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Transitions to Adulthood: Checklist for Supporting Seniors to Graduation
The following template is an optional tool for schools and districts to enhance the process of identifying and supporting students experiencing homelessness. This template can be tailored to best meet the needs of your school or district. 

Instructions for Using this Template: 

Local homeless education liaisons, along with guidance counselors and other school and district staff tasked with college preparation, have a responsibility to support high school students experiencing homelessness to graduation. This includes providing information and individualized counseling about career and college readiness, college applications and selection, financial aid, and the availability of on-campus supports. Liaisons additionally have a responsibility to inform unaccompanied homeless youth applying to college of their independent student status on the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) and assist them in verifying this status.

The following checklist provides a list of strategies to fulfill these duties and support students experiencing homelessness in their transition from high school seniors to adults. Liaisons should begin this process with students at the beginning of their junior year to align with college entrance exam and application timelines. Schools and districts are encouraged to edit this template to reflect their local policies, procedures, and programs. 













Transitions to Adulthood: Checklist for Supporting Seniors to Graduation
Summer

☐  Make a list of upcoming SAT test dates and registration deadlines: 

	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Notes

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



☐  Make a list of upcoming ACT test dates and registration deadlines: 

	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	Notes

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



☐  Research and communicate local financial aid and professional development opportunities for students, such as: 
· Scholarships
· Job fairs
· Works studies 
· Apprenticeships 
· Adult Education/Certificate programs 
· Career Tech programs

☐   Touch base with school counselors in your district to discuss plans for individualized counseling for seniors experiencing homelessness regarding:
· Transcript audits to ensure that seniors are on track to graduate
· Post-graduation options 
· College readiness
· College selection
· College applications
· Financial aid 

☐   Communicate information about upcoming college entrance exams to students, including:
· Testing dates
· Registration deadlines
· Available fee waivers 

Fall

☐   Inform students of all post-graduation options, including: 
· Postsecondary education 
· Trade schools 
· Entering the workforce 
· Enlisting in the military 

☐   Inform students that college applications are open, including information about:
· Early and regular decision application deadlines 
· Application fee waivers 

☐   Host information sessions on the college application process and financial aid procedures

☐   Provide students with information about the Federal Application for Financial Aid (FAFSA), including information about:
· When the FAFSA will be available 
· Important deadlines 
· Independent student status for unaccompanied homeless youth 

☐   Provide students with opportunities for on assistance for completing their FAFSA

☐   Provide determination letters for unaccompanied homeless youth applying for federal aid 
· Give a copy to the student and keep a copy in your records 

☐   Ensure students experiencing homelessness have all the necessary documentation to apply for post-secondary opportunities and financial aid, such as:
· Birth certificates
· Driver’s licenses 
· Other forms of identification and income verification

☐   Have quarterly reviews with students to discuss progress towards graduation, ensuring that:
· Students receive appropriate credit for full or partial coursework completed satisfactorily
· Their high school transcripts are an accurate reflection of their coursework and credits


☐   Connect students with opportunities to prepare them for post-graduation, such as: 
· Ohio’s College Credit Plus program
· Apprenticeship programs 
· TRIO programs   

Winter 

☐   Have quarterly reviews with students to discuss progress toward graduation, ensuring that:
· Students receive appropriate credit for full or partial coursework completed satisfactorily
· Their high school transcripts are an accurate reflection of their coursework and credits

☐   Connect students planning to enter the workforce with community partners that can help students build career readiness skills such as:
· Resume writing
· Interviewing 
· Time or financial management

☐   Remind students of approaching early application deadlines

☐   Remind students of financial aid/scholarship opportunities and deadlines 

☐   Remind students of apprenticeship and certificate program opportunities and deadlines

Spring 

☐   Inform students of AP exam fee waivers

☐   Discuss admission and financial aid decisions with students to help determine feasible options  

☐   Connect students going to college/trade schools with higher education professionals such as:
· Financial aid office 
· Higher education homeless liaisons 
· Support programs 

☐   Provide students with information on benefits they may be eligible for, such as:
· Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)
· Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) program
· Medicaid

☐   Provide students with a list of community programs and services, including:
· Housing assistance
· Transportation services 
· Health and wellness support
· Financial literacy 
· Life skills training 
· Job training 
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