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Family/Student Needs Checklist 
The following template is an optional tool for schools and districts to enhance the process of identifying and supporting students experiencing homelessness. This template can be tailored to best meet the needs of your school or district. 

Instructions for Using this Template: 

After completing the Guided Interview for Students Experiencing Housing Instability (available on the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce’s Professional Development web page) with an identified student and their parent(s) or guardian(s), utilize this checklist to assess the needs of the family and refer them to appropriate services and supports.  

This form should not be handed to respondents to fill out but rather be completed by the liaison in conversation with the student and/or their parent(s) or guardian(s). Liaisons should document needs as expressed by the student and/or their parent(s) or guardian(s), letting the individual/family define what is most important to them at this time.
























Family/Student Needs Checklist 
	 General Demographic Information

	


	Student Name                     Last                                     First                                      Middle

	


	Preferred Name

	


	Parent/Guardian(s) (if present)

	


	School	                                                                                                        Current Grade (Preschool-12)


	

	Date of Assessment



	Needs Assessment 




	Items
	Examples
	Notes 

	☐  Food and nutrition
	Free breakfast and lunch (NSLP), SNAP benefits, food pantries, weekend food programs, etc. 
	

	☐  Transportation

	Specialized bus routes to and from school and after-school activities, public transportation vouchers, etc.
	




	☐  Mental health and behavioral referrals
	School counseling, mentoring programs, behavioral aides, 
community mental health provider, referrals, etc.  
	

	☐  Medical, dental, and vision referrals
	Medicaid, glasses, emergency dental work, low-income or sliding scale clinics
	

	☐  Pregnancy and parenting needs
	Prenatal care, WIC, parenting classes, etc.
	

	☐  Legal documents 
	Identification cards, birth certificates, social security cards, etc.  
	

	☐  School supplies
	Notebooks, writing utensils, calculators, binders, etc.
	

	☐  Technology
	Tablets, phones,
Computers,
internet service, location to charge their devices, etc. 
	

	☐  After school activities
	Tutoring, Extracurriculars
	

	☐  Childcare and/or preschool
	Head Start, support for younger children, etc. 
	

	☐  Hygiene items
	Laundry, access to showers, clothes, toiletries, etc.
	

	☐   Bedding and comfort items
	Sheets, mattresses, blankets, pillows, stuffed animals, etc.
	

	☐   Enrichment and recreation needs
	Books, coloring books, games, take-home activities, etc.
	

	☐   Additional needs
	As identified by family/student 
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