
Comprehensive School Safety 

Focusing on Ohio School’s Psychological Safety Requirements 
and Supports

Jill Jackson, Ph.D.
Office of Whole Child Supports

School Safety Webinar
November 2024



AGENDA

Vision for School Safety

Physical and Psychological Safety

Comprehensive Approach to 

School Safety 

Role of Key Personnel 

School Safety Resources



Vision for School Safety 

Each student learns in an environment that is physically, 
psychologically and emotionally safe for students and 
adults. 

A safe learning environment addresses the emotional and 
physical safety of students and staff by using a 
comprehensive approach that engages school staff, 
students, families, and the community.



Physical Safety



ROLE OF OHIO SCHOOL SAFETY CENTER

• Policy and Compliance
• Safety and Crisis
• Education and Support 

Services
• Resources



Ohio School Safety Center: Policy & Compliance I

• K-12 Compliance with Statutory Requirements
• 5,600 Buildings

• Clery Act Guidance and Support

• Higher Ed EM Group

• Vulnerability Assessments 

• Grants 

• Updates:
• Co-located 
• New application 
• Templates
• Drones
• CPR/AED/First Aid Training



School Emergency Management Requirements 



Ohio School Safety Center: Policy & Compliance II

Safer Ohio Tip Line
• 24/7 call and text

• 10 different languages

• Remain anonymous

• Report threats to student safety

• Bullying

• Self-harm

• Threats of harm and violence

• Substance abuse

• Bomb threats

• Weapons

• Unusual or suspicious behavior



• 4 ZONE MANAGERS

• 16 MOBILE TRAINING OFFICER'S

• 16 SCHOOL SAFETY LIAISON'S

Mobile Training Officers (Statutorily Created)

• Assist with Development & Review of Emergency 

Management Plans

• Training

• Security Protocols

• Vulnerability Assessments

• Armed School Staff Essential Training (ASSET)

School Safety Liaisons

• Threat Assessment

• School Climate & Anti-Bullying

• School Transportation Safety Training Grants

• Strategic Partnerships

• Emotional Safety



Stay In The Know…

Ohio School Safety Center (OSSC)

• OSSC K-12 Newsletter
• OSSC Higher Education Newsletter
• OSSC School Cyber Alerts & Bulletins
• OSSC School Resource Officer Alerts & Bulletins
• OSSC School Safety Summit News & Bulletins 



OSSC Website 



Psychological Safety



Ohio Law 
• House Bill 123

• Suicide Prevention, Violence Prevention, Social Inclusion, and School 
Safety Requirements

• Comprehensive Approach to School Safety

• Physical and Psychological Safety

Trained Threat 
Assessment 

Teams

Suicide 
Awareness and 

Prevention

Violence 
Prevention and 
Social Inclusion

Student-led 

Violence 
Prevention Club

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Prevention-Education/Suicide-and-Violence-Prevention-Social-Inclusion
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/School-Wellness/Prevention-Education/Suicide-and-Violence-Prevention-Social-Inclusion


Violence And Suicide Awareness And Prevention 

Each school district may designate a student-led violence prevention club for 
each school building in the district or school serving grades 6 through 12.

Each school district is to provide health education instruction in suicide 
prevention, violence prevention and social inclusion.

Beginning in the 2023-2024 school year



Behavioral Threat Assessment I

• Each local school district serving grades 6 through 12 must have a 
threat assessment team for each school building in the district.

• Each team must complete an approved threat assessment training 
program. Staff must receive training every three years from initial 
training date.

• Each team must be multidisciplinary, include school administrators, 
mental health professionals, school resource offices and other 
necessary personnel.



Behavioral Threat Assessment II
• Behavioral Threat Assessment teams follow a decision tree 

process to mitigate threats and resolve less serious, transient threats.

• With CSTAG implementation, students can seek help for threats of violence, 

staff have increased knowledge responding to threats, and the school 

feels more connected as a community.

• Schools and districts implementing the CSTAG model see fewer bullying 

incidents and reported violence, and up to a 50% reduction in long-term 

suspensions.

https://www.schoolta.com/manual
https://www.schoolta.com/manual
https://www.schoolta.com/manual


Behavioral Threat Assessment III

• All Ohio schools and districts are invited to participate in the CSTAG threat 

assessment training to meet threat assessment team needs and fulfill the Suicide 

Prevention, Violence Prevention, Social Inclusion, and School Safety Requirements for 

behavioral threat assessments.

• Ohio’s educational service centers offer free training in the nationally 

recognized Comprehensive School Threat Assessment Guidelines (CSTAG) model this 

school year.

• Schools and districts can contact the local educational service center for 

information on training.

• For additional questions, please contact saferschools@education.ohio.gov.

https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Safe-and-Supportive-Schools/Comprehensive-School-Threat-Assessment-Guidelines
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Safe-and-Supportive-Schools/Comprehensive-School-Threat-Assessment-Guidelines
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Safety-and-Violence-Education-Students-SAVE-Stude
https://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Student-Supports/Safety-and-Violence-Education-Students-SAVE-Stude
https://www.schoolta.com/
https://www.oesca.org/esc-network/ohio-escs
mailto:saferschools@education.ohio.gov


Physical And Psychological Safety
Which physical and psychological safety requirement(s) apply to your role and work in 
Ohio schools?

• Emergency Management Plan

• Annual Plan Certification

• Emergency Management Test

• Anonymous Reporting System

• Violence Prevention

• Suicide Awareness and Prevention

• Student-Led Violence Prevention Clubs

• Behavioral Threat Assessment Team



Comprehensive Approach To School Safety 



Comprehensive Approach To School Safety I

Collaborated to develop a statewide comprehensive approach to 
school safety based on best practices and evidence-informed 

strategies. 

Collectively, the Ohio School Safety Center (OSSC) within the 
Department of Public Safety (ODPS), Ohio Department of Education 

and Workforce (DEW), and the Ohio Department of Mental Health and 
Addiction Services (OhioMHAS)



COMPREHENSIVE APPROACH TO SCHOOL SAFETY II

• District leadership, building or teacher-based teams

• Positive Behavioral Interventions and Support (PBIS) team

• Threat assessment team

• Emergency Management Team

• Behavioral and Mental Health Supports

• Crisis Intervention Teams

• Partnerships with families, community providers, and first responders

• Anonymous Reporting system



Eight Best Practices For Implementing School Safety I



MTSS/MPHAT FRAMEWORK 



Eight Best Practices For Implementing School Safety II



Eight Best Practices For Implementing School Safety III



Eight Best Practices For Implementing School Safety IV



Eight Best Practices For Implementing School Safety V



Eight Best Practices For Implementing School Safety VI



Comprehensive School Safety I

Which comprehensive school safety practices apply to your role and work in Ohio 

schools?

• Collaborate with partners that lead and implement physical and psychological safety and 
academic achievement.

• Integrate prevention violence and suicide prevention education, mental health supports, and 
behavioral threat assessment teams into the PBIS framework

• Increase access to school based mental health supports

• Integrate school climate with school safety 

• Balance physical and psychological safety practices

• Provide alternatives to punitive discipline.

• Consider the context of each school and provide culturally appropriate content and services.



Role Of Key Personnel:
Staffing Ohio’s Comprehensive School Safety Framework 

• School Boards

• Superintendent and District Administrators

• School Principals

• School-based Behavioral Health and Wellness Professionals

• Counselors

• School Psychologist

• Social Workers

• School-based Security & Law Enforcement

• Emergency Management Team

• All School Staff 



Staffing Ohio’s Comprehensive School Safety Framework 

• Establish a school safety leadership team that includes 
key personnel with clarified roles and responsibilities 

• Engage students and families as partners in developing and 
implementing policies and practices that create and 
maintain a safe school environment.

• Assign appropriate school staff to guide the partnerships 
and work.



Staffing Ohio's Comprehensive School Safety Framework 

• Provide adequate time for staff planning and problem solving 
via regular team meetings and professional learning communities

• Assess and identify needs, strengths, and gaps in existing services 
and supports that address the physical and psychological safety of 
the school community. (e.g., availability of school and community 
resources, unmet student mental health needs)

• Evaluate the safety of the school building and school grounds 
by examining the physical security features of the campus.



Comprehensive School Safety Framework 

Through partnerships, Ohio schools will have a comprehensive plan 
and approach to safety that will…

• Review data and access physical and psychological safety partners 
and needs

• Create positive school climate practices
• Include social and emotional learning and development
• Implement mental, emotional, and behavioral health
• Serve vulnerable and at-risk populations
• Provide a behavioral threat assessment process
• Employ effective and positive school discipline



Comprehensive School 
Safety Resources



Ohio’s Comprehensive School Safety Framework

https://dam.assets.ohio.gov/image/upload/ohioschoolsafetycenter.ohio.gov/2023-School-Safety-Comprehensive-Guide.pdf


School Safety Resource 



CONTACT INFORMATION

School Safety Contact Information

Jill Jackson, Ph.D

Office for Whole Child Support

saferschools@education.ohio.gov



THANK YOU SLIDE 

Thank you for supporting 

and implementing  

comprehensive safety 

practices in Ohio schools!



EDUCATION.OHIO.GOV

End of presentation
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