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Common Signs of Homelessness Rack Card
The following template is an optional tool for school districts and community schools to enhance the process of identifying and supporting students experiencing homelessness. This template can be tailored to best meet the needs of your school or district. 
Instructions for Using this Template:
Liaisons have a responsibility to ensure that school and district personnel receive training on how to identify and serve students experiencing homelessness. The following template can be utilized as a professional development tool for administrators, teachers, and support staff on possible signs that a student may be experiencing homelessness and the impact that experiencing homelessness can have on students. Customize this template with your contact information and share copies of this rack card with school, district, or ESC staff to increase the identification of students experiencing homelessness. 

Additional Tools
To help staff understand strategies for working with students and families experiencing homelessness with a trauma-informed lens, download the Trauma-Informed Guide (available on the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce’s Professional Development web page). 









What are the signs of student homelessness?
	Educational Continuity
	Social and Behavioral

	· Chronic absence
	· Poor/short attention span

	· Inconsistent homework completion
· Lack of basic school supplies
	· Difficulty forming relationships with teachers and peers

	· Lack of participation in after-school activities
	· Aggression 
· Clinging behavior

	· Gaps in skill development
	· Poor self-esteem

	
	

	Physical and Mental Health
	Statements or Reactions

	· Chronic illness(es)
· Unmet medical, vision, and dental needs
	· Negative response when asked about current living situation

	· Poor hygiene
· Chronic hunger
· Fatigue
	· Statements about staying with relatives, friends, or in motels &               campgrounds

	· Depression and anxiety
	· Statements about moving around 
a lot



If you suspect a student is experiencing homelessness, contact your homeless education liaison to determine McKinney-Vento eligibility.
How can I help? 
If you suspect a student is experiencing homelessness, contact your homeless education liaison to determine McKinney-Vento eligibility.
[Insert Name Here], Homeless Education Liaison 
[Email]
[Phone] 
The liaison will contact the family to confirm eligibility and assess the student’s needs. Appropriate resources and assistance will be offered to each eligible student and family. 
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