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Unaccompanied Youth Checklist for Liaison
The McKinney-Vento Act defines an “unaccompanied youth” as a child or youth experiencing homelessness not in the physical custody of a parent or legal guardian. Students of any age can be considered an unaccompanied homeless youth. For further guidance on who meets the definition of unaccompanied youth, refer to the Ohio Department of Education and Workforce’s Unaccompanied Youth FAQ.

The following template is an optional tool for schools, districts, and Educational Service Centers (ESCs). Supporting unaccompanied homeless youth at school requires sensitivity, understanding, and following appropriate procedures to ensure their well-being and educational needs are met. This template can be tailored to best meet the needs of your school, district, or ESC.



Here's a step-by-step checklist for liaisons to support:

	Determine eligibility under McKinney-Vento – if needed, Eligibility Form
	

	Document the status in the student information system.
	

	If eligibility is confirmed, approach the unaccompanied youth with empathy and understanding to build a trusting relationship. Assure them that their well-being and privacy will be respected.
	

	Inform the unaccompanied youth about their rights as a student experiencing homelessness and the available support services, such as transportation assistance, nutrition, educational supplies, and extracurricular activities.
	

	Collaborate with school counselors and social workers if applicable to address the unaccompanied youth's immediate needs, such as food, clothing, and hygiene supplies.
	

	Determine best interest for school placement by:
· Ensuring that unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness understand the school selection options.
· Reinforcing the importance of school stability and educational continuity.
· Discussing with the unaccompanied youth experiencing homelessness their unique circumstances and assist them in making the most appropriate choice.
	

	Determine child’s needs to be able to succeed in school.
	

	When best school placement has been determined 
· Immediately enroll the unaccompanied youth even if they lack normally required documents. 
· Assist with obtaining school records from the previous school, if applicable. 
· If the student is transferring to the attendance area school, ensure record transfers occur without delay.  
· If needed, advocate for the youth's access to educational services, including special education.
	

	Provide family/unaccompanied youth/caregiver with information on their right to Dispute Resolution on eligibility, enrollment, and school selection.
	

	Connect unaccompanied youth to community resources based on identified needs such as: shelters, food banks, and counseling services.
	

	Work with local agencies and organizations to help the unaccompanied youth find stable housing and support their transition to independent living, if applicable.
	

	Provide ongoing support and monitor academic progress. Continue to be supportive, offering guidance and assistance throughout their educational journey. Regularly check on the youth's academic progress and attendance, collaborate with teachers and counselors to address any challenges they may face, and support them with the FAFSA application.
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