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Introduction

This Family Report Interpretive Guide is intended to be a resource for parents and families to
understand their child’s results on the Spring 2014 Ohio Achievement Assessments. Specifically,
this guide will use samples of the grade 3 Family Report. Parent(s) or guardian(s) should receive a
Family Report for their child from the school if their child tested in spring 2014.

This interpretive guide includes

« A Sample Score Report for Grade 3.

« Explanations on how to read the score report, what the score results mean by standard level,
and suggestions for ways to improve your child’s performance.

« Complete Performance Level Descriptors for Grades 3 — 8 Reading and Mathematics;
Grades 4 and 7 Writing; Grades 5 and 8 Science and Social Studies. Please note the grades
4 and 7 Writing assessments and the grades 5 and 8 Social Studies assessments have been
suspended for the spring 2014 administration.

For More Assistance:

Please contact your child’s school and teachers if you need further assistance with interpreting your
Family Report.

Additional resources are available to your family on the Ohio Achievement Assessments Web site:
ohio3-8.success-ode-state-oh-us.info.

This Web site provides additional information including:

e What’s Expected of Students - The Academic Content Standards define what your student
should know and be able to do in all subjects.

e Practice for the Test - Sample test questions are available to help students practice.

e Understand Test Results - Learn more about how test questions are scored.

Also, released questions for the achievement assessments are available to your family at
education.ohio.gov/Topics/Testing/Testing-Materials/Released-Test-Materials-for-Ohio-s-Grade-3-
8-Achie. Follow the links to each released test.

The Ohio Department of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national
origin, sex, religion, age, or disability in employment or the provision of service.



Interpreting the Results:

Sample Grade 3 Reading Report
Page 2 of the Score Report

486
Advanced - Students go beyond
understanding what they read to explain
what they like or do not like about a story.
Jane's Spring
score is 422 e
. Accelerated - Students understand what
She has performed at they read (e.qg., fairy tales, folk tales, poetry)
the accelerated lewvel — and compare stories with other stories.
and mests standards for
Grade 3 Reading. 45
= Jana's Fall Score Proficient - Students understand what
Is 4 they read. They try to list important ideas in
the taxts they read.
07T | 00

they read. They use strategies (e.g., cluesin
sentences and paragraphs, knowledge of

E word parts) to leam mew words.

385 |I=

g Basitc - Students understand some of what

Limited - Students may struggle with
simiple reading tasks (e.g., fairy tales, folk
tales, poetry).

School Average Score: 400

District Average Score: 402

State Average Score: 400 260

The student in this example is Jane. Her reading achievement score for the spring administration is
displayed in the orange bordered box on the left. Average scores for all third graders in the school,
district, and state are provided for comparison purposes at the bottom left. Each score is noted with the
orange arrow on the vertical column of score ranges. Jane’s score, 422, is noted with the arrow on the
vertical column of scoring ranges. The vertical column indicates the score ranges and corresponding
performance levels.

Each score corresponds to one of five performance levels: Limited, Basic, Proficient, Accelerated and
Advanced. A brief description of each performance level is provided to the right. A more complete
description of each level is provided at the end of this guide for grades 3 — 8 reading and mathematics;
grades 4 and 7 writing; and grades 5 and 8 science and social studies. In this example, Jane performed at
the Accelerated level on the reading test. Please note the grades 4 and 7 writing tests and the grades 5
and 8 social studies tests have been suspended for the 2014 administration.

A score of 400 or higher (Proficient, Accelerated, or Advanced) meets the established performance
standard on each test. A score of 399 or lower does not meet the performance standard. For scores below
the Proficient level, the school is required to provide intervention. Please contact your child’s teachers
regarding suggestions for intervention activities that you may provide at home.

Note: It is possible that the highest and lowest possible scores on your child’s Family Report will not
match those on the sample report in this guide.

Disclaimer: The data in the Family Report sample are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. The
student’s name on the sample is fictitious, and any similarity to an actual student name is purely coincidental.



Sample Grade 3 Reading Report
Page 2 of the Score Report

On the same page of the report as the vertical scale described on
Has Jane reached proficientin page 2 of this guide is a yellow box as shown on the left that
the areas of Reading? indicates strengths and weaknesses of the student in reading.
These strengths and weaknesses are identified for the four areas or

standards in reading.

Below Mear Above
Proficient Proficient Proficient
Acquisition of

:“:t_'“:: ® The four reading standards covered on the tests are:
eading Process 1citi

© « Acquisition of Vocabulary,
Informational Text [ #] . Reading Process

Literary Text ¢ « Informational Text and
o Literary Text.

This chart shows you how well Jane

performed in each standard. She is In the example shown here, Jane’s strengths and weaknesses are
above proficient in Acquisition of noted by radio buttons. Her results were:

Vocabulary, near proficient in « Above Proficient in Acquisition of VVocabulary and

Reading Process, above proficient in Informational Text which is a strength.

Informational Text, and below
proficient in Literary Text.

« Near Proficient in Reading Process which is a weakness.
« Below Proficient in Literary Text which is a weakness.

Please note that these ratings focus on specific content standards on this test and may differ from the total
performance level for reading. It is important to note that these ratings do not indicate the total score for
the student. Jane had an Above Proficient rating for the Acquisition of Vocabulary and Informational
Text standards which indicates a strength area. Jane had a Near Proficient rating for the Reading Process
standard which indicates a weak area. And Jane had a Below Proficient rating for the Literary Text
standard which also indicates a weak area. Jane’s overall score for the total Reading test was 422.

The Mathematics score may be interpreted in a similar manner using the mathematics standards and
performance levels. The sample report has the same data boxes as the reading test presented in this guide.

Disclaimer: The data in the Family Report sample are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. The
student’s name on the sample is fictitious, and any similarity to an actual student name is purely coincidental.



Sample Grade 3 Reading Report
Page 3 of the Score Report

Acguisition of Vocabulary Jane Seored Above Proficient

Students figure out what new words mean by WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN NEXT STEPS

looking at the words and sentences around the Your child knows how to apply knowledge of Have your child read more difficult texts. Help

new words, They correctly read common wiords words {e.g., water, geniie) to unknown her use word parts and clues in the text to

(e.g.. ant, feaf, pillow). They use what they compound words (e.g., watermelon, peatleman).  understand the new words. Have your child use

know about pars of words (e.g., cant, fovely, She reads many different kinds of texts (e.g., a dictionary to check the meanings. Encourage

kelpfily to understand whole words. fairy tales, folk tales) and learns new words vour child to use the new wonds in everyday
from them. conversations.

The third page of the score report describes in greater detail your child’s strengths and weaknesses on the
reading standards. The example above is for Jane and contains the Acquisition of Vocabulary standard.

The column on the left lists the content standard for the reading test with a brief description of the
standard. The standard being measured on the test is the same for all students.

The second column in the sample above explains what the results mean in terms of the content standard
for Jane. This text will change depending upon the specific score of the student and represents Jane’s
score for that content standard.

The third column suggests next steps. These are activities for you and your child to do that might help
improve your child’s performance. Again, this text will change depending upon the specific score of the
student. Please contact your child’s teacher for additional information and suggestions.

The report lists the remaining three standards, the meaning of the score results for each content standard,
and the next steps for the student with specific activities.

The report also presents similar information for the content standards on the grade 3 mathematics test.

On the following pages:

« A complete sample report is included;

« The Performance Level Descriptors (PLD) for grades 3 through 8 are presented. The PLDs include
description of each performance level. It is noted that the grades 4 and 7 Writing and the grades 5
and 8 Social Studies tests are suspended.

Disclaimer: The data in the Family Report sample are for display purposes only and do not represent actual results. The
student’s name on the sample is fictitious, and any similarity to an actual student name is purely coincidental.



FAMILY SCORE REPORT

Prepared for
The Family of Jane Doe

Test Date:  Spring 2014 Birth Date: 02/11/2003 Ohiﬂ |
School: Abc Elementary (012345)

District: Abc School District (012345)

[Er K ) Reading and Math Achievement Assessments

Dear Family,

In May 2014, your child Jane took Ohio Achicvement Assessments in Grade 3 reading and mathomatics. These tosts
mcasurcd how much she had koarmod at the ond of the school yoar. The tosts were based on staic standands that sy
what a third-grsder should know and be sble to do.
Ths roport lists Jamc's test scores and oxplems what thoy mean. | urge you to talk to her tcachor about the roport so
you undomstand what she may noed to contimue growing in knowlodgo.
The Third Crade Reading Cuarantee
I your child had trouble readimg, m third grade, thene ane some thengs you should know., Ofio hes 2 Third Grade
Rding Guaranies thet syys school districts must give cxtm bolp to stnaggpling roadors. Thes law also sxys thind-
wraders ghat did not scons 392 or highor on their 11 2013 or May 2014 reading tosts may beee o nopeat third grade to
eld stromper readimy =kills before moving oo
It your child had ditficulty with reading, you should call your district now o soc if it plans to advance bor to fourth
grade this fall, based on bor tost rosuldts in this roport. 1f she did not neocive a high ooough scome o advance, you should
tnke advamtage of amy summer nesding inferventzon program your district is sponsoring. Also, | have urged your
district o ofier tawo roading tosts this summer. These can g@ve your child more chances to show that she roads well
noagh o advancs to fourth-gmde in the fall. It wour child docs ropeat CGrado 3 noxt yoar and you roquest it, tho district
must affer ber froe outside hutoring by & professonal reading spocialist. Call your district to find out mane.
To better understand the Third (Grede Rauding Guarmnice and the rodos youw, your district 2nd your school shoald play,
thwe: (Qhio Department of Education has postod Thind Grade Resding Gusransos “roadmaps,”™ at cducaton ohio.goy.
Thess = for parcnts of sruggliog resders in Grades 1-4. To find thom, type Porent Roadmap mio the wobsits scanch
box.
Mew Tests Mext Year

. Moxt spring Ohio will bogmn using a now goncmtion of tosts thet ano based cntincly on Otio’s Mow Leaming Standards.
In thi classrnaom, teschers will focus on fewer toptcs within cach subject but po deeper into cach topic. Over the next
fiow yoars this will give Jane the mone m-dopth cducation she will nood to succeed i 2 | st-oomhery work and I
Thank you for all you do to sapport Jane i school. | wish her much suooes in her leaming.

AR

Dr. Richard A. Ross
Supcrintendent of Public Instruction

Quick Facts About Your Child and 5tate Achievement Assessments

Q. Why does my child take achievement Q. Why do some children have two scores
assessments? for the Grade 3 Reading Achievement

The Reading and Math Achisvement Assessments help ensure that all Assessment and only one score for the

students have leamed the level of reading and math expectad of ohio Grade 3 Math Achievement Assessment?

students at the end of the third grade. Some students have two scores for the Grade 3 Reading Adhlevement
Assessment because this test Is taken twice a year - once In the fall and

once In the spring. Both scores ane Included in this report. Students are
aedited with the higher score.

Students have only one score for the Grade 3 Math Achlevement
Assessment because this test Is taken once a year In the spring.

g 2014 DZ4E 1



FAMILY SCORE REPORT

Jane's Spring
score is 422,

Sne nas perfomed &t
he accelersted level

Sonool Average Scors: 400

District Average Score: 402 —|

State Average Score: 400

Ohio |

Advanced - Students go beyond
understanding what they read to explain
what they ke or do not ke about a story.

Accelerated - Students understand what

they read je.g, Tairy tales, folk tales, poetry)
and compare storas with other storles.

Proficient - Studants undarstand what
they raad. They try to list Important idess In
the texts they read.

Basic - Students understand some of what
they read. They use strategles {e.q. dues In
santences and paragraphs, knowledge of
wiord [pairts) to learm new words.

Limited - Studenits may strusggle with
shmipila ressding tasks (e.g., fairy tales, folk

Has Jane reached proficient in
the areas of Reading?

Hajow e Above
Foficie®  Fofident Foficient
et 5 @ S
ReagingPromss (g )
Iohemationatfent 7T
Usrantet  GEINCIND

This chart shows you how well Janc
performed in cach standard She is
ahove proficient in Acquisition of
Vaocabulary, near proficient in
Reading Process, above proficient in
Informational Text, and below
proficient in Literary Text.

Maote: Thare i some uncestainty In 2l test

Different versions of the test ane used each time the test is given. The scores in this report ase used to
compare pesformance from year to year. Soores in diferant subjects cannot be compared.

scofes. Pleasa sea the Interpeetive guide for
moe Inforrmation.

522

Jane's score

s 402.

Sne has parfomed &t
the proficient level and

Grede 3 Math.

Stata Avarage Scora: 430

District Average Score: 420 — |

School Average Score: 410

EDUCATION_OH GO

s
=
E
o
=

Advanced - Students cam solwe new,
compiex problems. They explain thelr
reasoning by wsing formal math tenms (g,
vertex Instead of comer) and symbols f2.g., »).

Accelerated - Students can compara
shapes and estimate maasurements. They
combine diffenent loaas (2.4, converting
betwasn tables and graphs) and explain their
reasoning.

Proficient - S1u0ants n SO/VE COMIman
probiems with whole numbars, dedmals and

Practions. They iry to explain thedr reasoning
Wil Words of piciuras.

Basic - Students can remamber somea
math tenms [e.g., cifce) and concepts (e,
reading graphs), They can do common tasks,
such as measuring lines and comparing
shajpes.

Limited - Students struggle with math
terms and concepts. They atso struggie with
COmmon tasks swch as rounding, making
change and solving ona-step probiems.

Has Jane reached proficient in
the areas of Math?

M s mrement
iresmetry &5 patial
Seamse

Pattems. Fandiens
& Algebra

Ry
This chart shows you how well Jane
performed in each standard She is
above proficient in Mumber, Mumber
Sense, and Operations, below
proficient in Measurement, near
proficient in Geometry and Spatial
Sense, above proficient in Paticms,
Functions and Algebra, and near
proficient in Data Analysis &
Probability.

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION




Grade 3 Reading & Math Achicvement Assessments

Acquisition of Vocabulary

Students figure out what new words mean by
looking at the words and sentences around the
new words. They commectly read common words
{eg.. anl, leaf, pdlow). They use what they
know about parts of words (e.g., can ', fovely,
helpful) to understand whole words.

Reading Process

Students read books by themselves and use
reading strategies to help understand what they
read. For example, they summarize stories,
articles or book chapiers by putting information
in the right order and by including main ideas
and important details.

Informational Text

Stdents use text features {o.g, titles, index,
pictures) o understand informational texts (e.g.,
maps, instructions, non-fiction). They know
how to draw conclusions from information in
charts, praphs and diagrams.

Literary Text

Students compare and contrast the plots of
different stories. They use details from stories o
describe characters and sctting and can retell
what happens. They also explain the features of
different types of literature (e.g., fairy tales, folk
tales, poems).

EDUCA T O MO IO GO

Chio |

Jane Scored Above Proficient

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN

Your child knows how to apply knowledge of
words (e.z., waler, genile) o unkmown

compound words (e.g., walermelon, gentleman).

Shi reads many different kinds of texts (o.z.,
fairy tales, folk tales) and leams new words
from them.

Jane Scored Mear Proficient

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN

Y our child uses reading stratepies (e.g..
summarizing, predicting) when reading alone to
gather information and make conclusions. Sk
can select reading materials for different
purposes (2.z., fiction for enjoyment, dictionary
to look up words).

Jane Scored Above Proficient

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN

Your child can read an article (or other text) and
creaie a chart or diagram to betier explain the
information in the article. She can take
information from two articles on the same
subyject and wse it to write a new article.

Jane Scored Below Proficient

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN

Your child understands some of what she reads
but may have trouble knowing what kappens in
a story and recognizing different types of toxt
(e.g., fairy tales, folk tales, pocms).

FAMILY SCORE REPORT

See the eloasod test guestions

WWW.success.odo.state.oh.us

NEXT STEPS

Have your child read more difficult texts. Help
her use word parts and clues in the text to
undemstand the new words. Have your child use
a dictionary to check the meanings. Encourage
your child to use the new words in everyday
conversations.

NEXT STEPS

Have your child read a text to you and discuss it
topather. Discuss kow the text is similar to or
different from other texts she has read.

NEXT STEPS

Have your child read the directions as you
assemble something. Ask her to identify unclear
or missing sieps in the directions or how she
would make the directions more clear.

NEXT STEPS

Ask your child to retell the plots of stories you
have read topether. Ask questions about where
the stories take place (seiting) and what the
characters are like.

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
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FAMILY SCORE REPORT

Seen the redeosed test queesl onvs from sor-
[y yoors' achl evemant sssessmers ot
wrw. success. ode.state.ohus

| Numbet Number Sense and Operations | Jane Scored Above Proficient

Students compare numberns and match
fractions bo pictures. Students add, subtract,
multiply, and divide whole numbers, and they
use place values (e.g., 64 is & tons and 4 ones)
to solve problems. They also count money and
make change.

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN

Your child fluently compares, adds, subtracts,
mudtiplies, and divides mumbers; represents
fractions or decimals with pictures; and uses
mathematical languaze and symbols {e.g, <)

NEXT STEPS

Look at 2 cookie recipes. Compare differing
amounts of ingredients (e.g., ', cup is less
than ',.'! cup). Ask questions such as "Tripling
one recipe makes how many cookies?”

| Measurement

| Jane Scored Below Proficient

Students tell time, read thermometers and
identify units of measure (e.2., inch, pound,
liter). They measure and estimate length,
wiight, area and volume, as well as draw
shapes with given measurements (e.g., a
square with 3-inch sides).

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN

Your child may know how to use
measurement tools (e.g.. raler, scale) but may
not know which unit to use. She may be able
to tell time §o the nearcst minotz but have
difficulty finding clapsad time.

NEXT STEP3

Have your child measure familiar objects with
a ruler and scale; read a thermometer; and
recond the amount of time spent on activities
(o2, cating).

Geometry and Spatial Sense

| Jane Scored Near Proficient

Students describe 2-dimensional shapes (o.g.,
squares) and 3-dimensional objocts (e.g.,
cubes) by their properties (.., number of
sides), find points on grids and draw lines that
divide objects into two identical parts.

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN

Your child can use math terms (e.g, face,
edge, cube) but may have trouble analyzing
and comparing differont shapes. She can locatz
points on & grid, compare angles and find lines
of symmetry.

NEXT STEPS

Cut a box and an catmeal container along their
odges and discuss the parts (squares,
rectangles, circles). Talk about the propertics
of the parts.

| Patterns, Functions and Algebra

Jane Scored Above Proficient

Students describe and extend patterns (e.g., 3,
6, 9 is an "add 3" patiem; the next term is 12).
Thiy write and solve number sentences {o.g, 9
=0O+70-7=2)

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN

Your child can enalyze and describe patiems
by using words and graphs. She can solve
number sentences and explain how a change in
onz variable affects the change in another
varigble {e.g., the number of tickets bought
affects the amount of money spent on tickets).

NEXT STEPS

Using [J+ 5= A, have your child replace CJ
with @, 1, 2, 3. Create a table showing the
values of [ and 2. Describe the pattern of the
M numbers.

| Data Analysis and Probability

| Jane Scored Mear Proficient

Students read, construct and interpret bar and
picture graphs; understand different displays
of data {e.g., tables); and find the number that
appeans most in the data (modz).

EDUCATION. OHIO.GOV
spring 2014 01Z345.1

WHAT THESE RESULTS MEAN

Your child can create and read bar and picture
graphs. She can find the mode in a set of data.
She can make predictions and draw
conclusions from simple experiments.

NEXT STEP3

Have your child observe and record the colors
of cam that pass by. Ask ker to create a graph
showing the data. Ask, "Which color is likely
io pass by next?

THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION



Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 3 Reading Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Third grade students performing at the limited level do not yet have the skills identified
at the basic level.

Basic

Third grade students performing at the Basic Level make limited use of reading
comprehension strategies, such as inference, predicting, comparing and contrasting
and summarizing, to build meaning from text. They can usually respond accurately to
literal questions but inconsistently answer inferential and evaluative questions. They
are able to decode words and can define some unfamiliar words by using context
clues in grade-appropriate reading material. A student at the basic level needs
teacher support and prompting to comprehend grade-level texts.

Proficient

Third grade students performing at the Proficient Level usually apply reading
comprehension strategies to construct meaning. They use their understanding of the
elements of literature (e.g., characters, setting and plot) and the author’s use of
language to develop an accurate understanding of the text. They use text features,
such as titles, subtitles and visual aids, to support their comprehension. They often
use organizational text features such as chronology, cause and effect and
problem/solution to help them organize and recall information. Typically, these
students are able to determine the meanings of unfamiliar at- or above-grade level
words by using context clues and structural analysis. These students can read and
comprehend grade-level texts with little or no teacher support.

Accelerated

Third grade students performing at the Accelerated Level consistently apply
comprehension strategies to develop a thorough understanding of what they read.
These students demonstrate an ability to use text structures to comprehend and recall
what they have read. They can identify and describe various literary elements
including plot, theme, character and setting. They respond accurately to inferential
and evaluative questions. They consistently determine meanings of unfamiliar at- and
above-grade level words by using word structure analysis and context clues. These
students can read and comprehend grade-level texts independently and relate what
they have read to what they have read and to their own experiences.

Advanced

Third grade students performing at the Advanced Level apply comprehension
strategies to develop a thorough and cohesive understanding of what they read.
These students demonstrate an ability to use text structures to interpret, evaluate and
extend what they read. They consistently respond accurately to questions about what
they have read. They can infer and evaluate the ways that authors affect texts. They
use their knowledge of word structure and context clues to extend their vocabulary.
These students can use critical reasoning to evaluate texts and are able to relate their
understanding of textual information to other texts or situations.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 4 Reading Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Fourth grade students performing at the Limited level struggle with, or are unable to
perform, simple reading tasks, and do not yet have the skills identified at the Basic
level.

Basic

Fourth grade students performing at the Basic level can sometimes define unknown
words through contextual clues and use resources. They can usually demonstrate
some understanding of grade-appropriate literary and informational materials.

Proficient

Fourth grade students performing at the Proficient level use their fundamental
understanding of word structure, context clues and text structures to determine the
meaning of unknown words or phrases. They typically use reading strategies (e.g.,
prediction, compare and contrast, drawing conclusions, etc.) to show an overall
understanding of informational and literary text material.

Accelerated

Fourth grade students performing at the Accelerated level use their understanding of
word structure, context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of unknown
words or phrases. They use reading strategies (e.g., prediction, compare and
contrast, drawing conclusions, etc.) to show a complete understanding of informational
and literary text material.

Advanced

Fourth grade students performing at the Advanced level apply their understanding of
word structure, context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of unknown
words or phrases. They effectively use reading strategies (e.g., prediction, compare
and contrast, drawing conclusions, etc.) to show understanding of informational and
literary text material.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 5 Reading Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Fifth grade students performing at the Limited level struggle or are unable to perform
simple reading tasks. These students do not yet have the skills identified at the Basic
level.

Basic

Fifth grade students performing at the Basic level can generally define unknown words
or phrases through contextual clues and the use of resources. They can demonstrate
some understanding of literary and informational text information.

Proficient

Fifth grade students performing at the Proficient level use their fundamental
understanding of word structure, context clues and text structures to determine the
meaning of unknown words or phrases. They can typically use reading strategies (e.g.,
prediction, compare and contrast, summarize, etc.) to show an overall understanding of
informational and literary text material.

Accelerated

Fifth grade students performing at the Accelerated level use their understanding of word
structure, context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of unknown or
words phrases. They use reading strategies (e.g., prediction, compare and contrast,
drawing conclusions, etc.) to show a complete understanding of informational and
literary text material.

Advanced

Fifth grade students performing at the Advanced level apply their understanding of word
structure, context clues and text structures to determine the meaning of unknown words
or phrases. They effectively use reading strategies (e.g., prediction, compare and
contrast, summarize, etc.) to communicate meaning and make sound judgments about
grade appropriate literary and informational text.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 6 Reading Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Sixth grade students performing at the Limited level struggle or are unable to perform
simple reading tasks. These students do not yet have the skills identified at the Basic
level.

Basic

Sixth grade students performing at the Basic level can generally define unknown
words through context clues and the use of available resources. They can
demonstrate some understanding of textual information in literary and informational
material.

Proficient

Sixth grade students performing at the Proficient level use their fundamental
understanding of word structure, context clues and text structure to determine the
meaning of unknown and/or phrases. They typically use reading strategies (e.g.,
prediction, comparisons, summarizing, etc.) to show an overall understanding of
literary elements and informational features and structures.

Accelerated

Sixth grade students performing at the Accelerated level apply their understanding of
word structure, context clues, text structures to determine the meaning of unknown
words and/or phrases. They use reading strategies (e.g., prediction, comparisons,
summarizing, etc.) to show a complete understanding of textual information, literary
elements and informational features and structures.

Advanced

Sixth grade students performing at the Advanced level apply their understanding of
word structure, context clues, text to determine the meaning of unknown words and/or
phrases. They use reading strategies (e.g., prediction, comparisons, summarizing,
etc.) effectively to communicate meaning and make sound judgments about grade
appropriate literary and informational text.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 7 Reading Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Seventh grade students performing at the Limited level struggle or are unable to
perform simple reading tasks and they do not yet have the skills identified at the Basic
level.

Basic

Seventh grade students performing at the Basic level can generally define unknown
words or phrases through contextual clues and the use of available resources. They
can demonstrate some understanding of textual information.

Proficient

Seventh grade students performing at the Proficient level use their fundamental
understanding of word structure, context clues and text structures to determine the
meaning of unknown words and/or phrases. They typically show an overall
understanding of literary elements and informational features and structures.

Accelerated

Seventh grade students performing at the Accelerated level use their understanding
of word structure, context clues, text structures and author’s style to determine the
meaning of unknown words and/or phrases. They can analyze literary elements and
informational features and structures to show a complete understanding of a variety of
text.

Advanced

Seventh grade students performing at the Advanced level apply their understanding of
word structure, context clues, and text structures to determine the meaning of
unknown words and/or phrases. They have a concrete understanding of the methods
used by the authors to communicate meaning and can make sound judgments about
literary and informational text.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 8 Reading Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Eighth grade students performing at the Limited level struggle with, or are unable to
perform, simple reading tasks and do not yet have the skills identified at the Basic
level.

Basic

Eighth grade students performing at the Basic level can generally define unknown or
compound words through contextual clues and can identify resources to define more
complex words. They demonstrate some understanding of textual information.

Proficient

Eighth grade students performing at the Proficient level use their fundamental
understanding of word structure, context clues and text structures to determine the
meaning of complex words. They typically show an overall understanding of literary
elements and informational features and structures.

Accelerated

Eighth grade students performing at the Accelerated level use their understanding of
word structure, context clues, text structure and author’s style to show a complete
understanding of a variety of texts. They show a complete understanding of literary
elements and informational features and structures.

Advanced

Eighth grade students performing at the Advanced level have a thorough
understanding of word structure, context clues, text structure and author’s style to
show a complete understanding of a variety of texts. They have a firm grasp of the
literary and informational techniques used by authors to communicate meaning and
can make sound judgments on the appropriateness of text.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 3 Mathematics Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Students performing at the Limited level demonstrate skill and understanding of
mathematics below the performance required to reach the Basic level.

Basic

Students performing at the Basic level show progress by using some grade 3 concepts
and skills to solve simple problems. They recall and recognize mathematical concepts,
terms and properties. Students typically carry out routine procedures, such as reading
graphs, adding and subtracting whole numbers, and using measurement tools. Students
solve problems for which the method or solution is easily recognized and straightforward.

Proficient

Students performing at the Proficient level show adequate progress by using grade 3
concepts and skills to solve familiar problems. They apply mathematical concepts, terms
and properties to problem situations. Most of the time, students can use place value
concepts, apply basic measurement and geometry concepts to describe attributes of
shapes or objects, and interpret graphs. They usually can use informal reasoning and
make appropriate decisions about what procedure to use to solve routine problems.
Students typically can interpret or provide a visual or symbolic representation to match a
problem situation and purpose. Students communicate mathematical thinking and
solutions using a combination of informal and mathematical language.

Accelerated

Students performing at the Accelerated level show good progress by using grade 3
concepts and skills to solve a variety of problems. They recognize similarities and
differences between various mathematical concepts, properties and procedures. Students
solve problems involving common fractions and decimals, explain and solve simple
equations and inequalities, compare geometric figures, and draw conclusions about data.
They consistently bring together skills and knowledge from various concepts and domains
in mathematics to solve problems involving multiple steps and decision points. Students
use informal and some formal reasoning to evaluate and justify the reasonableness of a
solution. They communicate mathematical thinking and solutions in a clear and concise
manner.

Advanced

Students performing at the Advanced level show excellent progress by using grade 3
concepts and skills to solve complex problems. They routinely identify and connect
fundamental mathematical concepts, procedures and properties, such as those related to
place value, computation and attributes of geometric figures, to more complex and novel
problem situations. Students typically demonstrate more abstract and sophisticated
thinking in their analysis of, approach to and solutions for problems. They demonstrate
flexibility in representing mathematical relationships by using visual models, expressions,
equations and inequalities. Students provide formal mathematical justifications using
precise mathematical language and notations for solutions and conclusions or predictions
based on graphs. They consistently demonstrate deep knowledge and skills across the
standards.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 4 Mathematics Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Students performing at the Limited level demonstrate skill and understanding of
mathematics below the performance required to reach the Basic level.

Basic

Students performing at the Basic level show progress by using some grade 4 concepts and
skills to solve simple problems. They recall and recognize mathematical concepts, terms
and properties. Students typically carry out routine procedures, such as rounding numbers,
computing with whole numbers, identifying examples of different classes of lines and
triangles, extending patterns, and finding mode and median of a set of data. Students solve
problems for which the method or solution is easily recognized and straightforward.

Proficient

Students performing at the Proficient level show adequate progress by using grade 4
concepts and skills to solve familiar problems. They apply mathematical concepts, terms
and properties to problem situations. Most of the time, students can solve routine problems
involving whole numbers, decimals and simple fractions; describe perimeter and area;
compare geometric figures; write an equation to describe a situation; and describe data.
They usually can use informal reasoning and make appropriate decisions about what
procedure to use to solve routine problems. Students typically can interpret or provide a
visual or symbolic representation to match a problem situation and purpose. Students
communicate mathematical thinking and solutions using a combination of informal and
mathematical language.

Accelerated

Students performing at the Accelerated level show good progress by using grade 4
concepts and skills to solve a variety of problems. They recognize similarities and
differences between various mathematical concepts, properties and procedures. Students
solve multi-step problems involving more than one operation, multiple sets of data,
properties of geometric figures, and patterns or relationships. They consistently bring
together skills and knowledge from various concepts and domains in mathematics to solve
problems involving multiple steps and decision points. Students use informal and some
formal reasoning to evaluate and justify the reasonableness of a solution. They
communicate mathematical thinking and solutions in a clear and concise manner.

Advanced

Students performing at the Advanced level show excellent progress by using grade 4
concepts and skills to solve complex problems. They routinely identify and connect
fundamental mathematical concepts, properties and procedures, such as those related to
fractions and properties of operations, to more complex and novel problem situations.
Students typically demonstrate more abstract and sophisticated thinking in their analysis of,
approach to and solutions for problems. They demonstrate flexibility when representing
mathematical relationships, such as using tables and symbolic notation. Students provide
formal mathematical justification using precise mathematical language and notations, such
as relate the number of units to size of unit when making measurement conversions,
explain how a change in one variable affects the value of a related variable, and describe
the characteristics of a set of data. They consistently demonstrate deep knowledge and
skills across the standards.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 5 Mathematics Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Students performing at the Limited level demonstrate skill and understanding of
mathematics below the performance required to reach the Basic level.

Basic

Students performing at the Basic level show progress by using some grade 5 concepts
and skills to solve simple problems. They recall and recognize mathematical concepts,
terms and properties. Students typically carry out routine procedures, such as adding
and subtracting decimals, identifying parts of a circle, locating points on a coordinate
grid, and reading graphs. Students solve problems for which the method or solution is
easily recognized and straightforward.

Proficient

Students performing at the Proficient level show adequate progress by using grade 5
concepts and skills to solve familiar problems. They apply mathematical concepts,
terms and properties to problem situations. Most of the time, students can solve
routine problems involving sums and differences of fractions or decimals, measuring
angles, describing the probability of events, and converting units in the same
measurement system. They typically can interpret or provide a visual or symbolic
representation to match a problem situation and purpose. Students use informal and
some formal reasoning to evaluate and justify the reasonableness of a solution. They
communicate mathematical thinking and solutions using a combination of informal and
mathematical language.

Accelerated

Students performing at the Accelerated level show good progress by using grade 5
concepts and skills to solve a variety of problems. They recognize similarities and
differences between various mathematical concepts, properties and procedures.
Students solve multi-step problems involving fractions or decimals, finding area and
volume, generalizing patterns, and using appropriate graphs and statistical measures
to describe data. They consistently bring together skills and knowledge from various
concepts and domains in mathematics to solve problems involving multiple steps and
decision points. Students use informal and some formal reasoning to evaluate and
justify the reasonableness of a solution. They communicate mathematical thinking and
solutions in a clear and concise manner.

Advanced

Students performing at the Advanced level show excellent progress by using grade 5
concepts and skills to solve complex problems. They routinely identify and connect
fundamental mathematical concepts, properties and procedures, such as those related
to ratio, equivalence and relationships among operations involving whole numbers,
fractions and decimals, to more complex and novel problem situations. Students
typically demonstrate more abstract and sophisticated thinking in their analysis of,
approach to and solutions for problems. They demonstrate flexibility in representing
mathematical relationships by using tables, graphs and symbolic notation. Students
provide a formal mathematical justification using precise mathematical language and
notations, such as connect concepts of area and volume to formulas, match graphs to
the type of data to be displayed, and relate concepts of ratio and probability. They
consistently demonstrate deep knowledge and skills across the standards.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 6 Mathematics Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Students performing at the Limited level demonstrate skill and understanding of
mathematics below the performance required to reach the Basic level.

Basic

Students performing at the Basic level show progress by using some grade 6 concepts
and skills to solve simple problems. They recall and recognize mathematical concepts,
terms and properties. Students typically carry out routine procedures, such as
computing with whole numbers and decimals, using standard geometric terms to
describe figures, evaluating simple expressions or formulas, and reading line graphs.
Students solve problems for which the method or solution is easily recognized and
straightforward.

Proficient

Students performing at the Proficient level show adequate progress by using grade 6
concepts and skills to solve familiar problems. They apply mathematical concepts,
terms and properties to problem situations. Most of the time, students can solve
routine problems involving ratios or simple percents; finding perimeter, area and
volume; describing geometric figures by using their properties; solving simple linear
equations and inequalities; and interpreting graphs. They typically can interpret or
provide a visual or symbolic representation to match a problem situation and purpose.
Students use informal and some formal reasoning to evaluate and justify the
reasonableness of a solution. They communicate mathematical thinking and solutions
using a combination of informal and mathematical language.

Accelerated

Students performing at the Accelerated level show good progress by using grade 6
concepts and skills to solve a variety of problems. They recognize similarities and
differences between various mathematical concepts, properties and procedures.
Students solve multi-step problems involving fractions, concepts related to perimeter
and area, creating and interpreting graphs of equations and inequalities, and multiple
graphs or statistical measures. They consistently bring together skills and knowledge
from various concepts and domains in mathematics to solve problems involving
multiple steps and decision points. Students use informal and some formal reasoning
to evaluate and justify the reasonableness of a solution. They communicate
mathematical thinking and solutions in a clear and concise manner.

Advanced

Students performing at the Advanced level show excellent progress by using grade 6
concepts and skills to solve complex problems. They routinely identify and connect
fundamental mathematical concepts, properties and procedures, such as those related
to exponents and prime factorizations and to ratio, proportion and percent, to more
complex and novel problem situations. Students typically demonstrate more abstract
and sophisticated thinking in their analysis of, approach to and solutions for problems.
They demonstrate flexibility in representing mathematical relationships by using
graphs and equivalent forms of algebraic expressions, equations, inequalities and
formulas. They provide a formal mathematical justification using precise mathematical
language and notations, such as describe how changes in dimensions affect perimeter
and area, classify geometric figures using multiple categories or criteria, and compare
the information provided by measures of center and spread. Students consistently
demonstrate deep knowledge and skills across the standards.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 7 Mathematics Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Students performing at the Limited level demonstrate skill and understanding of
mathematics below the performance required to reach the Basic level.

Basic

Students performing at the Basic level show progress by using some grade 7
concepts and skills to solve simple problems. They recall and recognize
mathematical concepts, terms and properties. Students typically carry out routine
procedures, such as reading graphs, solving equations, finding areas and volumes,
and performing computations involving whole numbers, decimals or common
fractions. Students solve problems for which the method or solution is easily
recognized and straightforward.

Proficient

Students performing at the Proficient level show adequate progress by using grade 7
concepts and skills to solve familiar problems. They apply mathematical concepts,
terms and properties to problem situations. Most of the time, students can solve
problems involving integers and percents; equations and inequalities; concepts of
surface area and volume; properties of triangles; and creating and interpreting
graphs introduced at this grade level. They usually can use informal reasoning and
make appropriate decisions about what procedure to use to solve routine problems.
Students typically can interpret or provide a visual or symbolic representation to
match a problem situation and purpose. Students communicate mathematical
thinking and solutions using a combination of informal and mathematical language.

Accelerated

Students performing at the Accelerated level show good progress by using grade 7
concepts and skills to solve a variety of problems. They recognize similarities and
differences between various mathematical concepts, properties and procedures.
Students solve multi-step problems involving numbers written in a variety of formats;
properties of geometric figures; representing and analyzing mathematical
relationships; and constructing arguments based on data. They consistently bring
together skills and knowledge from various concepts and domains in mathematics to
solve problems involving multiple decision points. Students use informal and some
formal reasoning to evaluate and justify the reasonableness of a solution. They
communicate mathematical thinking and solutions in a clear and concise manner.

Advanced

Students performing at the Advanced level show excellent progress by using grade 7
concepts and skills to solve complex problems. They routinely identify and connect
fundamental mathematical concepts, properties and procedures, such as those
related to integers and rational numbers, to more complex and novel problem
situations. Students typically demonstrate more abstract and sophisticated thinking
in their analysis of, approach to and solutions for problems. They demonstrate
flexibility in representing mathematical relationships using algebraic notation,
including derived measurements and properties of right triangles and similar figures.
Students provide a formal mathematical justification using precise mathematical
language and notations, such as determine sufficient properties to define a geometric
figure, explain how a change in a variable affects another in linear and simple
nonlinear relationships, and compare data using combinations of measures of center
and spread. Students consistently demonstrate deep knowledge and skills across the
standards.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 8 Mathematics Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Students performing at the Limited level demonstrate skill and understanding of
mathematics below the performance required to reach the Basic level.

Basic

Students performing at the Basic level show progress by using some grade 8 concepts
and skills to solve simple problems. They recall and recognize mathematical concepts,
terms and properties. Students typically carry out routine procedures, such as writing
numbers in scientific notation, solving equations, reading graphs, and using formulas to
find areas and volumes. Students solve problems for which the method or solution is
easily recognized and straightforward.

Proficient

Students performing at the Proficient level show adequate progress by using grade 8
concepts and skills to solve familiar problems. They apply mathematical concepts,
terms and properties to problem situations. Most times, students can solve problems
involving rational numbers, proportions and percents; similar figures; algebraic
representations; and interpreting probability and data. They usually can use informal
reasoning and make appropriate decisions about what procedure to use to solve
routine problems. Students typically can interpret or provide a visual or symbolic
representation to match a problem situation and purpose. Students communicate
mathematical thinking and solutions using a combination of informal and mathematical
language.

Accelerated

Students performing at the Accelerated level show good progress by using grade 8
concepts and skills to solve a variety of problems. They recognize similarities and
differences between various mathematical concepts, properties and procedures.
Students solve multi-step problems involving proportional reasoning, measurement and
geometry concepts, algebraic thinking and notations, and constructing arguments
based on probability and data analysis. They consistently bring together skills and
knowledge from various concepts and domains in mathematics to solve problems
involving multiple steps and decision points. Students use informal and some formal
reasoning to evaluate and justify the reasonableness of a solution. They communicate
mathematical thinking and solutions in a clear and concise manner.

Advanced

Students performing at the Advanced level show excellent progress by using grade 8
concepts and skills to solve complex problems. They routinely identify and connect
fundamental mathematical concepts, properties and procedures, such as proportional
reasoning across standards (percents, conversions among units of measure, similar
figures, slope and probability), to more complex and novel problem situations.
Students typically demonstrate more abstract and sophisticated thinking in their
analysis of, approach to and solutions for problems. They demonstrate flexibility in
representing mathematical relationships by using diagrams, graphs, symbolic algebra
and formulas. Students provide a formal mathematical justification using precise
mathematical language and notations, such as describe the relationship between an
equation and its graph, make and test conjectures about geometric figures, and
evaluate arguments based on analysis of data and interpretations of graphs. Students
consistently demonstrate deep knowledge and skills across the standards.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 5 Science Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Students demonstrate skills and understanding below Basic level performance for
Grade 5 Science. Although these students may be able to identify and use some
simple scientific vocabulary appropriate for grade 5, they are unable to identify
accurate statements about previously learned, scientifically valid facts, processes,
concepts or relationships. Students are unable to provide or identify valid descriptions
of models, organisms, physical materials, and systems or accurately express
understanding of scientific processes, concepts or relationships as defined by the
content standards for Grade 5 Science.

Basic

Given rich context or investigative scenarios appropriate for grade 5, students
performing at the Basic level inconsistently identify accurate scientific facts, concepts,
and terms appropriate for the grade level. Some of these facts, concepts and terms
include:

« differences between plants and animals;

« plant and animal life cycles;

« relationships in simple food chains;

« the characteristics, cycles, patterns of Earth and its place in the solar system;

* some processes that shape Earth’s surface;

* ways to conserve Earth’s resources;

* aspects of Earth’s weather;

« characteristics of matter;

« characteristics of simple chemical and physical changes; and

« forces that affect objects and motion.
Students performing at the basic level inconsistently recognize or provide accurate
descriptions of basic models and provide explanations that are logical but explanations
lack supportive data. Students show a rudimentary understanding of valid grade 5
scientific knowledge, concepts, processes and relationships underlying natural
phenomena in life, physical and Earth and space sciences and demonstrate some
familiarity with technological applications. Students perform analyses that are partially
accurate, recognize regular patterns and trends, and demonstrate an elementary
understanding of scientific investigation processes. Student discussions, predictions
and solutions often are based upon oversimplification, incorrect science, or unrelated
information/data.

Proficient

Students demonstrate understanding of grade 5 scientific concepts, knowledge,
reasoning and relationships underlying natural phenomena, structures, cycles,
systems, and processes in living, physical, Earth and space sciences. Some of these
facts, concepts and terms include:

* relating plant and animal structures to the appropriate survival function;

« energy flow through a three tropic level food web;

« sorting plants/animals by common external structures;

» how day and night are caused by Earth’s rotation;

« changes in Earth cycles and patterns;

» how wind, water and ice shape and reshape Earth’s surface;

* renewable and non-renewable resources;

* how water can exist in different forms;

« characteristic properties of matter;

« characteristics of simple chemical and physical changes;

. forms of energy and ways that energy can change form;

* observable properties of light, sound, thermal and electric energy; and

- ways that thermal energy may be transferred from one object to another.
Continued on next page




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 5 Science Ohio Achievement Assessment
Continued

Proficient
continued

They demonstrate understanding of physical and conceptual models and recognize
some inputs and outputs, causes and effects, and interactions and relationships within
a system. Given grade 5 appropriate rich context or investigative scenarios, students
analyze and communicate their thinking about scientific information; make valid,
accurate and logical conclusions based upon information/data; distinguish between
observation and inference; and identify patterns. Students demonstrate the ability to
plan, implement and critique meaningful scientific investigations; make logical
predictions and formulate questions based upon scientific knowledge; select or identify
appropriate tools and safety considerations; and propose a solution to a simple
technological design problem appropriate for grade 5. Students typically accurately
apply science to grade 5 appropriate individual and societal problems and identify
consequences using scientific information/data.

Accelerated

Students demonstrate substantial scientific knowledge and reasoning abilities in the

study of grade 5 appropriate natural phenomena in life, physical and Earth and space

sciences. Some of these facts, concepts and terms include:

< relationship of specific plant structures to specific functions;

« energy flow through the interdependent relationships between members of food
chains, food webs, and food pyramids;

e Earth’s position and motion within the solar system and Earth’s relationship to
other objects in the solar system,;

« evidence of weathering and of erosion as a means of reshaping Earth’s surface;

» properties of soil and processes of soil formation;

« classification of matter by specific physical properties;

« how thermal energy is transferred from one object to another by conduction; and

« design of simple closed circuits.

Given grade 5 appropriate rich context or investigative scenarios, students show

exceptional skill in the application of previously learned, scientifically valid knowledge

and successfully use provided information/data to think and communicate scientifically.

Students demonstrate considerable ability to design investigations that answer

questions about the natural world and use scientific reasoning to make predictions with

clearly formulated questions and methods that generate valid data to arrive at valid

conclusions. Students consistently identify and discuss patterns and trends and extend

information/data utilizing previously learned scientific knowledge. Students can

evaluate technological solutions to given individual and societal problems appropriate

for grade 5 by considering helpful and harmful results and applying appropriate

scientific and technological principles.

Continued on the next page
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Grade 5 Science Ohio Achievement Assessment
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Advanced

Students consistently demonstrate thorough and deep scientific knowledge and

reasoning abilities in the study of grade 5 appropriate natural phenomena in life,

physical and Earth and space sciences. Some of these facts, concepts and terms

include:

» specific relationships between producers, consumers, and decomposers within an
ecosystem;

e Earth’s relationship to stars and the relationship between apparent star size,
distance and position;

« how changes in Earth’s surface may occur by slow or rapid processes;

* ways to conserve Earth’'s renewable and non-renewable resources;

» simple physical and chemical changes;

* how contact and noncontact forces affect the motion of an object;

« the relationship between changes in temperature and changes in thermal energy;

* ways to ensure energy flow through a closed system via circuit analysis; and

¢ how certain human/animal behaviors and human technologies can have positive
or negative impacts on the environment.

Given grade 5 appropriate rich context or investigative scenarios, students show

superior depth in the application of previously learned, scientifically valid knowledge

and outstanding application of provided information/data to think and communicate

scientifically in a variety of formats. They recognize relationships within complex

systems and use this knowledge to make reasonable predictions. Students

demonstrate superior ability to design investigations appropriate for grade 5 that

answer questions about the natural world, using complex scientific reasoning skills to

make predictions and formulate questions and methods that generate data to arrive at

valid conclusions. Students successfully evaluate technological solutions to given

individual and societal problems appropriate for grade 5 by considering helpful and

harmful results and applying appropriate scientific and technological principles.

Students accurately identify patterns, can extensively discuss patterns and trends, and

correctly extend information/data via interpolation or extrapolation.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 8 Science Ohio Achievement Assessment

Limited

Students demonstrate skills and understanding below Basic level performance for
Grade 8 Science. Although these students may be able to identify and use some
simple scientific vocabulary appropriate for grade 8, they are unable to identify
accurate statements about previously learned, scientifically valid facts, processes,
concepts or relationships. Students are unable to provide or identify valid descriptions
of models, organisms, physical materials, and systems or accurately express
understanding of scientific processes, concepts or relationships as defined within the
content standards for Grade 8 Science.

Basic

Given appropriate rich context or investigative scenarios appropriate for grade 8,
students performing at the Basic level inconsistently identify accurate scientific facts,
concepts, and terms appropriate for the grade level. Some of these facts, concepts
and terms include:

* cycles within the universe;

« interactions of matter and energy within the lithosphere;

» how rocks are composed of minerals;

* processes that cause the continuous change in Earth’s surface;

« levels of organization of living systems;

 asexual and sexual reproduction;

* energy within most ecosystems originates with the sun;

» causes of extinction;

* properties of matter that depend on the behavior of the small particles that

compose matter; and

» examples of kinetic and potential energy.
Students inconsistently recognize or provide accurate descriptions of basic models and
provide explanations that are logical but explanations lack supportive data. Students
show a rudimentary understanding of valid scientific knowledge, concepts, processes
and relationships underlying natural phenomena in life, physical, and Earth and space
sciences and demonstrate some familiarity with technological applications. Students
perform analyses that are partially accurate, recognize regular patterns and trends,
and demonstrate an elementary understanding of scientific investigation processes.
Student discussions, predictions and solutions often are based upon oversimplification,
incorrect science, or unrelated information/data.
Continued on the next page
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Proficient

Students demonstrate understanding of grade 8 scientific concepts, knowledge,
reasoning and relationships underlying natural phenomena, structures, cycles,
systems, and processes in living, physical, Earth and space sciences. Some of these
facts, concepts and terms include:
* movement of matter and energy in Earth cycles and patterns;
e conservation of natural resources;
» rock cycle;
* benefits and detriments of asexual and sexual reproduction;
e properties of light, sound, thermal and electric energy;
e properties of matter;
» characteristics of simple physical and chemical changes;
» simple relationships between populations and how overpopulation
can affect other populations and the environment;
» equal volumes of materials usually have different masses;
» determining a change in position requires a point of reference;
e nonrenewable energy sources originate from the sun and may take millions of
years to be replenished;
» differences between potential and kinetic energy;
« the use of products and systems can have desirable and undesirable
consequences; and
* how to design a product or problem solution when given one constraint.
They demonstrate understanding of physical and conceptual models and recognize
some inputs and outputs, causes and effects, and interactions and relationships within
a system. Given grade 8 appropriate rich context or investigative scenarios, students
analyze and communicate their thinking about scientific information; make valid,
accurate and logical conclusions based upon information/data; distinguish between
observation and inference; and identify patterns. Students demonstrate the ability to
plan, implement and critique meaningful scientific investigations; make logical
predictions and formulate questions based upon scientific knowledge; select or identify
appropriate tools and safety considerations; and propose a solution to a simple
technological design problem appropriate for grade 8. Students typically accurately
apply science to grade 8 appropriate individual and societal problems and identify
consequences using scientific information/data.
Continued on the next page
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Accelerated

Students demonstrate substantial scientific knowledge and reasoning abilities in the

study of natural phenomena in life, physical and Earth and space sciences. Some of

these facts, concepts and terms include:

- the importance of gravitational force in determining the motions of objects in the
universe;

« interstellar distances are measured in light years;

. Earth’s biogeochemical cycles and transfer of energy between the hydrosphere, the
atmosphere and the lithosphere;

« distinct characteristics of sedimentary, igneous and metamorphic rocks;

. the use of models to analyze the surface, interior, and size of Earth;

« functions of specialized cells, tissues, organs, and organ system of multicellular
organisms (excluding humans);

» how sexual reproduction increases genetic variety and how asexual reproduction
allows genetic continuity;

« how biotic and abiotic resources influence the number and type of organisms in an
ecosystem;

. causes of diversity (inter-species and intra-species);

. the unchanging nature of substances during physical changes;

- results of more than one force acting on an object;

« management and conservation of renewable and nonrenewable energy resources;

« how waves transfer energy;

- energy transformation in a simple closed system;

- the limitations of science and technology;

. designs of solutions/products when given two constraints; and

« relationships between independent and dependent variables.

Given grade 8 appropriate rich context or investigative scenarios, students show

exceptional skill in the application of previously learned, scientifically valid knowledge

and successfully use provided information/data to think and communicate scientifically.

Students demonstrate considerable ability to design investigations that answer

guestions about the natural world and use scientific reasoning to make predictions with

clearly formulated questions and methods that generate valid data to arrive at valid

conclusions. Students consistently identify and discuss patterns and trends and extend

information/data utilizing previously learned scientific knowledge. Students can

evaluate technological solutions to given individual and societal problems appropriate

for grade 8 by considering needs and constraints and applying appropriate scientific

and technological principles.

Continued on the next page
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Advanced

Students consistently demonstrate thorough and deep scientific knowledge and

reasoning abilities in the study of grade 8 appropriate natural phenomena in life,

physical and Earth and space sciences. Some of these facts, concepts and terms

include:

* the motions, orbits, and composition of asteroids and meteoroids compared to that of
Earth;

* interpretations and predictions from simple H-R diagrams;

* use of station model and weather map data to interpret and predict local, regional,
and national weather;

« classification of minerals by their characteristic properties and assess minerals
commonly involved in the rock cycle;

* how internal and external destructive and constructive processes shape Earth’s
surface;

» how the variety of body plans and internal structures relate to multicellular organisms
(excluding humans);

« ways in which sexual and asexual reproduction impact populations in the short term
and over time;

» ways that natural events and human activity can affect the transfer of energy within
ecosystems;

« use of the fossil record to explain changes in populations and suggest possible
causes of extinction;

» changes in speed and direction of an object when the object is subjected to an
unbalanced force;

» how electric energy can be produced from a variety of sources;

* how vibrations in materials produce waves;

« how the development and the use of technology may be influenced by constraints
and unavoidable factors; and

« evaluation of the overall effectiveness of the design for a product/solution.

Given grade 8 appropriate rich context or investigative scenarios, students show

superior depth in the application of previously learned, scientifically valid knowledge

and outstanding application of provided information/data to think and communicate

scientifically in a variety of formats. They recognize relationships within complex

systems and use this knowledge to make reasonable predictions. Students

demonstrate superior ability to design investigations appropriate for grade 8 that

answer questions about the natural world, using complex scientific reasoning skills to

make predictions and formulate questions and methods that generate data to arrive at

valid conclusions. Students successfully evaluate technological solutions to given

individual and societal problems appropriate for grade 8 by considering needs and

constraints and applying appropriate scientific and technological principles. Students

accurately identify patterns, can extensively discuss patterns and trends, and correctly

extend information/data via interpolation or extrapolation.
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Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 4 Writing Ohio Achievement Assessment — SUSPENDED

Fourth grade students performing at the Limited level possess limited knowledge of the
Limited writing process, applications, and conventions. Their writing does not demonstrate the
skills identified at the Basic level.

Fourth grade students performing at the Basic level possess some knowledge of the
writing process, applications, and conventions. Although their writing attempts to
address the modes, they may struggle with issues of audience and purpose and may
minimally stay on task. There is evidence of conventions although errors frequently
interfere with meaning. They may use some steps of the writing process to improve
the quality of the text.

Basic

Fourth grade students at the Proficient level possess a solid knowledge of writing
process, applications and conventions. They can address the mode of writing and the
Proficient audience and purpose, and support meaning through the use of writing conventions.
Although there may be occasional errors in the student’s writing, they do not interfere
with meaning. They use the writing process to make appropriate refinements to text.

Fourth grade students at the accelerated level possess exceptional knowledge of
writing process, applications, and conventions. They efficiently address the mode of
Accelerated | writing, audience and purpose and effectively support meaning with appropriate
discourse features and writing conventions. They use the writing process to improve
the quality of the text.

Fourth grade students at the Advanced level possess a sophisticated understanding of
writing process, applications, and conventions. They thoroughly address the mode of
Advanced writing, audience and purpose and effectively use discourse features and writing
conventions to support meaning. They use the writing process effectively to make
subtle refinements that improve quality of the text.




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 7 Writing Ohio Achievement Assessment — SUSPENDED

Limited

Seventh grade students at the Limited level produce writing that interferes with or impedes
readers’ understanding. Their writing does not demonstrate the skills identified at the Basic
level.

Basic

Seventh grade students at the Basic level produce writing that shows an inconsistent
awareness of purpose and audience. Their writing does not present the reader with a
generally unified and coherent sequence and structure of ideas. Students use sentence
variety, make word choices inconsistently and struggle to understand grammatr,
punctuation, capitalization and spelling conventions.

Proficient

Seventh grade students at the Proficient level effectively address the audience and
purpose. The writing presents the reader with a generally unified and coherent sequence
and structure of ideas. The students demonstrate adequate skills at revising and editing
writing. The students use sentence variety, make word choices and display an
understanding of grammar, capitalization, punctuation and spelling.

Accelerated

Seventh grade students at the Accelerated level effectively address the audience and
purpose. The writing presents the reader with a well-developed and coherent sequence of
ideas. The students organize writing effectively and consistently, use sentence variety,
make appropriate word choices and show an understanding of writing conventions.

Advanced

Seventh grade students at the Advanced level directly address and clearly adapt to
audience and purpose. The writing engages the reader with a well-developed and
coherent sequence of ideas. The student’s organization, sentence variety, word choices
and use of conventions are exceptional.




Performance Level Descriptors

Grade 5 Social Studies Ohio Achievement Assessment — SUSPENDED

Limited

Students demonstrate skills and understandings below the performance required to
reach the Basic level.

Basic

Students demonstrate familiarity with units of time and can construct timelines with few
errors. They can identify cultural groups and practices in North America and identify
their reasons for coming to North America. Students can identify map elements to locate
some of the physical and human features of North America. They can identify ways
people have affected the environment. Students define the economic concepts of
opportunity cost and competition. They recognize the responsibilities of the three
branches of government and can identify some of the documents that provide their
framework. Students recognize the rights and responsibilities of citizenship.

Proficient

Students construct timelines with events in chronological order, describe cultural groups
in North America and explain how the US grew as a nation. They compare practices and
products of North American cultural groups that are evident today and explain the
reasons for and consequences of their coming to North America. Students use map
elements to locate most physical regions and human features of North America and can
explain how people have affected the environment. Students can explain the opportunity
costs of an action and the importance of competition on the market economy. They can
identify responsibilities and importance of the three branches of government and give
examples of the documents that provide their framework. Students identify the rights
and responsibilities of US citizenship and explain how citizens take part in the
government for the common good. They obtain information from various sources and
use problem-solving skills to make decisions.

Accelerated

Students demonstrate complete understanding of units of time, describe cultural
patterns in North America and evaluate how new developments led to the growth of the
US. They compare and contrast cultural practices and products of North American
groups and can explain with some degree of specificity the reasons and consequences
of their coming to North America. Students use map elements to locate all 50 states and
numerous physical and human features of North America. They can analyze the ways
(both positive and negative) that people have affected the environment. Students
explain the opportunity costs involved in complex situations and analyze the effect of
competition on the market economy. They explain the responsibilities and importance of
each of the three branches of government and the significance of each of our national
documents. Students explain the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and evaluate
the ways citizens take part in government to promote the common good. They organize
information from various sources, communicate findings and explain them.

Advanced

Students construct detailed timelines, analyze cultural patterns in North America that are
evident from the past and analyze how new developments led to the growth of the US.
They use significant and plentiful details to evaluate cultural practices and products as
well as the consequences of their interactions in North America. Students use map
elements to thoroughly describe physical and human features of North America and
provide a detailed analysis of human environmental interaction. They evaluate
opportunity costs in complex situations and evaluate the effect of various forms of
competition on the market economy. Students explain with significant detail the three
branches of US government and evaluate the documents that provide the structure of
our government. They evaluate the rights and responsibilities of citizens and analyze the
role of citizens in promoting the common good. Students use various sources to
organize information, draw inferences, communicate findings and evaluate the problem
solving skills they used to make decisions.




Performance Level Descriptors

Grade 8 Social Studies Ohio Achievement Assessment — SUSPENDED

Limited

Students demonstrate skills and understandings below the performance required to
reach the Basic level.

Basic

Students recall significant events and themes in world history including political and
social characteristics of civilizations and interactions between civilizations. Students
identify the causes and consequences of the American Revolution, ratification of the US
Constitution and the American Civil War. Students recognize examples of cultural
practices, cultural interactions and diffusion of culture. Students recognize geographical
features, environmental influences on human activity, and reasons people, products and
ideas move from place to place. Students identify global patterns of trade and some
connections between available resources, government policies and the economy.
Students describe some of the purposes and structures of governmental systems.
Students are familiar with the historical origins of citizens’ rights and the relationship
between civic participation and civic goals. Students recognize strategies for effective
group work and attempt to organize information to support a position.

Proficient

Students consistently interpret and describe significant events and themes in world
history including characteristics of and interactions between civilizations. Students
explain the causes, consequences and challenges of the American Revolution,
ratification of the US Constitution and the American Civil War. Students compare cultural
practices, analyze cultural interactions and explain the diffusion of culture. Students
identify and describe geographical features, environmental influences on human activity,
and the movement of people, products and ideas. Students explain global patterns of
trade and the connections between available resources, government policies and the
economy. Students explain and compare the purposes and structures of governmental
systems. Students understand the historical origins of citizens’ rights and show the
relationship between civic participation and civic goals. Students describe strategies for
effective group work and select and organize information to draw conclusions and
support a position.

Accelerated

Students consistently analyze significant events, patterns and themes in world history
including characteristics of and interactions between civilizations. Students analyze the
causes, consequences and challenges of the American Revolution, ratification of the US
Constitution and the American Civil War. Students analyze cultural interactions in order
to understand commonality and diversity, diffusion of ideas and factors that foster conflict
and cooperation. Students explain the significance of geographical features and the
effects of movement and human environmental interaction on geographic patterns.
Students analyze global patterns of trade and the connections between resources,
government policies and the economy. Students analyze the purposes and structures of
governmental systems. Students explain the origins and significance of citizens’ rights
and the relationship between civic participation and civic goals. Students critique
strategies for group work. Students organize and analyze information from a variety of
sources and perspectives to draw conclusions and support a position.

Continued on the next page




Performance Level Descriptors
Grade 8 Social Studies Achievement Assessment
Continued

Advanced

Students consistently analyze the enduring effects of significant events, patterns and
themes in world history including characteristics of and interactions between civilizations.
Students analyze and evaluate the causes, consequences and challenges of the
American Revolution, ratification of the US Constitution and the American Civil War.
Students analyze cultural interactions in order to evaluate commonality and diversity,
diffusion of ideas and factors that foster conflict and cooperation. Students analyze the
significance of geographical features, and the effects of movement and human
environmental interaction on geographic patterns. Students analyze global patterns of
trade, historic origins of globalization, and the effects of the relationship between
resources, government policies and the economy. Students evaluate the purposes,
structures and processes of governmental systems. Students analyze the origins and
significance of citizens’ rights and the relationship between civic participation and civic
goals. Students critique strategies for group work. Students synthesize information from
a variety of sources and perspectives to draw conclusions and support a position.




