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Dr. Henry Pettiegrew Il, Superintendent
East Cleveland City School District
1843 Stanwood Road

East Cleveland, OH 44112

Dear Dr. Pettiegrew:

Congratulations! On behalf of the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce, | am pleased to share
East Cleveland City School District has been released from Academic Distress Commission oversight.
This milestone is a testament to the dedication and hard work of the district’s administrators, staff,
students, and community.

Over the past three years, East Cleveland has exceeded expectations under its Revitalization Plan,
meeting 16 of 20 benchmarks. The district raised its Performance Index by more than 12 points and
earned a 4-star rating on the Progress measure of the Ohio School Report Cards, along with an overall
rating of 3 stars. These gains were driven by stronger early literacy and numeracy outcomes, steady
growth in grades 3-8, and improved high school performance, including Algebra Il passage rates. At
the same time, students benefited from expanded career-technical education pathways, earning
industry-recognized credentials in fields such as manufacturing, healthcare, cybersecurity, and early
childhood education.

These accomplishments demonstrate the district’s ability to strengthen instructional practices,
expand student supports, and create a culture of continuous improvement. Thank you for your
leadership in raising literacy achievement, accelerating learning, fostering safe and supportive school
environments, and generating workforce readiness opportunities.

East Cleveland’s progress shows what is possible when a community unites around high expectations
for every student. We look forward to continued collaboration built on this incredible momentum as
the district sustains these gains and continues to address remaining challenges in graduation rates,
chronic absenteeism, and state assessments.

| am excited to visit the district in January to celebrate our shared commitment to ensuring every
student gains the knowledge and life skills needed for the future. Once again, congratulations on this
remarkable achievement.

Sincerely,

DL~

Stephen D. Dackin
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