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Statewide Collaborations and Communications  

The following chart is an optional tool for schools and districts to enhance the process of identifying and supporting students experiencing homelessness. This template can be tailored to best meet the needs of your school or district. 

Instructions for Using this Chart:

Liaisons have a responsibility to collaborate with state level contacts and community partners to meet the needs of students and families experiencing homelessness. This document provides a list of suggested collaborators, descriptions of the services they offer, and state level information as available. Use the tables below to fill in your local contacts for each service.

Additional Tools 

To create a community resource guide for your area, download the Community Resources Template (available on the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce’s Professional Development web page).



















Statewide Collaborations and Communications

Ohio Department of Education and Workforce
The McKinney-Vento Act requires each state to designate an Office of State Coordinator to oversee the implementation of the McKinney-Vento Act. In Ohio, the state coordinator is in the Office of Whole Child Supports within the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce. The Ohio Department of Education and Workforce is responsible for:
· Developing, reviewing, and revising policies and procedures to remove barriers to high-quality education for students experiencing homelessness,
· Providing professional development programs for liaisons and others, and
· Conducting monitoring of local educational agencies to enforce compliance with the McKinney-Vento Act.

Local homeless education liaisons have a responsibility to coordinate and collaborate with the state coordinator and offices responsible for the provision of education and related services to students experiencing homelessness.

	Position
	Role/Function
	Email
	Phone

	State Homeless Education Program Coordinator
	Assists with training and technical assistance; allowable uses of funds; dispute resolution; and unique challenges and situations.
	HomelessEducation@education.ohio.gov
	(614) 387.7725

	Pupil Transportation Office
	Assists with transportation rules and regulations and 
establishing inter-district transportation agreements.  
	schoolbus@education.ohio.gov
	(614) 466.4230 

	Office for Exceptional Children 
	Assists with technical assistance around issues of compliance with IDEA
	Exceptionalchildren@education.ohio.gov

	(614) 466.2650

	Office of Child Nutrition
	Assists with the expedited enrollment of students experiencing homelessness through the National School Lunch and Breakfast programs.
	Child.nutrition@education.ohio.gov
	(614) 466.2945

	Education Management Information System (EMIS) Office
	Assists with technical assistance and guidance around EMIS documentation and reporting.
	emis@education.ohio.gov
	(614) 387.0395



Head Start 
Head Start programs offer grants to public and private non-profits and for-profit agencies to provide comprehensive child development services to underprivileged children (aged three through five) and their families. Additionally, many new provisions were added related to children experiencing homelessness, including:
· Adopting the McKinney-Vento Act’s definition of homelessness
· Qualifying children experiencing homelessness as automatically eligible for Head Start services

	Organization Name
	Role/Function
	Address
	Email
	Notes

	Ohio Head Start Association Inc. (OHSAI)
	OHSAI is the voice of Ohio's Head Start grantees, staff and families and serves as a state reference for Ohio Head Start providers.
	
	
	https://www.memberleap.com/members/directory/search_bootstrap.php?org_id=OHSA to search for providers by county

	Ohio Department of Children and Youth
	Oversees Ohio Head Start Programs and funds Early Childhood Education grants 
	246 North High Street, 8th floor, Columbus, OH 43215
	info@childrenandyouth.ohio.gov 
	



Runaway and Homeless Youth Act Programs 
Three programs are authorized by RHYA that address the needs of runaway youth and youth experiencing homelessness. A brief description of the three programs is provided below.

1) Basic Center Programs meet the immediate needs of runaway and homeless youth by providing emergency shelter, food, clothing, counseling, and referrals for health care. These shelters can serve youth under 18 years old for up to 21 days. To learn more, see the fact sheet available at http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/resource/bcp-fact-sheet.

2) Transitional Living Programs provide long-term residential services to help homeless youth ages 16 through 21 successfully transition to self-sufficient living. A fact sheet on Transitional
Living Programs funded by the RHYA is available at: http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/fysb/resource/tlp-fact-sheet.

3) Street Outreach Programs offer outreach, services, and referrals to youth living on the street in order to move them into stable housing and prepare them for independence. By achieving these goals, the program also prevents sexual abuse and exploitation.

In addition to helping with housing through the RHYA, the Act also supports a nationwide communication system called the National Runaway Safeline. This system assists homeless and runaway youth by offering help during crisis, giving referrals, connecting with the youth's family, and arranging emergency transportation for those who have run away. It's also there for young people considering running away. The Safeline is well-known for its crisis hotline (1-800-RUNAWAY), but it also lets youth chat online with staff. Liaisons can find useful resources on the Safeline website.


	Organization Name
	Role/Function
	Address
	Email
	Phone
	Notes

	COHHIO
	State reference for RHY programs 
	175 S. 3rd St., Ste. 580, Columbus, OH, 43215
	
	(614) 280.1984
	https://cohhio.org/rhy/ for list of programs around the state






Local Social Services or Human Services Agencies

Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF) 
TANF funds can be used to help families avoid homelessness. The funds can be used for short-term assistance, such as rent or utility payments, without triggering the 60-month lifetime limit for assistance. As long as the funds are used to pay crisis related, non-recurring expenses, they can be used by a family more than once during a year. For example, a family could receive assistance for overdue rent, a car repair, and to bring utilities current all within the same year. A memorandum issued by the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services discusses this issue in more detail and may be downloaded at 
http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ofa/resource/tanf-acf-im-2013-01.

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
Formerly known as the Food Stamp Program, SNAP helps people with low incomes buy food. Although it is a federal government program, SNAP is administered by state or local agencies. 
· Please note the SNAP program is not the same as the USDA school meals program; instead, it provides meals for both families and children outside of the school setting.

	Organization Name
	Role/Function
	Address
	Email
	Phone
	Notes

	Ohio Benefits
	Food, cash, medical, and childcare assistance programs 
	
	
	
	https://ohio.gov/residents/resources/benefits-ohio-gov to apply for benefits

	Community Action Agencies (CAAs)
	CAAs provide a range of services to help families achieve self-sufficiency  
	
	
	
	Find your local agency here https://oacaa.org/find-an-agency/ 



U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD)
HUD currently administers a variety of programs dedicated to preventing or ending homelessness within the United States. They also collaborate with other federal agencies for similar programs and administer the funding for several mainstream resource programs that provide resources to low-income persons in addition to those experiencing homelessness.

The Continuum of Care (CoC) Program helps communities work together to end homelessness. It provides funding for non-profits and government entities to quickly rehouse families experiencing homelessness without the stress and trauma of homelessness. 

	Continuum of Care
	Service Area
	Director 
	Email
	Phone 
	Notes

	Cuyahoga
	Cuyahoga County
	
	
	216-881-5554 
	

	Franklin
	Franklin County
	
	
	
	

	Hamilton
	Hamilton County
	
	info@end-homelessness.org
	513-263-2780
	

	Lucas
	Lucas County
	
	
	419-244-9440
	

	Mahoning 
	Mahoning County
	
	
	330-740-7900 ext. 8193
	

	Montgomery
	Montgomery County
	
	
	937-225-4695
	

	Stark 
	Stark County
	
	
	330-452-4363
	

	Summit
	Summit County 
	
	
	234-312-0833	
	

	Balance of State
	Ohio’s 80 non-urban counties 
	
	ohioboscoc@cohhio.org

	
	



Higher Education
Unaccompanied homeless youth can be qualified as “independent students” for the purposes of filling out the FAFSA. Financial aid administrators are directed to obtain verification of this status from liaisons, if possible, when determining the amount of financial aid available. A sample form letter for liaisons to make the determination as well as a verification form for financial aid administrators is available at https://nche.ed.gov/higher-education/

	Organization Name
	Role/Function
	Address
	Phone 
	Email
	Notes

	Ohio Department of Higher Education
	Oversees higher education for the state, including state-funded financial aid programs and supports for college students experiencing homelessness
	25 South Front Street, Columbus, OH
	
	hotline@highered.ohio.gov

	https://highered.ohio.gov/ 
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