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Introduction 

An Integrated English Literacy and Civics Education (IELCE) program must meet the definition and 

requirements set forth in WIOA and the final regulations as published by the Department of Education on 

August 19,  2016 in the Federal Register.   

IELCE provides education services to English language learners (ELLs) who are adults, including 

professionals with degrees and credentials in their native countries [i.e., Internationally Trained 

Professionals (ITPs)], that enables such adults to achieve competency in the English language and acquire 

the basic and more advanced skills needed to function effectively as parents, workers, and citizens in the 

United States. Such services must include instruction in literacy and English language acquisition and 

instruction on the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and civic participation. The funds provided 

under section 243 of the Act must be used in combination with Integrated Education and Training (IET). Not 

all students who participate in IELCE must attend the IET, but they must be afforded the opportunity. 

 

Need for IELCE Policy 
The Ohio Department of Education & Workforce is responsible for ensuring that federal Aspire IELCE funds 

are distributed in accordance with state and federal law.  

 

The following information and guidelines are offered in order to assist local program staff and others to 

determine the eligibility or ineligibility of individuals and programming in the Ohio Department of Education 

& Workforce funded Aspire IELCE programs. 

 

General Information 
Eligible Participants §463.70 

The IELCE program must provide education services to English language learners who are adults, including 

professionals with degrees and credentials in their native countries. 

 

English Language Acquisition and Civics §463.70 

1. The IELCE program must include instruction in IELCE and must include instruction in literacy and 
English language acquisition as described under §463.33. 
2. The IELCE program must include instruction on the rights and responsibilities of citizenship and 

civic participation as described under §463.331. 

 

 
1 Note: Civics Education is different from Citizenship preparation. For more guidance regarding the 

integration of Civics Education into IELCE activities, reference page 10 of EARN’s Guide to Using an 

Immigrant Integration Approach in IELCE.  

https://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-113publ128/pdf/PLAW-113publ128.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2016/08/19/2016-16049/programs-and-activities-authorized-by-the-adult-education-and-family-literacy-act-title-ii-of-the
https://lincs.ed.gov/sites/default/files/14175_IELCE-Immigrant-Integr-Approach-Guide.pdf
https://lincs.ed.gov/sites/default/files/14175_IELCE-Immigrant-Integr-Approach-Guide.pdf


 

 
 
 

IET Component of an IELCE Program 

IELCE in Combination with IET - §463.74 specifies that an eligible provider that receives funds through the 

IELCE program may meet the requirement to use funds for integrated English literacy and civics education 

in combination with integrated education and training activities by: 

1.  Co-enrolling participants in integrated education and training as described in subpart D that is 
provided within the local or regional workforce development area from sources other than section 243; OR 

2.  Using funds provided under section 243 to support integrated education and training activities as 
cited in subpart D. 

 

Eligible Provider Requirements §463.73 

Eligible providers receiving funds through the Integrated English Literacy and Civics Education program 

must provide services that are designed to: 

1.  Prepare adults who are English language learners for, and place such adults in, unsubsidized 

employment in in-demand industries and occupations that lead to economic self-sufficiency; AND 

2.  Integrate with the local workforce development system and its functions to carry out the 
activities of the program. 
 

Ohio Requirements 
1. IELCE providers must offer at least one robust IELCE IET per fiscal year.  The rigor, intensity, and 

standards-alignment must be demonstrated in the IET checklist in the Aspire Online Grant system prior to 

IET approval. It is not necessary that all IELCE students participate in the IET, but the option must be 

afforded them- §463.74, part D. 

 

2. All IELCE IETs must comply with the Aspire IET Policy.  

 

3. All IELCE IETs must include concurrent ESOL support throughout the duration of the IELCE IET.  This 

ESOL support does not need to happen in the same classroom or the same day but must be concurrent 

throughout the duration of the course. Bridgework or pre-IET programming does not satisfy the 

concurrency requirement of ESOL support in an IELCE IET.2 

 

4. All new IELCE IET providers must participate in a monthly cohort meeting, with program 

representation from an administrator and/or instructor. Failure to actively participate in cohort meetings 

may impact an IELCE provider’s Risk Assessment, funding decisions, or future implementation of IET. 

 

5. IELCE students who enroll in an IELCE IET must meet the target EFL requirement, as outlined in the 

approved IET in the Aspire Online Grant. If a student wishes to participate in an IELCE IET but is below the 

target EFL, bridgework must be provided to the student before participation in the IET.  

Examples of bridgework are provided below: 

a. A formalized bridge or pre-IET program, designed as a short- or long-term class depending on the 

EFL proficiency gap and/or the number of participants.   

b. Approved distance education (DE) preparation through a career-focused DE provider.  

 

 
2 Reference page 3 of this Brief for examples of co-teaching models within IET. 

https://calpro-online.org/documents/CALPRO2017Brief-IET-508.pdf


 

 
 
 

6. IELCE students may not enroll in an IET if their goal is to increase their English proficiency with no 

intention of taking the credentialing exam and/or engaging in an approved employer interview. 

Alternatively, students who wish to increase their English proficiency should enroll in additional ESOL 

coursework or engage in complementary DE.  

 

7. Per OCTAE memo 19-2, AEFLA funding may be used to evaluate ITPs’ credentials if the evaluation is 

necessary and/or beneficial to the purposes of the IET program. Email aspiregrants@education.ohio.gov 

with specific questions or concerns.  

https://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ovae/pi/AdultEd/octae-program-memo-19-2.pdf
mailto:aspiregrants@education.ohio.gov
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