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To: Ohio Educational Agencies Serving Students with Disabilities 

From: Jo Hannah Ward, Administrator of the Office for Exceptional Children 

Date: October 3, 2025 

Subject: Who can deliver Specially Designed Instruction (SDI)?  

We remain committed to the principle that students, when provided with appropriate support and 
interventions, can thrive. This commitment extends to our diverse population of students receiving 

special education services. Our goal is to provide high-quality instruction to all students, including 
those who receive special education services through an Individualized Education Program (IEP). As 
Ohio continues to prioritize literacy and ensure access to high-quality language and literacy 

instruction and interventions, questions have arisen regarding the role of Literacy Specialists1 and 

general education teachers in delivering Specially Designed Instruction (SDI). This memo provides 

guidance on the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce’s (the “Department”) stance on this 
matter.2  

Special Education and Specially Designed Instruction (SDI) 

Students with disabilities are general education students first receiving core instruction and supports 

alongside their peers. Students who receive special education services also receive SDI as outlined in 

their IEP. According to federal regulations 34 CFR 300.114(a)(2) these students are to be educated with 

their non-disabled peers to the maximum extent appropriate. The development and primary 

implementation of SDI must adhere to the review and revision process within The Operating 

Standards for the Education of Children with Disabilities.  

According to federal regulations 34 CFR 300.39(b)(3) and Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3301-51-01, 

SDI means adapting, as appropriate to the needs of an eligible child, the content, methodology, or 

delivery of instruction to address the unique and individual needs of a child with a disability and 

ensure access to the general curriculum, allowing them to meet the educational standards applicable 

to all children. SDI goes beyond general education instruction to provide specialized support and 

accommodations to address specific challenges faced by students with disabilities. 

Intervention Specialists and Related Service Providers 

 
1 In this memo, the term “Literacy Specialist” references teachers that have training in providing literacy instruction to children. Educational 

Agencies may use this term, or others, to describe a teacher with specialized training in literacy, this can include teachers trained in their 

district’s Structured Literacy Certification process according to Ohio Revised Code 3319.078.  
2 This guidance does not apply to charter nonpublic schools. 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-300.39
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-D/subject-group-ECFR28b07e67452ed7a/section-300.320
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Learning-in-Ohio/Literacy
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/part-300/section-300.114#p-300.114(a)(2)
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Special-Education/Federal-and-State-Requirements/Operational-Standards-and-Guidance/Operating-Standards-Booklet-June-2024.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://education.ohio.gov/getattachment/Topics/Special-Education/Federal-and-State-Requirements/Operational-Standards-and-Guidance/Operating-Standards-Booklet-June-2024.pdf.aspx?lang=en-US
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/subtitle-B/chapter-III/part-300/subpart-A/subject-group-ECFR0ec59c730ac278e/section-300.39#p-300.39(b)(3)


 

 

Educational agencies are responsible for assigning staff to implement the special education services 
described on a student’s IEP. Federal Regulation 34 CFR 300.156 and OAC 3301-51-09(H) require 

personnel to be properly trained and licensed.   

OAC 3301-51-09(G) requires that an intervention specialist and/or a related service provider must be 

assigned to students with disabilities. This means every student who qualifies for special education 

services will be assigned to an Intervention Specialist and/or a Related Service Provider’s caseload. 

The Intervention Specialist and/or Related Service Provider must be listed in the specially designed 

services section of the student’s IEP and are required to be part of the IEP team.3 Intervention 

Specialists and Related Service Providers are responsible for ensuring services and supports are in 

place and provided as determined by the student’s IEP. They collaborate with the IEP team to develop 

and execute IEP’s, provide SDI, complete special education paperwork, monitor student progress, and 

communicate with families and other professionals.  

Who can deliver SDI?  
Intervention Specialists and Related Service Providers are required members of the IEP team and 

should have the student on their caseload, in accordance with OAC 3301-51-09(I). They must oversee 

the special education services of a student and have the primary responsibility to design the SDI, 

ensure implementation of minutes of service and progress monitoring. The IEP team makes the 
decision about who will deliver SDI based on the unique needs of the student and the content-level 

expertise of the qualified personnel. General education teachers or other experts in their fields (listed 

under support for school personnel in the IEP) may collaborate with the Intervention Specialist or 
Related Service Provider to deliver SDI when the Intervention Specialist or Related Service Provider 
does the following: 

• Ensures implementation of SDI service minutes and that instructional strategies align with the 

student’s IEP; 

• Assesses and monitors, with the SDI provider, progress toward IEP goals and makes necessary 

instructional adjustments; and 

• Maintains oversight and compliance with SDI implementation requirements. 

Conclusion 

Please communicate this information to those who work with students with disabilities. The 
Department is currently developing additional guidance on SDI, which will offer more specific 
information in the future. The Office for Exceptional Children is committed to ensuring that all 

students with disabilities receive a free appropriate public education. 

For further questions or additional information, please contact the Office for Exceptional Children at 

exceptionalchildren@education.ohio.gov.   

 
3 Ohio Administrative Code (OAC) 3301-51-09(G) requires that an intervention specialist must be assigned to students with disabilities. 

Intervention specialists of the student are required to be on the IEP Team pursuant to 34 CFR 300.321. 

 

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-34/section-300.156
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-51-09
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-51-09
https://codes.ohio.gov/ohio-administrative-code/rule-3301-51-09
mailto:exceptionalchildren@education.ohio.gov

