
Produce Safety for School Gardens  

Sample Lesson Plan* 

TOPIC 5: AGRICULTURAL WATER 

   
 

 

Grade Level Band: K-2, 3-5  

Learning Objectives: 

• The students will determine and use safe water practices for growing and harvesting 

produce.  

Estimated Time Needed: 20-30 minutes 
 

Materials/Resources: 

• Section 5: Produce Safety Alliance Grower Training Version 1.2-1.2a  
• Topic 5 slide show 

• Topic 5 knowledge check 
• Materials for letter writing 

 

Vocabulary: 

Pre-Harvest: Any water used on a plant before food is harvested from the plant.  
 

Post-Harvest: Any water used to clean harvested food.  

 
Public Water Supply: Water that has been treated and is provided through pipes for human 

consumption.  
  
Ground Water: Untreated water that fills the spaces between rocks and soil and can be 

accessed through an underground well . 
  
Surface Water: Natural water sources on the surface of the ground, such as lakes or rivers.   

  

Background: 

• See Topic 1 Lesson Plan: Introduction to Produce Safety   

• See Topic 2 Lesson Plan: Worker Health, Hygiene, and Training   
• See Topic 3 Lesson Plan: Soil Amendments  
• See Topic 4 Lesson Plan: Wildlife, Domesticated Animals, and Land Use   

 
Introduction/Attention Getter (Optional): 

• Watch Video Five: Munch the Fox in Safe & Green Gardens – Agricultural Water 

• Slide 3:  Brainstorm: “How do we use water in the garden?” 



 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender.  

 
Lesson Plan: 

• Use slideshow to complete. 

 
Formal Instruction: 

Introduction to new material  

• Discuss pre- and post-harvest water.  

• Discuss different sources of water: public, ground, and surface water.   

• Learn about how each source of water can be contaminated.   

• Think about how we can determine if the water we are using in the garden is safe.  

• Decide who we could ask and write letters to find out about the types and quality of 

water being used in the garden.   

• Students write letters to ask about the quality of water we are using in the garden.  

 
Follow-up  

• Plan to share the response(s) to letter(s) asking about the water quality.   

• Revisit hand washing to ensure students are not causing contamination of the water.   
  

Extensions & Additional Resources: 

• Topic 5 knowledge check 
• Topic 5 activity pages 
• Video: Munch the Fox in Safe & Green Gardens – Agricultural Water 

• Students create a poster to hang in the greenhouse or garden explaining how/why safe 

water is necessary for produce. 
• Students create an informational poster to hang in the garden explaining where the 

water for the greenhouse or garden is sourced.  
• Students write letters to specific audiences who interact with the different 

environments for water (water department directors for public water, farmers who use 

underground well, park rangers who oversee lakes, rivers, etc.).  
• Students develop a campaign to encourage others to minimize water contamination 

depending on source.  

 
*This sample lesson plan is for training purposes only and is not meant to serve as an 

exemplar. 


