 Specific Learning Disability, Intellectual Disability or OHI-minor $13,069 

3 Hearing Impaired or Emotional Disturbance $ 20,069 

4 Vision Impaired or OHI-major $ 24,080 

5 Orthopedic Impairment or Multi-handicapped $ 29,750 

6 Autism, Traumatic Brain Injury, or Hearing and Vision Impaired $ 34,000 

*Category 1 (Speech or Language Impairment) students may only utilize their scholarship to pay for related services 
that are included in the IEP. The Jon Peterson Scholarship cannot be used to pay tuition at the nonpublic school. 

E-mail: peterson.scholarship@education.ohio.gov Visit the website at education.ohio.gov/jonpeterson 

 
The Ohio Department of Education & Workforce does not discriminate on the basis of race, religion, gender, nationality, age, disability, or ethnic background. The Ohio 

Department of Education & Workforce is an equal opportunity employer and provider of ADA services. The Department’s Notice of Non-Discrimination applies to all 
programs and activities. 

View the Department's Disability Discrimination Policy and Discrimination Policy Grievance Procedure. 
For further information on notice of non-discrimination, visit ocrcas.ed.gov/contact-ocr for the address and phone number of the office that serves your area, or 

call 1-800-421-3481. 

mailto:peterson.scholarship@education.ohio.gov
http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Other-Resources/Scholarships/Special-Needs-Scholarship
https://das.ohio.gov/employee-relations/office-of-opportunity-and-accessibility/eeo
https://das.ohio.gov/static/DEI/DAS_Disability-Inclusion-Access-Poster.pdf
https://education.ohio.gov/Miscellaneous/Notice-of-Non-Discrimination
https://education.ohio.gov/cmsctx/pv/ID-10001560/culture/en-US/wg/5cd7c842-0548-4558-9d65-b7cbf6d27474/h/1a992cda3d587c0ee1f9e8cf882262fc64d91c2655f3e66bd81a0db029e57979/-/getattachment/Miscellaneous/Notice-of-Non-Discrimination/Disability-Discrimination-Policy.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US&uh=1f0787b111654dadd768384b7ce259665388dac41a5a480feda49c47bdde61a3
https://education.ohio.gov/cmsctx/pv/ID-10001560/culture/en-US/wg/5cd7c842-0548-4558-9d65-b7cbf6d27474/h/1a992cda3d587c0ee1f9e8cf882262fc64d91c2655f3e66bd81a0db029e57979/-/getattachment/Miscellaneous/Notice-of-Non-Discrimination/Disability-Discrimination-Procedure-Appendix-A.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US&uh=f7088e9af91dfe8c5594f8fbb1f6e62a6fff290fe020c6854a414a6b702e89ac
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Focrcas.ed.gov%2Fcontact-ocr&data=05%7C02%7CKatie.Beahr%40education.ohio.gov%7Ca2717475480a435da06f08dccc221892%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C638609694023994216%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=LvYQxCIW0%2FY2JtTipDu4jt4VQ%2BJOO02iaq0P64e4rRE%3D&reserved=0
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