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Pathway to Improvement for Identified Schools 
 

Introduction 
Ohio’s 1.6 million public school students attend nearly 4,000 schools operated by one of 
approximately 610 school districts or 350 community schools authorized by sponsoring 

organizations. State and federal regulations dictate that Ohio routinely identify its lowest 

performing schools and districts (Ohio Administrative Code 3301-56-01; Elementary and 

Secondary Education Act, 1965; Every Student Succeeds Act, 2015). 
 

As Ohio’s districts and schools are identified for support, they must develop or update district 

and school improvement plans through the ED STEPS platform. The ED STEPS platform 
includes the One Needs Assessment and the One Plan. 

 

School Identification 
Based on federal requirements, the lowest performing schools in Ohio are identified for 

comprehensive or targeted support and improvement.  

• Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) designations encompass, at a minimum, 
the lowest performing 5% of schools receiving Title I funds statewide and any public school 
with a graduation rate at or under 67%.   

o If a school was identified in either 2018 or 2022 as CSI and did not exit status they 

remain as CSI and identified as needing More Rigorous Intervention (CSI-MRI). 

• Additional Targeted Support and Improvement (ATSI) and Targeted Support and 

Improvement (TSI) designations include schools with one or more student groups that are 
among the lowest performing of student groups statewide.  Schools identified as ATSI that do 

not exit that status within three years move to CSI status. 

The pathway to improvement for identified schools includes notification, a comprehensive 
assessment of needs, effective planning, and access to support from the Ohio Department of 

Education and Workforce and its regional partners. The Department provides comprehensive 

and targeted improvement support for schools and districts (including community schools). 
Support activities including professional development, coaching, technical assistance, tools 

for improvement planning and implementation, and grant funding. 

 

Notification of Identification 
The Ohio Department of Education and Workforce notifies schools of their identification 

status on an annual basis. CSI and ATSI identification status is determined every three years, 

while TSI identification occurs annually. Once identification takes place, schools generally 

have until the beginning of the following fiscal year to complete planning requirements.  

https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-56-01
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/114/plaws/publ95/PLAW-114publ95.pdf
https://www.ed.gov/laws-and-policy/laws-preschool-grade-12-education/every-student-succeeds-act-essa
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Federal-Programs/EDSTEPS
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Federal-Programs/EDSTEPS/One-Needs-Assessment
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Federal-Programs/EDSTEPS/One-Plan
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Comprehensive Needs Assessment 
Before a school or district can develop a plan to improve student outcomes, the school must 

complete a needs assessment to identify key improvement priorities. The One Needs 

Assessment, part of the EDSTEPS platform, helps guide schools and districts through analysis 

of student performance data 

 

Effective Planning: Required Actions 
Each district and school will be assigned required actions based on the identification 

category. Schools should assemble a team to create or revise their improvement plans.  

 

All schools identified for improvement support (CSI, ATSI, and TSI) are required to examine 
their school data and complete or update the One Needs Assessment and One Plan. 

Improvement plans are developed within Ohio’s Integrated Multi-Tiered System of Support. 

The Department expects schools to routinely update One Needs Assessment and One Plan 

submissions based on progress made addressing priorities. As part of Ohio’s Plan to Raise 
Literacy Achievement, identified schools must examine literacy outcomes and include a 

literacy-related goal in their One Plan that is aligned with the state’s Literacy Plan.  

 
The Department must approve the One Plan for all CSI designated traditional public and 

community schools. For traditional public schools, the operating district must approve all 

One Plans from CSI, ATSI and TSI designated schools. 
 

When identified as CSI, ATSI or TSI, a school must take the following steps related to their One 

Plan:  

❑ Develop or revise their One Plan in partnership with stakeholders. The school’s 
leadership team must include input from a variety of stakeholders. Examples 

include but are not limited to district and school leaders, classified staff, teachers, 

specialists, parents, students, the school sponsor or partner agency and 
community partners.   

❑ Include a goal in their One Plan focusing on literacy. 

Schools identified as CSI and CSI MRI are subject to further requirements which may include: 

❑ Selecting improvement SMART goals and evidence-based strategies from a list 

pre-approved by the Department. 

❑ Ensuring the One Plan goals in literacy and mathematics align to the reason(s) the 
school was identified, utilizing relevant data from the Ohio School Report Card or 

the identification dashboard. 

❑ Having school leaders participate in a leadership improvement network. 

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Federal-Programs/EDSTEPS/One-Needs-Assessment
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Federal-Programs/EDSTEPS/One-Needs-Assessment
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Federal-Programs/EDSTEPS/One-Needs-Assessment
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Federal-Programs/EDSTEPS/One-Plan
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/OLS-Graphic-Sections/Resources/I-MTSS
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy
https://reportcard.education.ohio.gov/
https://reports.education.ohio.gov/report/report-card-data-identification-dashboard
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❑ Including a minimum of two evidence-based strategies as defined by the Every 

Student Succeeds Act, 2015. Schools that have been identified for more than three 

years may be required to implement only Level One strategies. 
❑ Demonstrating that fiscal resources have been allocated in alignment to the 

strategies identified in their One Plan. 

❑ Identifying and addressing resource inequities, which may include a review of 
local educational agency and school level budgeting. 

Access to Support  
Identified districts and schools have access to the following supports provided by the 

Department and its regional partners. 

 

COORDINATED SUPPORT FROM THE DEPARTMENT  
Ohio utilizes a statewide system of support that includes services from the Department, State 
Support Teams (SSTs), Educational Service Centers (ESCs), Information Technology Centers 

(ITCs) and other professional associations and organizations.  

 

STATE SUPPORT TEAMS (SST) 
State Support Team consultants are available to identified schools to provide technical 
assistance, coaching, and support services to develop or revise the One Needs Assessment 

and One Plans, within ED STEPS. SST consultants also provide specialized services for  

Regional Data needs, and Special Education. These services are provided free of charge to CSI-
identified schools. Contact your SST for additional information.   

 

SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT GRANT FUNDING 
The Title I Non-Competitive, Supplemental School Improvement Grant funds must be used to 

implement evidence-based school improvement strategies that are data driven and aligned to 

the school’s One Plan. The funds should also build the capacity of building staff and the 
community to address identified student needs. For information about the Title I Non-

Competitive, Supplemental School Improvement Grant, contact 

school_improvement@education.ohio.gov.  
 

The Expanding Opportunities for Each Child Non-Competitive Grant is also available for 

identified schools to support improvement. For information about the Expanding 
Opportunities for Each Child Grant, contact eoecgrant@education.ohio.gov. 

  

https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Research-Evaluation-and-Advanced-Analytics/5-Steps-to-Being-Empowered-by-Evidence/Empowered-by-Evidence-Resources/Defining-ESSA-Levels-of-Evidence_Overview.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Research-Evaluation-and-Advanced-Analytics/5-Steps-to-Being-Empowered-by-Evidence/Empowered-by-Evidence-Resources/Defining-ESSA-Levels-of-Evidence_Overview.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Improvement-and-Innovation/State-Support-Teams
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Improvement-and-Innovation/State-Support-Teams
https://www.oesca.org/vnews/display.v/SEC/ESCs
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Federal-Programs/EDSTEPS
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Data/Regional-Data-Leads
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Special-Education
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Improvement-and-Innovation/State-Support-Teams
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Improvement-and-Innovation/Grant-Opportunities/School-Improvement-Grants
mailto:school_improvement@education.ohio.gov
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Improvement-and-Innovation/Grant-Opportunities/Expanding-Opportunities-for-Each-Child-EOEC-A
mailto:eoecgrant@education.ohio.gov
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