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Transportation Plan for Ensuring School Stability
Introduction and Overview
Per federal guidance, both the state and its Local Educational Agencies (LEAs) are mandated to adopt policies and procedures ensuring transportation is provided, upon request of the parent, guardian, (or liaison for unaccompanied homeless youth), to and from the school of origin by the following as applicable:

(I) If the student experiencing homelessness continues to live in the area served by the local educational agency in which the school of origin is located, the local educational agency in which the school of origin is located shall provide or arrange the child's or youth's transportation to and from the school of origin.

(II) If the student experiencing homelessness living arrangement in the area served by the local educational agency of origin is terminated, and the child or youth, though continuing their education in the school of origin, begins living in an area served by another local educational agency, the local educational agency of origin and the local educational agency in which the homeless child or youth is resting their head at night shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the child with transportation to and from the school of origin. If the local educational agencies cannot agree upon such method, the responsibility and costs for transportation shall be shared equally.

This document is intended to:
· Assist schools and districts to support and increase access to education for students experiencing homelessness. 
· Provide schools and districts with optional tools to develop a transportation agreement with neighboring schools or districts.
· Serve as a sample for schools and districts that can be used for transportation plan agreements and individual student protocols.

For questions about implementation, please email HomelessEducation@education.ohio.gov








Step-by-Step Transportation Procedure for Schools and Districts
Here's a step-by-step guide outlining requirements for providing transportation for students experiencing homelessness in your school or district.

STEP 1: Develop a clear procedure to identify which students experiencing homelessness need transportation to maintain school stability

· Train staff involved in student transportation, including bus drivers, on identifying students experiencing homelessness. Additionally, they may review the McKinney-Vento Act.

· The local liaison can assist the parent or guardian of a child or youth experiencing homelessness and any unaccompanied youth in knowing the available transportation options.

STEP 2: Establish effective communication and coordination

· Establish effective communication channels between the school or district, transportation department, and homeless liaisons. Ensure timely updates on student placements and transportation needs.

· Develop effective transportation policies and procedures. The collaboration of the homeless liaison, transportation director, and other district or school administrators plays a vital role in impacting engagement and attendance for students experiencing homelessness through effective transportation policies and procedures. 

· Ensure ongoing communication and clear assigned responsibilities to increase efficiency and timely transportation.  

· Arrange transportation without delay to facilitate full participation of students experiencing homelessness throughout the entire school day, neither arriving late nor leaving before the school day has ended. 

· Coordinate transportation services with other schools and districts. This coordination ensures that each school or district understands its responsibility to minimize educational disruption for students experiencing homelessness that transportation challenges may cause.

· Educational Service Centers (ESCs) could be integral in facilitating a common transportation agreement for its member districts by convening and hosting transportation meetings at the beginning of each school year.

STEP 3: Establish a procedure for providing, arranging, and funding transportation

· Once the student's best interest is determined, the school or district must provide or arrange transportation to and from the school of origin upon request. 

· Once this best interest determination has been made, a school district may not refuse to provide transportation to the school of origin due to a lack of available buses or other resources. There are no time or distance limits for transportation under McKinney-Vento.

Transportation Arrangements
While schools and districts ultimately determine the mode of transportation, it is crucial to ensure that it does not create educational barriers for students experiencing homelessness.

· Transportation arrangements should ensure that a student experiencing homelessness can participate for the entire school day without arriving late or leaving before the school day has ended. Extremely early pick-up times may be challenging for young and should be thoughtfully evaluated during transportation coordination.

· The mode of transportation should not stigmatize a student experiencing homelessness or compromise the confidentiality of their living situation. Bus routes should be arranged so students staying in homeless shelters can be picked up and dropped off discreetly. For instance, buses can stop at the shelter as the first stop in the morning and the last stop in the afternoon.

 Funding Transportation
· Funds reserved for students experiencing homelessness under Title I, Part A (set-aside funds) may be used to provide services that other students ordinarily do not receive. This includes transportation to and from the school of origin. The local liaison can coordinate with the Title I director to assess the needs of the student experiencing homelessness. Together, they can determine how to meet transportation needs using the Title I, Part A set-aside for students experiencing homelessness. Access the Department’s Students Experiencing Homelessness website for more information.  
STEP 4: Transportation options
The mode of transportation provided by the district plays a crucial role in ensuring that students experiencing homelessness have access to education and extracurricular activities, as mandated by federal law. Factors such as the student's age, abilities, and family circumstances should be taken into consideration when selecting the most appropriate transportation option.
Transportation options can include:  
· Public transportation;  
· Gas cards: Some parents may have working automobiles. Districts may provide a gas card or use a voucher system so parents can drive their children to and from school. Districts create a system to account for attendance and miles traveled to and from school with the student;  
· Taxis; and  
· Special education buses.  
If a student experiencing homelessness has access to private transportation, such as a car or taxi, the local liaison may discuss liability and background check requirements with the school district transportation director.
A family may find permanent housing during the school year. In this case, the student is still eligible for transportation services to and from the school they are attending for the remainder of the school year.  
Comparable Transportation

· Students experiencing homelessness have the right to services comparable to those offered to other students, including transportation. For instance, if non-homeless receive transportation during optional summer school, students experiencing homelessness must also be with the same service.  

STEP 5: Document sharing transportation costs
Per federal guidance, the school or district of origin and the school or district in which the homeless child or youth is resting their head at night shall agree upon a method to apportion the responsibility and costs for providing the child with transportation to and from the school of origin. If the schools or districts are unable to agree upon such a method, the responsibility and costs for transportation shall be shared equally.

STEP 6: Develop a dispute resolution process to address transportation issues
In the event of a transportation dispute, the student should continue to receive transportation services to and from school until the matter is resolved. The state homeless education coordinator and the state director of transportation are available to assist students and families experiencing homelessness.
Schools or districts must collaborate to ensure educational stability for students experiencing homelessness. Schools or districts should make every possible effort to reach an agreement to fund transportation. For questions or support with dispute resolution, please email HomelessEducation@education.ohio.gov 

NAME OF DISTRICT:

SCHOOL OF ORIGIN AND SCHOOL OF RESIDENCE
TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT

All participants signing this agreement: 

1. Agree that in the event a student stays in their school of origin, both the school of origin and the new school of residence will share the cost of transportation and the responsibility of coordinating bus routes on a 50/50 basis. This includes dropping students off at the district line in the morning to be picked up in the afternoon.

2. Agree that the district where the student is enrolled/attending will handle transportation and billing oversight.

3. Agree that the district where the student is enrolled/attending (School of Origin) will monitor the student's/ family’s housing situation to accurately determine the student's homeless status.

4. Agree that if a family secures permanent housing during the school year, the student remains eligible for transportation services to and from the school they are currently attending for the remainder of the school year (as mandated by federal law).

5. Agree that transportation will continue if the Dispute Resolution process is underway.

Note: Establishing a protocol would be highly beneficial in the absence of a designated liaison in a district.

	Student(s) Name

	School
	Grade

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	


The district of origin and the district of residence have collaboratively agreed upon the transportation arrangements for the listed students.

NAME OF DISTRICT:

SCHOOL OF ORIGIN AND SCHOOL OF RESIDENCE
TRANSPORTATION AGREEMENT
It is hereby agreed between the schools or districts listed below that the transportation 
expenses/arrangements for students listed on this form will be equally shared starting 
on______________________ and ending on _______________________. 

After ________days/weeks, the transportation agreement will be reevaluated by:



	District of Origin:

	Attendance Area District:


	Approved by (signature):

	Approved by (signature):


	Date:

	Date:


	Printed Name:

	Printed Name:


	Phone Number:

	Phone Number:


	Fax Number:
	Fax Number:




	If necessary, expenses incurred will be invoiced according to the following schedule:
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